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CALIFORNIA DESERT VEHICLE PROGRAM 
{BLM 'S INTERIM CRITICAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAM FOR VEHICLE USE ON THE CALIFORNIA DESERT) 
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NOT ES: 

VEH l C L I::'. TR 1\Vl::'. L I S PR O HIB ITED . 
A CC ESS BY 1\,1[ 1\N S OT H E R TH AN 
MOfOR IZED V lclllCL E IS PCRMITTED. 

VEI I ICLL TRAVEL IS PERMI TTED A NY · 
\V l ! ERE I N Tll E AREA IF T llEVEJ-\l C LE 
I S OPEK 1\T E D RE S PO NS I BLY I N 
A CCORD,\NC E WITH REGU LAT IONS. 

I F NOT OTHERWI SE PROHIB ITED BY 
s ·r ,\ -fE OR LOCr\L LA\VS. OR BLM REG­
ULAT IONS. DES ERT USERS MAY STOP 
1\ LONG ROi\ l)S AN I) TRA I LS FOR 
CAIVI P I NG, P l CN l ( ' KING. SIGH l -­
SEE I NG. RO C KH OUN DING AND 
OTHER PURPOSES. SUCH STOPPI NG 
1\ND PARKING OF V EHI C L ES I S LIM­
ITED TO Joo· ON EITHER S I DE OF 
ROADS OR TR ,\I LS A UTHOR IZ ED FOR 
USE EXC EPTiO NS TO T J-l l S LIM IT -
1\ T I ON 1VI AY BE PER r'v11TTED FOR 
L i\R GE CONCENTR 1\TIONS SPON­
SOREI) BY ORGANIZAT I ONS I F 
AUTHOR IZED BY BLM DISTR ICT OF­
l' ICES. 

"VE HICLE MEANS ;\NY MOTOR IZED 

VE I I ICLE 
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PL1\ NS W IL L HE PR EP,A.RED IN CO­
OPERAT l01'1 \VlTH OTH ER GOVERN ­
MENTA L AGENCI ES AND PUBLI C IN ­
TcREST G ROU PS TO PROV ID E FOR 
VE ll lCLE lJSE AND RELATE D FAC l Ll ­
T l lS SUCH 1\S C; .A. 1\ttP ING ,1\R EAS AND 
A CCESS RO,\DS. UNTI L PLAN S ARE 
COl\1PLETED VEHICLE USE IS PER ­
M ITT ED ONLY ON EXIST I NG VE H ICLE 
RO UTES. 

VE ll l C LE TR ;\V EL I S PERM I TTED 
ONLY ON RO:\DS AND TRAILS DES IG­
N ;\T ED BY T H E BUREAU . UNT I L DES­
IGNAT ION IS ACCOMP LI SH ED. VE­
HI CULA R TR r\YEL I S L I MITED TO 
EX ISTING ROUTES AS DEFI NED BE­
LOW . 

EX I STING VEHICLE ROUT ES ARE 
TllOSE ESTAB LISH ED BEFORE NOV­
EMBER !. 1973. \VITH SIGNlFl C.t\N T 
SU RFAC E EVIDENCE OF PRIOR VE­
HI C L E TRAVEL AN D A M I N IM U M 
WIDTH OF TWO FEET . WID ENING OR 
EXTENDING OF THESE RO U TES LS 
PROHIBITED. IF NATURE ELIM I N­
ATES PORTIONS IT DOES NOT EX ­
C LUDE VEHICLE USE . 

SYMBOLS 
BLM COMPETITI VE EVENT SYSTE.M 
ORGAN IZED COMPET IT I VE EVENTS 
ARE P E R M ITTED ON LY IN 
DES IGNATED AREAS ON DES IGNATED 
COURSES IN ACCORDANCE WITH BLM 
PROCEDURES. (EXCEPT Tl-L\ T 
ENDURO EV ENT APPLICATIONS W I LL 
BE CO NS I DERED I N r\HEAS 
DES IGNATED "OPEN," "EXIST I NG 
VE H ICLE ROUTES" AND "SPEC I AL 
DES IGN") 

SPONSOR OPT I ON COM PET I TIVE 
EVENT COURSES · NO BLM DESIGN ED 
SYSTEM or COURSES . SPONSORS 
1\1 f\Y DESIGN THEIR OWN I N 
ACCO RDA NCE WITH B LM 
REQUIREMENTS. 

