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Navigable Tributaries .

"They are the natural highways of all nations,
not only leveling the ground and removing ob-
stacles from the path of the traveler, quenching his
thirst and bearing him on their bosoms, but con-
ducting him through the most interesting scenery,
the most populous portions of the plobe, and .
where the animal and vegetable kmgdoms attam
their greatest perfection." Henry David Thoreau

A Week On the Concord and Merrimack Rivers

Introduction

The story of the Blackstone River and Canal can
be told from many vantage points. Perhaps the
best way to experience its history and b~auty is
with a canoe beneath you and a paddle In your-
hand.
The river meanders 44 miles from Worcester,
Mass., to Pawtucket, R.I., through urban develop-
ments, historic villages, farmlands, and forests.
The Blackstone drops an average of ten feet per
mile, steeper than even the Colorado River
through the Grand Canyon.

The river has been recognized as an early re-
source for Native Americans and an exploitable
resource since the area's settlement by Europeans
in the 1640s. Various mills began to appear in the
1670s, and the first successful cotton mill in the
New World, Slater Mill, was erected at the mouth
of the river in 1793. The almost wholly-preserved
19th century landscapes, buildings, and villages
along the river give it a national importance, recog-
nized in 1986 when Congress created the Black-
stone River Valley National Heritage Corridor.
The Blackstone Canal was constructed in 1828
and ferried passengers and freight between Worc-
ester and Providence for twenty years. The canal
was replaced by the Providence and Worcester
Railroad in 1848. While most of the canal locks
were dismantled, evidence of the canal exists in
many locations. .. ..
Virtually the entire length of the nv~r, and sIgnIfI-
cant sections of the canal, are navigable by canoe.
Some sections require greater skill than others,
and difficult portages are sometimes necessary.
The Blackstone River Canoe Guide provides the
necessary information to canoe the river while.
learning about its varied natural and cultural his-
tory. The guide has been produced as a coopera-
tive effort between the National Park Service, the
Blackstone River Valley National Heritage Corridor
Commission, the Blackstone River Watershed
Association, and the Parks Association of Rhode
Island.
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Using the Guide:

This guide divides the river into 15 segments of
various lengths, ten in Massachusetts and five in
Rhode Island. Organization of the guide proceeds
from the northernmost navigable point on the main
stem of the river in Worcester south to where it
becomes the Seekonk River in Pawtucket.
These relatively short segments - 1.2 to 4 miles -
allow canoeists planning a trip to choose several
contiguous segments or parts of segments to form
trips of many different lengths. The section maps
are contiguous, each with a slight overlap. The
text opposite each map identifies access points
and obstacles, and describes the necessary
portages. Interpretive information is also provided
on various natural and historical features.
Reference is made throughout the text to the left
or right bank of the river, or to river right or river
left. These directions refer to canoeists' orientation
facing downstream.

River Difficulty Ratings

Each river segment, and many portions of seg-
ments, describe the river difficulty using the follow-
ing international scale. Inexperienced paddlers
should not attempt to paddle sections greater than
Class II.

Flatwater- There is little or no current, and the
river's surface is smooth and unbroken. Paddling
upstream is easy.
Quickwater- The river moves fast. Its surface is
nearly smooth at high water levels, but likely to be
choppy at medium water levels and shallow at low
water levels.
Class 1- Moving water with a few riffles and
small waves. Few or no obstructions.
Class 1/- Easy rapids with waves up to three
feet, and wide, clear channels that are obvious
without scouting. Some maneuvering is required.
Class 11/- Rapids with high, irregular waves often
capable of swamping an open canoe. Narrow pas-
sages that often require complex maneuvering.
May require scouting from shore.
Class IV-VI- Do not occur on the Blackstone.

Water Conditions

Water conditions vary seasonally; what may be a
calm section one season may have a strong
current and difficult rapids in another. A major rain
storm can even change the conditions significantly
in a matter of hours. Therefore, caution is neces-
sary at all times. It is recommended that canoeists
check the water level and river conditions prior to
every trip.
Historically, the water in the Blackstone River has
suffered the effects of the industries that grew up
along its banks. In more recent years, the river
has been cleaned up significantly. However,
canoeists are advised not to intentionally come in
contact with the water and to keep ones mouths
closed if the canoe overturns.

