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Looking for Linc
oln?  

You’ll fi nd him here…in the Abraham Lincoln National Heritage 
Area in the countless places in Illinois where Mr. Lincoln spent 
30 years of his life. Few individuals have so profoundly infl uenced 
American history. And, still today, millions around the world are 
inspired by the story of Lincoln’s rise from humble beginnings to 
President of the United States of America. Let us introduce you 
to the people, and share the stories, that shaped the man who 
would lead our nation through some of its most trying times. 
You’ll experience the life and times of Lincoln as it unfolds before 
your eyes through amazing attractions such as the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Museum, the Lincoln Home National 
Historic Site, the Lincoln Log Cabin…and so many more. 
The stories and the storytellers come to life through living 
history programs and Looking for Lincoln Signature Events.  
And, the people and communities you’ll encounter on your 
historic adventure are just waiting to welcome you in and share 
their love of history and Lincoln with you. 
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To help plan your historic trip to the Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area, visit 
LookingforLincoln.com. You’ll fi nd direct links to all of the amazing sites, events 
and communities you’ll discover here.
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Whether you have just a day or two to explore, or you’re 
planning a week-long vacation in the Abraham Lincoln 
National Heritage Area – our six Gateway Communities are 
waiting to welcome you. In each Gateway, you’ll fi nd a visitor 
friendly place to get information about the National Heritage 
Area, including where to stay, what to do, and places to see.

Gateways to the National Heritage AreaGateways to the National Heritage Area

As you’re planning your trip to the Abraham Lincoln 

National Heritage Area, stop by our website anytime at 

LookingforLincoln.com and click on “Explore” for 

up-to-date information and links to many Looking for Lincoln 

communities, attractions and events in and around our 

Gateway cities. 
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On the shores of the Mississippi just 25 miles north of St. Louis, MO, this historic 
town is full of rich history. Begin your Lincoln adventure at the famous Lincoln-
Douglas Square, site of the last “great debate” with the issue of slavery on the minds 
of everyone. Walk in the footsteps of Abraham and Mary Lincoln as they visited 
the area, or the Civil War soldiers – Confederate captives and their Union guards – 
many of whom are buried here. And, take in the landscape of the small Midwestern 
town where U.S. Senator and Alton resident, Lyman Trumbull, would author the 
13th amendment, abolishing slavery in the United States. Long considered one of 
America’s most haunted cities, in this quaint river community, you’ll feel history 
come to life. 

Contact: Alton Visitors Center
800-ALTON-IL  l  visitalton.com

Gateway: Alton
Mileage shown from Alton

Pittsfi eld/Pike County 
(78 miles)
pikelincoln.com 
217-285-2971

Jonesboro 
(139 miles) 
southernmostillinois.com
800-248-4373

Quincy 
(118 miles)
seequincy.com 
800-978-4748

Vandalia 
(71 miles)
vandaliaillinois.com 
618-283-2728

Alton
gateway community

Meeting of the Great Rivers,
Alton

LookingforLincoln.comfor more information on each Looking forLincoln community.



l o o k i n g f o r l i n c o l n . c o m4

Outside of Springfi eld, Lincoln probably spent more time 
in Bloomington than in any other Illinois city. Here Mr. Lincoln 
cultivated many close political allies and legal associates. Perhaps one of his 
closest friends was Bloomington’s Judge David Davis, whom history has shown 
played a pivotal role in Lincoln’s successful legal career and his run for the presidency. 
For a rare glimpse into the daily lives of a wealthy Victorian family, don’t miss a visit 
to the stately David Davis Mansion. Meet the people and hear the stories of this city 
during Lincoln’s time with a visit to the McLean County Museum of History. 

Contact: Bloomington-Normal Area Convention & Visitors Bureau 
800-433-8226  l  visitbn.org

