
A C C O M M O D A T I O N S 

There are two campgrounds w i th in the park — 
Black Woods and Seawall . Trai lers are welcome 
but no ut i l i ty connect ions a re available for them. 
C a m p s i t e r e s e r v a t i o n s c a n n o t be made , and 
there is a 14-day l imit on camping in the park. 
From late June to late August they are usually 
fu l l before noon. Privately owned campgrounds 
are available outs ide the park. 

In the vil lages on M o u n t Desert Island and on 
Schoodic Peninsula you can f ind hotels, motels, 
rooming houses, and restaurants, some of wh ich 
are open all year. The National Park Service 
has no con t ro l over these faci l i t ies. 

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 

Acadia National Park is admin is tered by the 
Nat ional Park Service, U.S. Depar tment of the 
Inter ior . A super in tendent , whose address is 
Bar Harbor , Ma ine04609 , is in immediate charge. 
THE DEPARTMENT OF THE I N T E R I O R - t h e 
Nation's pr inc ipal natural resource agency— has 
a special obl igat ion to assure that our expend
able resources are conserved, that renewable 
resources are managed to produce op t imum 
benefi ts, and that all resources con t r ibu te to 
the progress and prosper i ty of the Uni ted States, 
now and in the fu tu re . 

U. S. D e p a r t m e n t of t h e I n t e r i o r 
N a t i o n a l P a r k Se rv ice 
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Acadia is a remarkable combination of bold gran
ite mountains, coastal headlands, cliffs, lakes, 
streams, bays, peninsulas, islands, and ocean 
unequaled in topographic variety and scenic 
beauty along our entire Atlantic shoreline. 

Located mostly on Moun t Desert Island, the larg
est island along Maine's rocky, island-studded 
coast, Acadia is almost whol ly sur rounded by 
the sea. Prominent among its scenic features 
are the "Mon ts Deserts"—the wi lderness moun
ta ins—asChampla innamedthem in 1604, a chain 
of rounded granite peaks which reach a maxi
mum height of 1,530 feet. Rising steeply above 
deep valleys w i th numerous lakes, they over
look the encirc l ing ocean and bays, the neigh
boring islands, and the nearby mainland. 

Equally impressive is the jagged, rocky, surf-
swept shorel ine where great c l i f fs , undermined 
by pounding storm waves, rise vert ical ly f rom 
theocean. ln places,chasms and caves have been 
carved out by the sea, whi le elsewhere it has 
built seawalls and beaches of cobble and sand. 

Because of its var iety of natural env i ronments 
and a cl imate tempered by the sur round ing sea, 
Acadia also possesses a great diversi ty of plants 
and animals, both land and mar ine. Teeming t ide 
pools and mossy spruce-f ir forests are t w o of 
its most d ist inct ive natural communi t ies. 

The great appeal of th is seacoast island park 
also lies in its h istor ical associat ions. Its dist inc
t ive out l ine became an early landmark. For more 
than 100 years the island was part of France's 
New Wor ld te r r i t o ry of La Cadie. It was the site 
of the f i rs t French Jesuit colony in Amer ica. 

A f te r 1760, it became a New England f ron t ie r , 
sett led by hardy seafarers who gained their live
l ihoods by f ish ing, sh ipbui ld ing, and lumber ing . 

In 1855 the f i rs t summer v is i tors ar r ived, and 
soon the area grew in to a noted summer resort . 

Today, Acadia Nat ional Park stands as a noble 
monument to those publ ic-spir i ted cit izens w h o , 
intensely loving its beauty, fe l t that it should 
be preserved unspoi led for the enjoyment of all 
Amer icans now and in the fu tu re . 

NATURALIST PROGRAM 

The best way to increase your understanding of 
the park, and thus your en joyment of it, is to 
t a k e a d v a n t a g e of t h e n a t u r a l i s t p r o g r a m . 
Through the var ied act iv i t ies of this p rogram — 
seashore, wood land , and mounta in top nature 
walks; boat cruises in Frenchman Bay, to the 
Is lesford Histor ica l Museum and Somes Sound, 
and to Taker Is land; and evening campf i re pro
grams— you can become acquainted w i th the 

plants and animals, geology, and human history 
of the park area and at the same t ime see some 
of its scenic h ighl ights. 