Time

Many variables influence the amount of time
required to paddle a mile of river. Water conditions
exert the greatest influence, while wind may also
playa role. The canoeist's approach - be it
athletic or leisurely - will have an obvious influ-
ence on the total travel time. However, as a rough
approximation, paddlers can expect to paddle
three miles per hour on a typical late spring day
with minimal wind. Don't forget to add time for
portages, breaks, etc.

Portages

Portages are listed at the beginning of each seg-
ment. Required portages, such as dams, are noted
on the map and accompanying text. Caution:
There are currently no warnings of approaching
dams, and they are not always obvious from
upstream. Optional portages, often a breached
dam or rapids of Class I or greater, are noted in
the text but not shown on the map. Most seg-
ments also end with a portage.
Assume that all land bordering the river is private
property. Therefore, please be courteous and
show respect for these lands. Portage quickly; do
not loiter. This will help to foster a much needed
spirit of cooperation between riverfront landowners
and recreational canoeists.



Picnic Sites/Trash/Toilets

Only a few formal picnic sites have been devel-
oped along the river, though many more are in the
planning stages. Trash cans are few and far
between. It is each canoeist's responsibility to
take out everything that is brought in. Please do
not litter. Better yet, your help in picking up any
trash you see would be most appreciated.
There are no public toilet facilities along the river at
the present time, so plan accordingly.

For More Information

Additional information about the river and its
his~ory may be obtained from the following organi-
zations:

Blackstone River Valley National Heritage
Corridor Commission
P.O. Box 34
Uxbridge, MA 01569
(508) 278-9400

Blackstone River Watershed Association
Northbridge Town Hall
Memorial Square
Whitinsville, MA 01588
(508) 234-8797

Parks Association of Rhode Island
P.O. Box 6606
Providence, RI 02940
(401) 253-0219
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Start-End: Milbury St. Worcester-McCraclen
Rd. Milbury River Miles: 0.0 to 1.8
Description: Quickwater, Class I
Scenery: Towns, Settled
Map: USGS Worcester South
Portgages: .9 mi. dam

Surprisingly secluded quickwater paddle in the
urbanized section of Worcester.

Paddlers will encounter primarily quickwater for the
entire 1.8 miles of this section with occasional
short stretches of Class I rapids.
The Blackstone River begins at the confluence of
Middle River and Mill Brook at the corner of
Millbury and Ballard Streets in downtown Worc-
ester. It is easy to see this point from the Millbury
Street bridge.
The first practical access to the Blackstone is just
northwest of the Millbury Street/Ballard Street
intersection in Worcester. Upstream of this point
the river flows through high retaining walls and an
industrialized setting, making access at this time
difficult. Park near the Millbury Street/Ballard
Street intersection and carry about 20 yards to the
west bank of the river to put in.
At river mile 0.9 look for an island that causes the
river to divide. There is a Class I drop on either
side. To the right of the island is a breached dam
dropping about 4 feet over large boulders. The
portage is short (10 yards) and is directly over the
boulders or on either side of the river. Just above
the dam is a breach in the island leading to the left
channel. This channel eliminates the portage but
can be brushy.
At river mile 1.4 the outfall from the wastewater
treatment plant for the Upper Blackstone Water
Pollution Abatement District enters on the right.
During periods of low rainfall the volume of water
leaving the treatment plant can be several times
greater than the flow in the river above the outfall.
From here it is a short but pleasant paddle to the
McCracken Road bridge immediately west of
Route 146 in Millbury. ke out just before the
bridge on the left side.
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Start-End: McCracken Rd., Milbury-Riverlin St.
Milbury River Miles: 1.8 to 4.3
Description: Flatwater, Quickwater, Class I - III
Scenery: Towns, settled
Map: USGS Worcester South
Portages: 2.4 mi. rapids 3.7 mi. rapids

The most high spirited and challenging conditions
found on the Blackstone.