gateway community

Gateway: Bloomington-
Normal 
Mileage shown from Bloomington-Normal

Atlanta 
(22 miles) 
atlantaillinois.org
217-732-8687

Decatur 
(46 miles) 
decaturcvb.com
800-331-4479

Clinton/DeWitt County 
(25 miles)
clintonilchamber.com
866-4-DeWitt

Mahomet/Champaign County 
(41 miles) 
visitchampaigncounty.org 
800-369-6151

Freeport 
(160 Miles) 
celebratefreeport.com 
800-369-2955

Galesburg 
(87 miles) 
visitgalesburg.com  
800-916-3330

Lincoln 
(32 miles) 
destinationlogancountyil.com 
217-732-8687

Metamora 
(36 miles) 
309-367-4470

Mt. Pulaski 
(50 miles) 
mtpulaskiil.com 
217-732-8687

Ottawa 
(73 miles) 
pickusottawail.com  
815-434-2737

Petersburg/New Salem 
(71 miles) 
visitmenardcounty.com 
217-362-4000

Pontiac 
(42 miles) 
visitpontiac.org 
815-844-5847

Springfi eld 
(60 miles) 
visit-springfi eldillinois.com
800-545-7300

Normal
Bloomington-

David Davis Mansion State Historic Site,
Bloomington

in Bloomington than in any other Illinois city. Here Mr. Lincoln 
cultivated many close political allies and legal associates. Perhaps one of his 

LookingforLincoln.comfor more information on each Looking forLincoln community.
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Thomas and Sara Bush Lincoln, Abraham Lincoln’s father and stepmother, were 
among the early settlers in the Charleston area. Today, you can experience what life 
was like for the Lincolns on a visit to the nearby Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic Site 
on the Goosenest Prairie in Lerna. Later in his career, Abraham often visited the area, 
both for business and pleasure. He tried many cases here and in 1858, Charleston 
was the scene of the fourth Lincoln-Douglas Debate – witnessed by a crowd of
over 12,000 people. Charleston was the last trip from Springfi eld he made before
assuming his place as our 16th president. Lincoln’s affection for the humble folk of 
the Goosenest Prairie remained strong throughout his life. 

Contact:  Charleston Tourism Offi ce 
217-348-0430  l  charlestontourism.org

gateway community
Gateway: Charleston
Mileage shown from Charleston

Danville/Vermillion County 
(65 miles) 
danvilleareainfo.com 
800-383-4386

Decatur 
(56 miles) 
decaturcvb.com  
800-331-4479

Jonesboro 
(175 miles) 
southernmostillinois.com  
800-248-4373

Mahomet/Champaign County 
(60 miles) 
visitchampaigncounty.org  
800-369-6151

Paris/Edgar County 
(28 miles) 
parisilchamber.com  
217-465-4179

Shelby County 
(45 miles) 
lakeshelbyville.com  
217-774-2244

Taylorville 
(63 miles) 
taylorvillechamber.com  
217-824-4919

Vandalia 
(72 miles) 
vandaliaillinois.com  
618-283-2728

Charleston

Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic Site,
Lerna

LookingforLincoln.comfor more information on each Looking forLincoln community.
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The city of Danville was part of the now famous 8th Judicial Circuit in Illinois where 
a young prairie lawyer, destined for greatness, would practice law. As a young
lawyer, Abraham Lincoln would travel throughout central Illinois. During this time, 
he developed deep and lasting friendships with the people he met along the Circuit 
– many of those in Danville. Today you can walk where Lincoln walked as you take a 
stroll down Vermilion Street and explore the Vermilion County Museum – replicating 
that early courthouse where Lincoln argued cases for his clients. Next door, you’ll 
fi nd the Fithian Home, a Lincoln site on the National Register of Historic Places.  
The people of Danville love sharing their many stories about Lincoln’s time in their 
community.

Contact: Danville Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
800-383-4386  l  visitdanvillearea.com

gateway community
Gateway: Danville
Mileage shown from Danville

Charleston/Coles County 
(65 miles) 
charlestontourism.org 
217-348-0430

Clinton/DeWitt County 
(75 miles) 
clintonilchamber.com 
866-4-DeWitt

Mahomet/Champaign County 
(43 miles) 
visitchampaigncounty.org 
800-369-6151

Paris/Edgar County 
(36 miles) 
parisilchamber.com 
217-465-4179

Danville

Fithian Home,
Danville

Photo by:  Roland Lim Photography

Photo by:  Roland Lim Photography

LookingforLincoln.comfor more information on each Looking forLincoln community.
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Looking for Lincoln Online – Stay Connected
For all of the latest information on what’s happening in the Abraham 
Lincoln National Heritage Area, be sure to follow us online! From 
Twitter “live feed” historical reenactments, to special giveaways and 
promotions via Facebook, great videos from around the Heritage 
Area on YouTube, to beautiful photos on Instagram. Also stay 
up-to-date with information and links through the Looking for Lincoln 
website LookingforLincoln.com.

