
Allegheny Portage
Railroad

National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior

Allegheny Portage Railroad
National Historic Site

The Lemon House

The Lemon House is an example of how the local social and economic structure developed in association
with the Allegheny Portage Railroad. The building itself represents the many hostelries along the
Pennsylvania Main Line where travelers stopped to eat, drink, share stories about their journeys, and
sometimes sleep over. The story of Samuel Lemon is but one example of the many entrepreneurs who
utilized the area's natural resources and transportation links in order to make a more prosperous living.
The Historic Site focuses on the period 1830-1850. The interior of the Lemon House is restored to what
was most likely during the summer of 1840.

Historic Landscape No written record has been uncovered that

specifically describes the original landscape
Samuel Lemon encountered when he built

his first log tavern near the Gallitzin road.

By 1840, however, the area surrounding the

Lemon House had become a vibrant working

landscape. Where wild cherry, poplar, ash,

or chestnut may have stood a stone tavern, barn

and other outbuildings, engine house, and coal

wharf existed. Where open spaces may have

dotted the area, fields ripe with hay grasses

evolved. The Lemons likely cultivated a vegetable

garden. Evidence suggests that at some point the

landscape supported an orchard.

Lemon Family
Jean Moore Lemon (1797-1880)

Jean Moore of Huntingdon, Pennsylvania,

appears to have been a well educated, highly
efficient inn keeper. She and her husband,

Samuel, operated several taverns, some

written materials credit her with keeping the

account books. In her published obituary

Jean Lemon was honored for her charity,
sympathy, and generous nature. She and her

husband had fouir children, Robert, John,

Margaret, and Samuel H. Lemon.

Samuel Lemon (1793-1867)

Born in 1795 in Huntingdon County,

Pennsylvania, of Scotch-Irish roots,

Samuel Lemon seemed destined to lead a

notable life. His grandfather served under

General George Washington in the War of

Independence and his father fought in the
War of 1812. Samuel himself enlisted in the

volunteer militia and served as a private. His
best work seems to be as a tavern keeper and

general businessman.
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