This segment is recommended only for experi-
enced paddlers with proper equipment.
Park at McCracken Road and put in above the
bridge on either side of the river. Immediately after
the bridge is an easily paddled drop. The next .5
miles is mostly flatwater, giving no hint of what is
to come.
The first set of rapids encountered is Class I - II at
river mile 2.4, best run on the left side. To port-
age, take out on the right bank at a large sand bar
and carry by the rapids. The portage is about 300
yards. From here, the river is mostly quickwater to
the next set of rapids. After passing under the
second railroad bridge the river turns right and
begins a descent through Class II and III rapids
requiring expert canoeing skills and proper gear.
If you are not an experienced paddler,
take out now
Scout the rapids from the right bank all the way to

the South Main Street bridge under which there is
a 4 to 6 foot chute.
To portage these rapids, take out on the right bank
before the railroad bridge at a large rock. Carry
along the Providence and Worcester Railroad right
of way or the top of the steep river bank to South
Main Street. A few difficult put-ins exist just down-
stream of South Main Street. Alternatively, con-
tinue carrying along Maple Street to Route 122A.
Put in at the 122A bridge over the river and paddle
the short distance to the take-out at Riverlin Street.

W1LKINSONVILLE



Start-End: Riverlin St., Millbury
Chase Road, Sutton
River Miles: 4.3 to 5.7
Description .Flatwater, Quickwater
Scenery: Towns, Rural
Map: USGS Worcester South, Milford
Portages: 4.6 mi. dam

Leisurely paddle with bucolic rural scenery and
side trips through historic canal remnants

Two dams make this segment largely flatwater.
Paddling can be done leisurely, with ample oppor-
tunity to enjoy the wildlife which gradually becomes
more abundant as the river flows south toward less
disturbed landscapes.
Park near the intersection of Riverlin Street and
Canal Street, and put in on either side of the
Riverlin Street bridge. At river mile 4.6 near an
electric power substation, the first dam is encoun-
tered. Portage is on the right, about 50 yards.
During low water it is possible to carryover the
dam itself (on the left side). Immediately after the
dam is a short stretch of quickwater before settling
back into flatwater. There are one or two short
segments of the Blackstone Canal near the Cross
Street bridge that are fun to explore. One of the
many bucolic scenes encountered on the Black-
stone River greets paddlers near the take-out at
Chase Road in Sutton. An old farmhouse and
barn nestled into a hillside are pleasant reminders
of a bygone agricultural era. Take out just above
the "Singing Dam" (Pleasant Falls), so called
because of the strange rhythm made by the river
flowing over it, on the left side of the river. To
continue, carryover Chase Road. The portage
along the left bank is about 75 yards, while the
right side (recommended) is about 150 yards.

WILKINSONVILLE



Start-End: Chase Rd., Sutton-Depot St., Grafton
River Miles: 5.7 to 9.7
Description: Flatwater, Quickwater, Class I - II
Scenery: Towns, Rural, Forested
Map: USGS Milford
Portages: 6.2 Class I drop 8.3 Class drop
6.7 dam
9.1 dam

A variety of canoeing challenges, including an
optional trip through the canal.

Park at Chase Road and put-in just downstream of
the bridge on either side of the river. Putting in on
the left adjacent to the bridge abutments enables
paddlers to run a stretch of Class I rapids before
settling into quickwater.
After the rapids and quickwater downstream of
Chase Road, the river is mostly flatwater with an
easily runnable 1 to 2 foot drop at river mile 6.2
near several factory buildings. To portage around
this drop, take out on the right bank and carry
about 30 yards. The next portage is at a breached
dam at Saundersville Mill (river mile 6.7). Portage
is made by paddling well to the left side of the dam
and carrying directly over the dam to where there
is a short stretch of Class I - II rapids. Adhering to
the the left side of the river after portaging will
eliminate most of these rapids.
At the Pleasant Street bridge (river mile 7.2), the
river divides and paddlers have the option of
choosing the left channel which is meandering
flatwater, or the right channel which is an easily
paddled and fairly long stretch of Class I rapids.
Immediately after these two channels rejoin (river
mile 8.3) there is a Class II drop of 2 to 3 feet.
Portage around the drop on either bank.
At river mile 8.5, the Quinsigamond River enters
on the left at Fisherville Pond.