We’ll make sure you have everything you need to plan your next 
adventure in the Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area.

Facebook:  facebook.com/LookingforLincoln 
Twitter:  @Looking4Lincoln
Instagram:  #Look4Lincoln
YouTube:  youtube.com/user/LookingforLincoln

LookingforLincoln.comfor more information on each Looking forLincoln community.
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Located along the mighty Mississippi, Quincy was a frequent stop for Mr. Lincoln 
where he counted some of its residents among his closest friends. Here the historic 
6th Lincoln-Douglas Debate proved to be a turning point in his campaign and in 
his political career as Lincoln made his strongest stand yet against slavery. Visit the 
historic debate site and Lincoln-Douglas Interpretive Center in the heart of downtown 
Quincy. Tour the home of famed abolitionist and underground railroad conductor, 
Dr. Richard Eells, whose case was heard by the U.S. Supreme Court. Get to know 
one of Lincoln’s close political allies and founder of Quincy, Illinois’ 12th Governor, 
John Wood as you explore his impressive mansion. 

Contact:  Quincy Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
800-978-4748  l  seequincy.com

Gateway: Quincy
Mileage shown from Quincy

Alton 
(118 miles) 
visitalton.com  
800-ALTON-IL

Beardstown 
(61 miles) 
lincolninbeardstown.org

Jacksonville 
(78 miles) 
jacksonvilleil.org  
800-593-5678

Nauvoo/Hancock County 
(48 miles) 
beautifulnauvoo.com

Pittsfi eld/Pike County 
(48 miles) 
pikelincoln.com 
217-285-2971

gateway community

Quincy

Contact:  Quincy Area Convention & Visitors Bureau

LookingforLincoln.comfor more information on each Looking forLincoln community.

Lincoln-Douglas Debate, Lincoln in the District,  
Quincy
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Located in the heart of Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area, Springfi eld is the 
city Lincoln called home for nearly half his life. Springfi eld and central Illinois had a 
profound effect on Lincoln’s life, as captured in these immortal words, “To this place, 
and the kindness of these people, I owe everything.” Today, Springfi eld, Illinois’ 
capital city, is home to numerous historic sites, attractions and events – including the 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum, the Lincoln Home National Historic Site, the 
Lincoln Tomb, the Old State Capitol and the popular “History 
Comes Alive” program. In this city he loved, you’ll truly 
experience Lincoln, the man. 

Contact: Springfi eld Convention & Visitors Bureau
217-789-2360 or 800-545-7300 
visitspringfi eldillinois.com

gateway community
Gateway: Springfi eld
Mileage shown from Springfi eld

Atlanta 
(46 miles) 
atlantaillinois.org
217-732-8687

Beardstown 
(47 miles) 
lincolninbeardstown.org

Decatur 
(40 miles) 
decaturcvb.com  
800-331-4479

Clinton/DeWitt County 
(48 miles) 
clintonilchamber.com  
866-4-DeWitt

Jacksonville 
(36 miles) 
jacksonvilleil.org  
800-593-5678

Lincoln 
(34 miles) 
destinationlogancountyil.com  
217-732-8687

Bloomington-Normal 
(60 miles) 
visitbn.org or 
800-433-8226

Mt. Pulaski 
(28 miles) 
mtpulaskiil.com 
217-732-8687

Petersburg/New Salem 
(24 miles) 
visitmenardcounty.com 
217-632-4000

Pleasant Plains 
(17 miles) 
clayville.org

Pittsfi eld/Pike County  
(71 miles) 
pikelincoln.com 
 217-285-2971

Shelbyville/Shelby County 
(60 miles)
lakeshelbyville.com  
217-774-2244

Taylorville 
(27 miles) 
taylorvillechamber.com 
217-824-4919

Springfield

Lincoln Tomb State Historic Site,
Springfi eld

l o o k i n g f o r l i n c o l n . c o m

Lincoln Tomb, the Old State Capitol and the popular “History 

LookingforLincoln.comfor more information on each Looking forLincoln community.
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Major Historic Attractions

Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Library and Museum (Springfi eld) 
Get ready to be entertained, educated, 
and yes, mesmerized! From the humble 
beginnings of a young pioneer to his rise 
to the presidency, the story of Lincoln’s 
life and times is captured through 
original artifacts, a partial reproduction 
of the 1860s White House, special 
effects theaters with ghostly images 
and high action and so much more. 
Visit here, step outside and look for 
Lincoln in the authentic attractions, 
living history events, and a Lincoln Story 
Trail scattered throughout the Abraham 
Lincoln National Heritage Area.