Each summer day, park ranger-natural ists con
duct a var iety of these act iv i t ies. Evening camp-
f i re programs are held in spacious amphithea
ters several nights each week at both the Black 
Woods and Seawall Campgrounds. Al l are wel
come to these p rograms, wh ich include talks 
i l lustrated w i th color slides and group s inging. 

Copies of the natural is t p rogram schedule are 
available at park headquarters and at the park 
campgrounds. 

M U S E U M S 

At Sieur de Mon ts Spr ing are the Nature Center 
and the Abbe Museum of Stone Age Ant iqu i t ies. 
The Nature Center houses natural h istory ex
hibits and is open f r om May to mid-October. 
The Abbe Museum contains many relics of In
dian cu l tu re and is open f r om May 30 to about 
mid-September. A wi ld l i fe garden is located ad
jacent to the Nature Center. At the Islesford 
Histor ical Museum on Li t t le Cranber ry Island is 
a unique col lect ion of h istor ical and cul tura l ob
jects relat ing to the set t lement and early life of 
this v ic in i ty . Several natura l is t -conducted t r ips 
are made to this museum each week in summer. 



ENJOYING ACADIA 

Park Loop Road. This 20-mile-long road on the 
eastern side of Moun t Desert Island connects 
the lake and mountain area w i t h the seashore. 
Branching off f rom this c i rcu i t loop is Cadillac 
Mounta in Summit Road wh ich leads to superb 
panoramas f rom the highest point on our At
lantic Coast. 

The view nor th f rom the grounds of the Jordan 
Pond House is one of Acadia's choicest inland 
scenes. It was created by the passage of a mile-
th ickglac ia l ice sheet wh ich carved the U-shaped 
valleys, scooped out the lake's basin, and rounded 
the l i t t l e m o u n t a i n s , w h i c h have been a p t l y 
named the Bubbles. 

Along the Ocean Drive sector of Park Loop Road 
may be seen a number of marine features such 
as Anemone Cave, Sand Beach, Thunder Hole, 
and Otter Cl i f fs. 

In addit ion you may wish to drive over the gravel 
Long Pond and Western Mounta in Fire Roads 
on the western side of M o u n t Desert Island. 

Schoodic Peninsula is the only part of Acadia 
on the mainland. A park road, reached via U.S. 
1 and Maine 186, fo l lows Schoodic 's co lo r fu l 
rock-bound shore in its ent i re ty . A t Schoodic 
Point, magni f icent displays of surf may be seen 
fo l low ing s torms. Sweeping views of land and 
sea are addi t ional rewards here. 

The Ocean Drive and Schoodic sectors of the 
park road system are kept open in w in ter . The 
remainder of the park roads are available for 
oversnow-vehic le use. 

Park roads are not high-speed h ighways. They 
were designed for leisurely en joyment of the 
park scenery. Max imum speed al lowed is 35 
m.p.h., except where posted. Dr ive carefu l ly . 

Trails and carr iage roads. Trai ls reach nearly 
every summit and valley in the park. Ranging 
f rom easy lowland paths to rugged mounta in 
t ra i ls , they of fer many oppor tun i t ies for st imu
lat ing walks and hikes. Trai l maps may be pur
chased at park headquarters. 

Supplement ing the t ra i l system are some 50 
miles of carr iage roads. Closed to cars, these 
roads w i n d t h rough spectacular mounta in and 
lake scenery. They of fer an excel lent set t ing for 
leisurely h ik ing, b icyc l ing, and horseback and 
carr iage t r ips . You can rent saddle horses and 
ca r r i agesa tWi ldwood Stable, near Jo rdan Pond, 
and bicycles in Bar Harbor. 

Boat trips. No visit t o Acadia is complete wi th
out a boat t r i p . A t nearly all the island vil lages 
you can take scheduled sightseeing t r ips or hire 
boats fo r pr ivate cruises. 

Fishing is permi t ted in accordance w i t h State 
laws. A State license is needed for f resh-water 
f ish ing, none for sal t -water angl ing. T rou t , sal
mon , bass, and other game f ish a re in f resh-water 
lakes; brook t r ou t are in the streams. 

Swimming. For those who want to brave the 
chi l l waters there are park sw imming areas w i th 
l i feguards at Sand Beach and Echo Lake. Other 
beaches are at Bar Harbor and Seal Harbor . 
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