Carryover the stepped dam at Fisherville Mill (river
mile 9.1) to avoid the rapids to the left. To run the
chute along the left bank below the dam, take out
on the left bank just above the dam and carry
down the steep slope to just below the dam and
enjoy the short stretch of Class II rapids in the old
tailrace. From here to the end is slackwater and
pleasant. Take-out at the short retaining wall
along the right bank at Depot Street.

SUTTON



Start-End: Depot St., Grafton - Riverdale St.,
Northbridge
River Miles: 9.7 to 13.2
Description: Flatwater, Quickwater, Class I
Scenery: Forested, Rural, Towns
Map: USGS Milford
Portages: None

Easy paddling through several historic mill villages.

The river's flow and scenery in this segment are
consistent from the put-in to just above Sutton
Street in Northbridge. There are many swamp-like
backwaters that can be explored and which often
yield excellent sightings of wildlife, including Great
Blue Herons, Wood Ducks, Muskrats and turtles if
paddlers are quiet.
Park at Depot Street and put in downstream of the
bridge on the right river bank. A well-preserved
segment of the canal exists to the west of the river
from Depot Street to a point downstream where it
reconnects with the river. At river mile 11.5 the
river bends right after paralleling the Providence
and Worcester Railroad bed and Route 122 and
passes through Class I rapids adjacent to the old
Rockdale Mill (now Coz Chemical Co.). Behind the
building, near the steel bridge over the river is the
starting line of the Blackstone River Watershed
Association's annual spring canoe race, usually
held the second Saturday in May.
Shortly after passing under Sutton Street and
Route 122, slackwater from the Riverdale Mill dam
is encountered. You may catch a glimpse of
Shining Rock on the left. A nice short hike to
Shining Rock Park is possible by pulling out on the
left bank, cutting across the floodplain to School
Street, and looking for the wooden trailhead sign.
From there it is a short but steep hike to a series of
granite cliffs which offer a nice view of the river and
surrounding areas.
The remaining .5 mi. is through the large impound-
ment created by the dam. Take-out along River-
dale Street in front of the brick mill building. To
continue, portage over Riverdale Street, by
the dam, and put in on the right bank. 'f
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Start-End: Riverdale St., Northbridge - Hartford
Ave., Uxbridge
River Miles: 13.2 to 17.1
Description: Quickwater, Flatwater
Scenery: Forested, Rural
Map: USGS Milford, Uxbridge
Portages: None
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Blackstone River and Canal Heritage State Park.

Here the river is in a considerable state of flux
within its broad flood plain. The river is constantly
eroding its banks and creating new channels. In
many places, the river has breached the canal
towpath embankment and it is possible to paddle
within the canal for considerable distances.
Park at Riverdale Street and put in below the dam,
river right. Grist mill ruins are just across the river
from here. The area around the Church Street
bridge is called Plummer's Landing, named for a
store and inn owner who catered to the canal
trade. The bridge over the canal at Church Street
is made of an old canal lock.
Upon reaching Rice City Pond, named for the
large stands of wild rice growing in it, notice large
stands of the tall thick-stemmed grass called
phragmites australis, home to large concentrations
of migrating blackbirds in the fall. Much of the land
abutting the pond, including a promontory on the
left called "King Philip's Rock" (named for the
Wampanoag Indian chief), is owned by the state
and forms the nucleus of the Blackstone River and
Canal Heritage State Park. The rock is a short hike
from the riverbank and provides an excellent view
of the river valley.
Immediately after the phragmites, take the right
channel and look for a small backwater section
that leads into a preserved canal-era artifact: the
Goat Hill lock (1827). Continuing on, paddlers will
enjoy an abundance of wildlife and migrating birds
within the pond. When approaching the Hartford
Avenue stone arch bridge (1869), avoid the left
side, under which is a 6 foot waterfall. Take out is
after the bridge on the right at the Charles Ballou
Memorial Recreation Area.
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Start-End: Hartford Ave., Uxbridge - Route 16,
Uxbridge
River Miles: 17.1 to 18.9
Description: Quickwater, Flatwater
Scenery: Forested, Rural
Map: USGS Uxbridge
Portages: None

The river twists and meanders through rural
Uxbridge.