Lincoln Home National Historic 
Site (Springfi eld)  
Step into the world of the Lincoln family 
when you enter the only home he ever 
owned. Take a stroll through the lovely 
neighborhood surrounding the home for a 
rare glimpse into the daily lives of Lincoln 
– as a husband and father, a neighbor 
and friend, a lawyer and a politician. 

Lincoln Heritage Museum (Lincoln) 
Discover over 100 rare artifacts from our 
President Abraham Lincoln’s life and 
the Civil War on the fi rst fl oor. On the 
second fl oor, walk with Lincoln through 
a unique interactive visitor experience. 
Come see, hear and touch history at 
the Lincoln History Museum at Lincoln 
College, ranked one of the “Most 
Amazing University Museums in the 
World” by bestcollegesonline.com in 
2013.

Old State Capitol State Historic 
Site (Springfi eld)  
Stand in the very room where Lincoln 
made his famous “House Divided” 
speech, or where he argued cases 
before the Illinois Supreme Court, spent 
hours discussing the issues of the day 
with his colleagues in the law library, 
served central Illinois as a member of the 
Illinois legislature, and fi nally, lay in state 
before his burial in Oak Ridge Cemetery. 

New Salem State Historic Site 
(Petersburg) 
Explore the reconstructed pioneer village 
where Abraham Lincoln lived and worked 
as a young man over 150 years ago. 
Immerse yourself in the daily lives of the 
villagers as interpreters and actors in 
period dress bring history to life to tell 
the story of the life of Abraham Lincoln 
– store clerk, postmaster, citizen soldier 
and more. 

Lincoln Tomb State Historic Site 
(Springfi eld)  
Feel the majesty as you gaze upon the 
stunning granite monument that serves 
as the fi nal resting place for our 16th 
president, his wife, and three of their 
four children. Surpassed only by 
Arlington National Cemetery in our 
nation’s capital, Oak Ridge is the second 
most visited cemetery in the United 
States – welcoming visitors from around 
the globe.

Hundreds and hundreds of Lincoln stories have been gathered throughout the 42-counties of the Abraham Lincoln National 
Heritage Area – stories told through authentic historic attractions, wayside exhibits, special events, and living history programs. 
Here are just a few of the major historic attractions you’ll fi nd as you “Look for Lincoln” in central Illinois.
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Major Historic Attractions

Stop by our website at LookingforLincoln.com for links to more on these, and hundreds more sites and attractions located throughout the Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area.

David Davis Mansion State 
Historic Site (Bloomington) 
Gaze through a window into the social 
and political life Lincoln knew when you 
visit this stately 19th century mansion 
once owned by Lincoln confi dante and 
friend, Judge David Davis and his wife, 
Sarah. History attributes part of Lincoln’s 
success in obtaining the Republican 
nomination for the presidency to the 
infl uence and support of Judge Davis. 

Historic Nauvoo (Nauvoo) 
Experience the lives of the early 
members of the Mormon church who 
settled along the banks of the Mississippi 
River in 1839 as the people of Old 
Nauvoo set the stage for one aspect 
of prairie life from 1839-1846. Over 
30 historic attractions are brought to 
life through year round living history 
interpreters and performers who tell the 
story of these early Illinoisans. 

Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic 
Site (Lerna) 
Gain an understanding of rural life in 
1840s Illinois as you explore this humble 
prairie farmstead – the last home to 
Thomas and Sarah Bush Lincoln, father 
and stepmother of the man who would 
become President. Today, you’ll fi nd a 
working, living history farm developed 
around the two-room cabin belonging 
to the Lincolns, as well as the Stephen 
Sargent Farm nearby. 

McLean County Museum of 
History (Bloomington) 
Hear the stories of the people and 
landscape of McLean County through 
the years – including those who would 
have been Lincoln’s contemporaries 
inside the beautiful old courthouse. 
Discover the “Abraham Lincoln in 
McLean County” exhibit examining 
Lincoln’s work as an attorney in McLean 
County and on the Illinois Eighth Judicial 
Circuit. It defi nes Lincoln’s pivotal role in 
the anti-slavery movement and explores 
his last connections with the people of 
McLean County.