Park at Hartford Avenue, one of the oldest long-
distance highways in the state (about 1730), and
put in below the spillway nearest the right bank of
the river. While carrying to the put-in, notice the
well preserved and navigable canal section to the
west of the river. This segment can be paddled as
a self contained trip (eliminating the need to shuttle
vehicles before the trip) by paddling down river,
portaging into the canal, and paddling back up the
canal past 19th century mill and farm buildings and
fields to the put-in. Caution should be exercised
when negotiating the hairpin switchbacks that are
encountered in the river along this segment.
If paddling the circular tour, look for a small chan-
nel leading right at river mile 18.6. Paddle into this
channel until it is unnavigable (about 20 yards) and
carry along the short path and up the slope to the
canal towpath. Paddle up the canal to the put-in.
Alternatively, continue past the canal the remain-
ing .3 miles to the Route 16 bridge. Take-out on
the left bank immediately past the bridge and short
Class I drop.



Start-End: Route 16, Uxbridge - River
Rd.,Uxbridge
River Miles: 18.9 to 22.7
Description: Flatwater, Quickwater
Scenery: Forested, Rural
Map: USGS Uxbridge
Portages: None

Scenic and remote.

Park at the dirt pull-off next to the Route 16 bridge
and put in on the left bank just past the short
rapids.
Two major tributaries join the Blackstone within
this segment. At river mile 19.4 look for the conflu-
ence with the Mumford River on the right. A little
further on the left at river mile 20.4 is the conflu-
ence with the pristine West River. Take a minute
to paddle up the West River and observe the
striking line between the dark clear water of the
West River and the murky grey water of the Black-
stone. The Mumford and West Rivers, incidentally,
have segments that are very enjoyable to paddle.
After going under the Route 122 bridge (see map
for next segment), look for several canal era
artifacts on the river, including another set of locks,
and sections of the canal itself. Conditions are
easy and scenic to the take-out at River Road just
after the Uxbridge wastewater treatment facility.
Take out on the right under the power lines. This
is also the location of the finish of the Blackstone
River Watershed Association's annual spring
canoe race.



Start-End: River Rd., Uxbridge - Central St.,
Millville
River Miles: 22.7 to 24.6
Description: Flatwater
Scenery: Forested, Rural
Map: USGS Uxbridge
Portages: None

Smooth flowing river along steep mountain laurel
and hemlock covered slopes.

Just before the Central Street bridge is a 2 1/2
acre island that serves as a bridge support and
divides the river. The island was the site of a
succession of mills - a grist mill (1732), a saw-
mille (1753), and the first woolen mill (1814) in the
Blackstone Valley, among others. The remains of
the Stone Mill (1825), which burned in 1874, is the
most visible part of the factory complex which grew
up on the west bank of the river.
Either side of the island can be run, the left being
more challenging Class II - III rapids and the right
consisting of Class I - II rapids. To take out, land
on the island upstream of the rapids and carry up
the slope to Central Street. This can be a strenu-
ous take-out. Portaging is best done by carrying
along the left bank of the right channel and putting
in at the end of the island below the rapids.

UXBRIDGE



Start-End: Central St., Millville - County Rd.,
Blackstone
River Miles: 24.6 to 26.4
Description: Flatwater, Quickwater, Class I - III
Scenery: Rural, Forested
Map: USGS Uxbridge
Portages: None

A glimpse of the Valley's transportation history.

Put in on the upstream side of the Central Street
bridge to paddle the rapids under the bridge, or put
in downstream to avoid the rapids. Be sure to
notice the old mill foundations and granite block
gateways in the first part of this segment.
The river turns quickly to flatwater, caused by the
dam at the take-out. Two interesting historic
remnants can be seen from the river along this
segment. At river mile 0.5 look carefully on the
right bank for the Millville Lock (1828) at the end of
Hope Street. For the best view of the lock, walk
the 10 yards from the river bank to the lock. This
is the best preserved lock on the Blackstone
Canal.
Further on, at river mile 25.5, the river passes
under the "Triad Bridge" where three railroad lines
were to cross at a point forming a three-tiered
bridge. While the topmost decking was never
completed, two abutments tower above the river
below. The river is flat and wide for the remainder
of this segment to the take-out just above Rolling
Mill Dam at the entrance to the Blackstone Gorge
at the end of County Road. To continue down-
stream, take the left channel before the dam and
paddle under Route 122 to a stone dam just above
the Tupperware hydro plant. From there it is a
short portage along Mendon Street to Tupper Park
and a put-in.
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Start-End: County Rd., Blackstone - Market
Square, Woonsocket
River Miles: 26.4 to 30.1
Description: Quickwater, Class I
Scenery: Forested, Urban
Map: USGS Uxbridge
Portages: 31.3 mi. dam

Dramatic natural features leading to an urban
neighborhood.

This segment begins on the Branch River in
Rhode Island to avoid the dangerous Blackstone
Gorge, then reenters Massachusetts before con-
tinuing south into Rhode Island again. Park in
the lot across from the Tupperware building along
Route 146A in North Smithfield. On the northwest
corner where 146A passes over the Branch River,
put in just above a section of Class I rapids.
Shortly, paddlers will reach the confluence of the
Blackstone River just below the Blackstone Gorge,
with a view of the old Blackstone Mill (1904)
straight ahead. Paddle upstream to the left during
lower water levels to view the cliffs, outcroppings
and boulders of the narrow gorge.
At the confluence, moving south on the Black-
stone, stay to the left of a small island where the
river is quite shallow causing gentle to moderate
turbulence. The old Tupperware Mill complex, on
the left, features gigantic wheels and other hard-
ware from the hydroelectric operation, an old tail
race and an historic stone barn.
Approaching the dam in Monument Square, Black-
stone, (river mile 31.3) portage on the right under
the third of three closely-spaced bridges. The
portage can be difficult climbing over the retaining
wall and large rocks. Put back in just beyond the
dam into shallow and rocky waters. The water
remains lively (Class I) until just after the St. Paul
Street bridge where the river begins to widen.
For the rest of the journey, the banks are fortified
with rip rap from the Army Corps of Engineers
Flood Control Projects.

After the railroad bridge, take out on the left on a
vacant lot just before the green bridge near Market
Square. To continue from here, carry across
Market Square and down Bernon Street to a
vacant lot on the right just before a bridge (about
3/4 miles).



Start-End: Market Square, Woonsocket - Main St.,
Manville
River Miles: 30.1 to 34.3
Description: Flatwater, Class I-II
Scenery: Urban, Forested
Map: USGS Georgiaville, Blackstone, Franklin,
Pawtucket
Portages: None

A trip past historic mills and wooded banks.

This segment travels through the heart of down-
town Woonsocket in the first half, then through
forested city-owned land in the western part of
the city.
After putting in at River Island Park, go under the
new Bernon Street bridge and enter a section lined
with historic mills on both sides. On the right just
after the bridge are remnants of the sluiceway for
the Bernon Mills and site of the former Bernon
Dam. The oldest building in the complex, the 1827
stone mill in the center, is the earliest known
example of slow-burning mill construction in Amer-
ica.
Starting before the Court Street truss bridge (1895)
is a stretch of about 1000 feet of Class I and II
rapids, with plenty of rocks that require skillful
maneuvering.
The next 3/4 mile section has been significantly
altered over the years by the Army Corps of Engi-
neers for flood control. After going under a foot-
bridge and the Hamlet Avenue bridge, the river
becomes broad and placid. The 2 1/2 mile stretch
between Hamlet Avenue and Manville features
forested banks that are a strong contrast to the
earlier urbanized part of this segment. One inter-
ruption of the natural setting is the large tanks of
the Woonsocket drinking water treatment plant on
the right bank at river mile 33.1.
Just before the Manville Dam (1868) is a large
wetland on the left bank; it's a great
place to spot waterfowl. The fu:~~
dam has an 18 foot drop,
one of the highest on the
river. Take out on
either side of the river
just before the retaining 1''' ""\l
wall. To portage around A"1~?'
the dam, the best take
out is on the right. Ben\£)~ Mill No. z.
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Start-End: Main St., Manville - Ashton Dam,
Lincoln
River Miles: 34.3 to 37.5
Description: Flatwater, Quickwater
Scenery: Forested
Map: USGS Pawtucket
Portages: 36.0 mi. dam

Three mill villages connected by tree-
covered banks.