Metamora Courthouse State 
Historic Site (Metamora) 
Be a spectator in the rooms where 
Lincoln argued more than 70 cases 
during his years as circuit lawyer. This 
beautifully renovated courthouse is 
one of only two 8th Judicial Circuit 
courthouses remaining on their original 
sites. In the community museum on the 
fi rst fl oor, you’ll fi nd an array of artifacts 
from pioneer days through the Civil War. 
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Major Historic Attractions

Museum of the Grand Prairie 
(Mahomet)
Explore the Museum’s extensive 
collection interpreting 19th and early 
20th century life in east-central Illinois.  
You’ll fi nd two fl oors of unique exhibits 
presenting the architecture, trades 
and occupations, decorative arts, and 
childhood and domestic life of the time. 
In the “Champaign County’s Lincoln” 
exhibit you can travel in a buggy with 
Lincoln, see a daguerreotype camera 
up-close and hear Lincoln’s friends and 
neighbors talk about the early history of 
the community.

Mt. Pulaski Courthouse State 
Historic Site (Mt. Pulaski) 
Stop in and visit at one of only 
two remaining 8th Judicial Circuit 
Courthouses standing on their original 
site – and a frequent stop along the 
circuit traveled by Lincoln, the prairie 
lawyer. The Courthouse is restored, 
furnished and interpreted as a 1850s 
courthouse. Many of the court’s records 
were destroyed in a fi re years ago, but 
records still remain for two important 
patent cases tried by Lincoln in this 
building. 

Postville Courthouse State 
Historic Site (Lincoln) 
Imagine yourself arguing a point of law 
in this rugged looking, brown frame 
building – a reproduction of the building 
that served as the seat of Logan 
County government from 1840 – 1848. 
Reconstructed in 1953, the Postville 
Courthouse contains historical exhibits of 
the 8th Judicial Circuit, and a courtroom 
and offi ces furnished as they might have 
been when Lincoln worked here as a 
circuit lawyer.

Vandalia Statehouse State 
Historic Site (Vandalia) 
Step back in time to the early days of 
Illinois, a new member of the United 
States of America. The state capitol for 
Illinois from 1820 – 1839, the Vandalia 
Statehouse was the place Lincoln 
worked in his fi rst years as an Illinois 
legislator. It was here he honed his skills 
as a legislator and gifted orator, and 
where his fellow legislators began to 
recognize his qualities as a leader 
of men. 

Stop by our website at LookingforLincoln.com for links to more on these, and hundreds more sites and attractions located throughout the Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area.
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rail splitting demonstrations, and period 
crafts and children’s activities. Take in 
a vintage baseball game. Learn about 
Civil War medical practices and fi eld 
embalming processes. Treat yourself 
to a horse-drawn carriage ride. 
For exact dates and complete 
festival information, visit 
lincolninthedistrict.com. 

Lincoln’s Festival on Route 66, 
Bloomington  
(July)
Join in the fun as McLean County 
celebrates its ties to Abraham Lincoln 
– as well as to Historic U.S. Route 66 – 
and even William Shakespeare. Share 
in the stories, and in the fun, at a variety 
of sites throughout the Bloomington/
Normal area – where history comes alive 
through period reenactments, concerts, 
storytelling, theatrical performances, 
children’s games and crafts, a classic 
car show, kids’ carnival activities, and 
much, much more For exact dates 
and a schedule of programs, visit 
lincolnfestival.net.

Looking for Lincoln at the Illinois 
State Fair, Springfi eld 
(August)
Each year, Looking for Lincoln and the 
Abraham Lincoln National Heritage 
brings history to life on the grounds of 
the Illinois State Fair. Stop by the lawn of 
the Illinois Building just inside the main 
gate for a chance to meet Mr. Lincoln, 
play some period games – including 
creating your own Lincoln log buildings, 
watch period demonstrations such 
as blacksmithing or basket weaving, 
enjoy period music, and even practice 
marching drills with the USCT Civil War 
reenactors. You’ll discover the many 
sites and activities just waiting for you in 
the Abraham Lincoln National Heritage 
Area. For more information about 
the IL State Fair, visit illinois.gov/
statefair.