The river valley between Manville and Ashton
features natural, well-wooded banks and provides
relatively smooth and steady canoeing, with one
easy portage in Albion. The put-in below the
Manville Dam, however, is difficult. The best place
is at the concrete wall 100 yards downstream from
the Main Street bridge.
Shortly after the put-in point, the river opens up on
the left into a shallow pool. It's a worthwhile detour
to explore the arches of the Manville Mill's old
power system. Erected in 1872, this mill was well
known for having one of the finest turbine installa-
tions in America. It fell victim to the 1955 flood and
a fire caused by workers cleaning up after the
flood. Today, retaining walls, concrete piers in the
river, and the archways remain.
The river offers one easy riffle past the arch pool
and then again becomes smooth up to the portage
in Albion.
Shortly before the Albion Dam (1916) at river mile
36.0, a small narrow island appears on the right;
go around it either way, but in low water the right
passage will be shallow. The portage around the
dam is on the right. The gates to the Albion Mill
headrace are just inland from the take-out point.
The iron truss bridges (1885, 1887) over the river
and canal in Albion are the only remaining pair of
bridges along the Blackstone. The view up the
river from the bridge is one of the valley's most
dramatic sights. Put back in below the falls, where
the river moves swiftly.
The next 1 1/2 miles are part of the Rhode Island
State Park system. Approaching the Ashton Via-
duct (1934), the longest concrete arch bridge in
Rhode Island, get over to the right to portage
around the dam.

"Manville
Mill" Archtls
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Start-End: Ashton Dam, Lincoln - Lonsdale
River Miles: 37.5 to 40.2
Description: Quickwater, Class I-II (in river);
Flatwater (in canal)
Scenery: Towns
Map: USGS Pawtucket
Portages: 39.9 mi. dam (in river); 39.9 mi. road
(in canal)

The heart of Rhode Islands Blackstone River State
Park, with a choice between the river and canal.

This section can be navigated either in the river or
in the canal. If continuing from upstream, enter the
canal to avoid the Ashton Dam, then portage to
the river. Enter on the right side of the canal,
using the steps and railing to get over the rocks.
RIVER ROUTE - The river route is not recom-
mended because of the dangerous Pratt Dam and
extremely difficult portage around it.
Stay in the canal up to the left takeout before the
pedestrian bridge. Carry to the river. This is also
the best starting point.
The river is wide and shallow between the dam
and the viaduct, and maneuvering is required.
After the viaduct, the Ashton Mill (1867) is on the
left, and the Kelly House (1835), the original mill
manager's house now being restored for use as a
Visitor's Center, is on the right.

The portage around the dangerous Pratt Dam is
very difficult: take out at river left, then cross the
face of the dam to the right side; carry up a steep
hill, along the canal towpath fo(200 yards, and put
in on the right side of the sluicegate. In high water
it is advisable to portage into the canal at Martin
Street to avoid this section altogether. Do not
attempt to paddle through the stone arches.
CANAL ROUTE - Built between 1824 and 1828,
the Blackstone Canal is a great place for beginning
paddlers. If starting a trip here, carry up the road
under the viaduct towards the dam, putting into the
canal just past the pedestrian bridge.

After a long straight section, the canal widens and
goes under the Martin Street bridge. In high water,
portage to the left.
Pass a small farm on the right, then portage over
an asphalt "road" built across the canal to provide
access to the abandoned town wellfields on the
left. Take out at the Lonsdale Mill complex (1833),
where the canal ends.
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Start-End: Lonsdale - Slater Mill, Pawtucket
River Miles: 40.2 to 43.9
Description: Flatwater, Quickwater
Scenery: Forested, Urban
Map: USGS Pawtucket
Portages: 42.2 mi. dam 43.3 mi. dam

Dramatic contrasts in land use and scenery: the
wildlife-abundant Lonsdale Marsh and the indus-
trial heart of Central Falls and Pawtucket.

Put in either at Ryco in the Lonsdale industrial park
or at the corner of Mendon Road and Mill Street,
just downstream from the bridge.
After going under the John Street bridge, you will
enter the main part of the marsh. There are
several little coves to explore in what is the largest
freshwater wetland in northern Rhode Island.
Among the dozens of species of birds in the
marsh, look for nesting green-backed herons and
wood ducks. Muskrats are common here, too. (It
is possible to paddle around the marsh without
continuing to the urban areas.)
About 100 yards before the Broad Street bridge at
river mile 42.2, portage on the left. This is a long
difficult portage. Carry across Broad Street and
enter the site of the Valley Falls Mill ruins. Stay
right along the river's edge on top of the retaining
wall next to the dam. The put-in is in the large
eddy pool.
After going under the plate girder railroad bridge,
the river curves to the right and goes under a bridge.
Takeout on the right to avoid the next dam, a hydro
electric facility behind the Kennedy Mill.

Put back in below the dam. Paddlers will soon
pass through a 19th century mill area, with a
National Register historic district on the right in
Central Falls, and the Greene and Daniels Mill
(1860) on the left in Pawtucket, now the Black-
stone Landing condominiums.
The area after the Cross Street bridge is heavily
industrialized, including an auto junkyard and
several parking lots. Just past the Roosevelt
Avenue bridge on the right is the yellow brick
Pawtucket City Hall. Take out at the break in the
wall at the far end of City Hall, just before the
Slater Mill (1793) parking lot. The Blackstone
River ends at the dam just after Slater Mill, where it
becomes the tidal Seekonk River.
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Nagivable Tributaries

Quinsigamond River

Approximately 4 miles of the Quinsigamond River
are navigable from Route 122 in Grafton to its
confluence with the Blackstone River at Fisherville
Pond. From Route 122 paddlers can paddle
upriver under the Massachusetts Turnpike and
explore large marshy areas. The river offers
pleasant scenery with one portage at Lake Ripple
before entering the Blackstone.

Mumford River

For about 11 miles the Mumford River winds its
way toward the Blackstone River from the village
of Manchaug in Sutton. Beginning at Manchaug
Street, paddlers will enjoy the remote nature of the
river and its lazy current to Douglas. In Douglas
are several stretches of quickwater before entering
the slackwater of Lackey Pond. From Lackey
Pond, the river cascades into Meadow Pond at
Lackey Dam. After a long portage in Whitinsville,
there is another small section of quickwater before
settling into the slackwater of Linwood Pond. After
portaging around the dam at Linwood Pond and
two more dams in Uxbridge, the Mumford joins the
Blackstone River.

West River

From Pleasant Street in Upton, the West River
travels about 7.5 miles through undeveloped land
to the Blackstone. After putting in, paddlers will
encounter a meandering, sometimes narrow river
to the West Hill dam in Uxbridge. Portage around
the dam and continue to the dam at Route 16 in
Uxbridge. From here the river has several quick-
water sections and sharp turns that make for an
interesting ride. The native and stocked trout that
are in the river, in addition to several areas hospi-
table to waterfowl, make the West River a favorite
of local sportsmen.

Mill River

The Mill River can be paddled for about 12 miles
from Route 140 in Hopedale through Mendon and
Blackstone to its confluence with the Blackstone

i River in Woonsocket. The final several hundred
yards, however, are contained in a large flood
control culvert and, thus, cannot be paddled.

Branch River

Thirteen miles of various river conditions, including
Class I and Class II stretches, await paddlers on
the Branch River. Beginning at the confluence of
the Pascoag and Chepachet Rivers in Burrillville,
paddlers will enjoy its remote scenery and variety
of conditions. Whitewater conditions are primarily
a factor of rainfall or scheduled dam releases. For
more information regarding dam releases, contact
the Rhode Island Canoe Association.
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