Looking for Lincoln Signature Events

History Comes Alive, Springfi eld 
(June-August) 
This summer-long living history program 
brings the historic Springfi eld of Lincoln’s 
day to life with period re-enactments, 
musical and theatrical performances, 
and more as Springfi eld’s Lincoln historic 
sites and downtown area transport you 
back to the city Lincoln loved. Don’t be 
surprised if you meet Mr. Lincoln himself 
enjoying a bit of lunch at a downtown 
eatery, or you run into Springfi eld’s 
own 1860s pop stars, the Lincoln 
Troubadours. From ghost walks to chats 
with a Civil War soldier leaving home 
for the battlefi elds, you’ll feel as though 
you are there. Check the website at 
visitspringfi eldillinois.com for exact 
dates and daily schedules.  

Lincoln Days Civil War 
Reenactment, Lake Pittsfi eld, IL 
Route 107
(June)
You can have a front row seat as Civil 
War battles rage all weekend long 
between the armies of the Union and 
the Confederacy on this 480 acre site. 
Explore the encampments surrounding 
the battlefi eld for a rare glimpse into the 
life of the soldiers, offi cers, doctors and 
others who served on the front lines of 
the War Between the States. Watch as 
the Infantry, Cavalry and Artillery conduct 
practice drills. Grab a seat for the ladies’ 
tea and fashion show, take part in 
children’s games and crafts, or take part 
in a period church service on Sunday 
morning. For exact dates and more 
on this exciting two-day event, visit 
pikelincoln.com. 

Lincoln in the District, Quincy 
(June)
Join in as the city of Quincy celebrates 
its Lincoln legacy during this unique 
festival on the historic downtown square. 
You’ll enjoy living history reenactments 
with Mr. Lincoln’s closest Quincy friends. 
You’ll even have the chance to meet Mr. 
Lincoln, himself. Experience authentic 

Each year, hundreds of special events of all kinds are held throughout the Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area. But, only a 
few events capture the essence of the life and times of Abraham Lincoln by bringing history to life in unique and exciting ways. 
These special events have earned the distinction of being named a “Looking for Lincoln Signature Event.”  

History Comes Alive

Lincoln Days Civil War Reenactment

Lincoln’s Festival on Route 66

Lincoln in the District

Looking for Lincoln at the 
Illinois State Fair



For more on these and all of the events happening all year long throughout the Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area, contact any local and regional tourism offi ces listed on page 28 or visit LookingforLincoln.com.
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www.sunsetinnandsuites.com    217-935-4140
B� k y� r stay today!



Charlie Parker’s Diner, Springfi eld
Parker’s Diner

Charlie Parker
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Highways and Byways Showcase Lincoln’s Landscape

A great way to visit the Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area is along any one of the 
fi ve different roads designated as American Scenic Byways. While you’re looking for 
Lincoln, explore the many landscapes of Illinois on these beautiful drives. Experience 
the Illinois that Mr. Lincoln knew as he traveled the countryside as a prairie lawyer.

Illinois Route 66
U.S. Route 66 is arguably one of the most famous roads 
in the world. And part of that iconic road crisscrosses the 
Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area in Illinois. For 
generations of travelers, Route 66 represents the freedom 
of the road – the chance to leave the everyday behind and 
step back to a simpler time – to the main streets of small 

town America. Mr. Lincoln may have made his road trips on the back of a horse or in 
a buggy, but your trip along Illinois Route 66 will let you follow his trail through central 
Illinois. For more on U.S. Route 66 in Illinois, contact us at:

Illinois Route 66 Scenic Byway
700 East Adams Street, Springfi eld 62701
(217) 525-9308
illinoisroute66.org

International Mother Road Festival,

Springfi eld

the mill on 66, Lincoln

l o o k i n g f o r l i n c o l n . c o m

Lincoln

Route 66 Hall of Fame & museum, Pontiac

illinoisroute66.org

Bunyon’s Statue, Atlanta
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Highways and Byways Showcase Lincoln’s Landscape

Great River Road in Illinois
For over 500 miles on Illinois’ western border, 
you’ll fi nd the breathtaking views and majestic 
landscapes along the mighty Mississippi. And, 
for many of those miles, you’ll be traveling in 
the Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area. 
Here you’ll fi nd the country Lincoln loved as 

he rode from town to town as a prairie lawyer and a future 
president. Enjoy the banks and bluffs, the fi elds and prairies, 
and the majestic waterways just as travelers during Lincoln’s 
day would have experienced. 

Great Rivers Country Tourism Offi ce
581 South Deere Road, Macomb 61455
(877) 477-7007 or (309) 837-7460
greatriverroad-illinois.org

A great way to visit the Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area is along any one of the fi ve different roads designated as American 
Scenic Byways. While you’re looking for Lincoln, explore the many landscapes of Illinois on these beautiful drives. Experience the 
Illinois that Mr. Lincoln knew as he traveled the countryside as a prairie lawyer.

Meeting of the Great Rivers
Time and again visitors are drawn to 
America’s rivers longing for adventure, a 
sense of the past, and the days of leisurely 
vacations and relaxing drives. Return to a time 
of simplicity and American values along the 
Meeting of the Great Rivers National Scenic 
Byway where the Mighty Mississippi, Missouri, 

and Illinois Rivers converge. The 33-mile Meeting of the 
Great Rivers Byway meanders its way through the Abraham 
Lincoln National Heritage Area, beginning in Hartford and 
ending in Grafton at Pere Marquette State Park. Make plans to 
explore the spectacular scenery, archeological fi nds, historic 
happenings, cultural experiences and memorable recreation 
along the way.  

Meeting of the Great Rivers National Scenic Byway
200 Piasa Street, Alton, 62002
(800) 258-6645 or (618) 465-6676
greatriversbyway.com/our-byway
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Illinois River Road
On the Illinois River Road, you’ll travel 
the same path as early French explorers. 
Whether you want to hike the bluff trails, 
bike the historic canal towpaths, throw in a 
fi shing line, canoe in one of the beautifully 
restored wetlands along the way, or just 
soak in the natural beauty as you travel 

between Looking for Lincoln communities – this is the 
perfect chance to immerse yourself in the rich history and 
beauty of the Illinois River Valley. 

Illinois River Road National Scenic Byway
613 West Marquette Street, Ottawa 61350
(815) 433-5830
illinoisriverroad.org

Historic National Road
America’s fi rst highway, known as the Historic 
National Road, was built on big plans to 
join the already civilized East Coast with the 
western frontier. From 1830 to 1838, as a 
young man named Abraham Lincoln was 
fi nding his way as a prairie lawyer and state 
legislator, construction of the Illinois portion of 

the road would be underway. Although by the 1850s railroads 
became the preferred method of East-West travel in the U.S., 
the Illinois section of the National Road – stretching from the 
Wabash Valley to the Mississippi River – holds the stories of 
nearly two centuries of American history. 

National Road Association of IL
106 South 5th Street
P.O. Box 233, Vandalia 62471
(888) 268-0042
nationalroad.org 

Highways and Byways Showcase Lincoln’s Landscape
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Get Your Passport Stamped to Commemorate Your Lincoln 
Experience 
Explore the communities and landscapes where Lincoln lived, worked and 
traveled through the Passport to Your National Parks program. You can collect 
passport cancellation stamps at specifi c sites in participating Looking for Lincoln 
communities – as you Look for Lincoln. Don’t have an offi cial National Park 
Service (NPS) passport book? You can purchase one at a number of the 
passport stamp sites. Similar to the cancellation stamps on an international 
passport, the NPS passport book lets you record the name and date of all of the 
communities you visited for a lifetime record of your adventures in the Abraham 
Lincoln National Heritage Area.

Looking for Lincoln Story Trail   
Follow the story trail to fi nd intriguing Lincoln stories unique to each Looking for 
Lincoln community. Told through a series of over 200 wayside exhibits and statues in 
over 50 Heritage Area communities – the stories describe the local people and events 
that played a key role in Lincoln’s journey to greatness. Each exhibit includes a one-of-
a-kind medallion containing an image from the exhibit story. With a piece of paper and 
a pencil, you can create your own Looking for Lincoln rubbing. Collect all 200 stories 
as a record of your trip through the land of Abraham Lincoln. 

Your Guides to the Life and Times of Abraham Lincoln
Want to learn more about the life, times, and legacy of Abraham Lincoln in central 
Illinois? Need some help planning your next Lincoln exploration? The Looking for 
Lincoln book series will help you do just that. The book series examines Lincoln’s 
rise to greatness from his central Illinois roots and shares the region’s history, culture, 
and signifi cance in not only the Lincoln story – but in the story of our nation. 
The series, a collaborative effort between Southern Illinois University Press and the 
Looking for Lincoln Heritage Coalition, currently features three full-color, heavily 
illustrated guidebooks:  Lincoln’s Springfi eld; Lincoln and Mormon Country; 
and A Guide to Lincoln’s Eighth Judicial Circuit. A fourth title, Historic Houses 
of Lincoln’s Illinois, is planned for publication in late 2018. For information on 
ordering your copy of one, or all, of the Looking for Lincoln books, visit our website 
at lookingforlincoln.com.

Travel Planning Made EasyThrough a series of suggested itineraries, you can visit the countless 
places in Illinois where Lincoln lived and traveled for nearly 30 years. Along 

the way, you’ll meet the people and 
discover the stories unique to each community and area of the Abraham 

Lincoln National Heritage Area. Through amazing historic attractions, 
story trail exhibits, and living history special events, you’ll come to know 

the man that was Abraham Lincoln. 
You’ll fi nd an array of itineraries on the 
offi cial Looking for Lincoln website at LookingforLincoln.com. Be sure to 

check back often as new itineraries are 
added as they become available. 

Following the Lincoln Trails
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Gateway Tourism Offi ces

Alton Regional Convention 
& Visitors Bureau

Meeting of the Great Rivers
200 Piasa Street
Alton 62002
(800) 258-6645 or (618) 465-6676
visitalton.com or greatriversbyway.com 

Bloomington-Normal Area 
Convention & Visitors Bureau

Central IL Regional Airport (BMI)
3201 Cira Drive #201
Bloomington 61704
(800) 433-8226 or (309) 665-0033
visitbn.org 

Charleston Tourism Offi ce
520 Jackson Avenue
Charleston 61920
(217) 345-5650
charlestontourism.org 

Danville Area Convention 
& Visitors Bureau
100 West Main Street #146
Danville 61832
(800) 383-4386 or (217) 442-2096
visitdanvillearea.com 

Quincy Area Convention 
& Visitors Bureau
532 Gardner Expressway
Quincy 62301 
(800) 978-4748 or (217) 214-3700
seequincy.com 

Visit Springfi eld
109 North Seventh Street
Springfi eld 62701
(800) 545-7300 or (217) 789-2360
visitspringfi eldillinois.com 
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Destination Logan County 
1555 5th Street
Lincoln 62656
(217) 732-8687
destinationlogancountyil.com 

Visit Champaign County
17 East Taylor Street
Champaign 61820
(800) 369-6151 or (217) 351-4133
visitchampaigncounty.org 

Decatur Area Convention 
& Visitors Bureau
202 East North Street
Decatur 62523
(800) 331-4479 or (217) 423-7000
decaturcvb.com 

Freeport/Stephenson County 
Convention & Visitors Bureau
4596 U.S. Highway 20 East 
Freeport 61032
(800) 369-2955 or (815) 233-1357
celebratefreeport.com 

Galesburg Area Convention 
& Visitors Bureau
2163 East Main Street
Galesburg 61401
(800) 916-3330 or (309) 343-2485
visitgalesburg.com 

Jacksonville Area Convention 
& Visitors Bureau
310 East State Street
Jacksonville 62650
(800) 593-5678 or (217) 243-5678
jacksonvilleil.org

Lake Shelbyville Area Convention 
& Visitors Bureau
315 East Main Street
Shelbyville 62565
(217) 774-2244
lakeshelbyville.com 

Macomb Area Convention 
& Visitors Bureau
201 South Lafayette Street
Macomb 61455
(309) 833-1315
makeitmacomb.com

Ottawa Visitors Center
1028 La Salle Street 
Ottawa 61350
(815) 434-2737
pickusottawail.com

Peoria Area Convention 
& Visitors Bureau
456 Fulton Street, #300
Peoria 61602
(800) 747-0302 or (309) 676-0303
peoria.org 

Visit Pontiac Illinois
115 West Howard Street
Pontiac 61764
(815) 844-5847
visitpontiac.org 

Southernmost Illinois Tourism 
Bureau
P.O. Box 378
Anna 62906
(800) 248-4373 or (618) 833-9928
southernmostillinois.com

Looking for Lincoln Heritage 
Coalition 
#1 Old State Capitol Plaza
Springfi eld, IL 62701
217-782-6817
lookingforlincoln.com

Looking for Lincoln Heritage 

Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area Tourism Offi ces

Other Heritage Area Tourism Offi ces
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