T HE GENERAL A LI GNMENT OF A 
CROSS COUNTRY COU RSE WHERE A 
COMPETIT IVE EVENT APP LI CATION 
WILL BE CONS ID ERE D UNDE R BLM 
REGULAT IONS. 

CORR IDOR IHE GENERAL 
1\L IG1'1MENT OF AN ACCESS ROUTE 
FOR VEl-l lC LE USE UNDl:::R SPEC IAL 
l'vl AN t\ GE i\1 ENT. 

PRIVAT E AN D ST AT E OWNED LAN DS -
T HI S PROGRAM APPLIES ONLY TO 
THE U .S. BUREAU OF LAND 
M _;\N /\GEMENT'S NATIONAL 
RESO U RCE LA NDS. WHERE A H IGH 
PERC ENTAGE OF PR I Vr\TE LANDS 
A RE I NTERSPERSED WI TH l'ATIONAL 
RESOURCE LAN DS AND THERE IS NO 
DESIGNAT I ON SYM BOL , VEHICLE 
TRAVEL I S LIMITED TO PUB LI C 
ROADS 

CAL I FORN IA DESERT STUD Y 
CONSERV1\TION r\REA BOU N DA RY 

WARN I NG; UNEXPLODED M I LITARY 
ORDNANCE SUC H i\S SHELLS. BOMBS. 
ETC. MAY BE FOUND I N TH IS AREA . IF 
FOUND DO NOT TOUC H NOT I FY 
NEAREST AUT H ORITY . THESE 
HAZ,\RDS MAY OCC U R I N OT H ER 
U NKNO\VN A R E.'-\S OF TH E D ESE RT. 
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CALIFORNIA DESERT CONSERVATION AREA 
Congress established the Cal if ornia Dese rt Conservation Area 

in 1976 with the goal of provid ing " for the immediate and future 
protection and admin istration of the public lands in the Cal ifornia 
Desert wi thin the frar-riework of a prog ram of multip le use and 
sus tained yield, and th e maintenance of environmenta l qual ity ." 

Provi sion fo r the deserl cornsetv.31\tlioo;i ~r~ ~$: 111e1 111.1;0i~ lilf\ U'w;i 
Federal Land Pol ic y and Managemen t Act of 1976 (Pub lic Law 

4-579) , sometimes called th e "BL1\1 Organic Ac l." 
Congress noted tha t the Ca lifornia Dese rt con tains a variety of 

natura l, cu ltura l and economic resources " th at are un iquely lo­
ca led adjacent to an a rea of large populat ion ." 

Congress adopted the t·No-p ronged approach begun earl ier by 
the Bureau of Land Management's desert prog ram : Concurrent 
elements of comprehensive. long-range plann ing and interim crit­
ical rnanagement actions pend ing complet ion of an overal l plan 

The Secretary of the Inter ior , th rough the Bureau of Land Man­
agement. is to p repare and imp lement a plan tor th e management, 
use , deve lopment and pro!ect ion of pub lic lands within the con ­
se rvat ion area. 

A prog ram of interim management "to manage, use and p rotect 
t11e public lands, and their re sources nqw in danger of dest ruc ­
tion " is author ized for the per iod between passage of the Act and 
cornpletion ot the long-range p lan 

The law p rov ided !or a Cali fornia Desert Conservation Area Ad­
vi sory Corn mi ttee to advise BLM on developrnent and irn plementa­
tion of the p lan . 

A program of law enforcement, including a un iformed desert 
ranger fo rce , also was authorized: and search and rescue was 
made an assigned mission of BLM where no other emergency 
lorces are available. 

The Cal ifo rnia Desert Conservation Area contains some 25 mi l­
lion acres, or abou t one-fourth of the land surface of Cali for nia. 
About 12v2 mi ll ion acres is Na1 iona l Resource Land administred 
by BLM, in add il ion to appr ixmately 5 mill ion ac res of military and 
National Pa rk lands. 

The enab ling Act said the use of all Ca lifornia desert resources 
can and should be managed "to con serve these resources for 
tuture generations, and to p rovide p resent and future use and 
enjoymen t, particu larly outdoor recreation uses, including the use, 
wh ere appropri ate of off -road recreationa l vehicles " 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
As Ure nation's p rinci pa l conservation agency, the Department 

ot the Inter ior has responsib ility tor most of our nationa lly owned 
public lands and natura l resources . Th is includes fostering the 
wisest use of ou r land and water re sources . protecting our fish and 
wi ld li fe, preserving the environmen ta l and cu ltura l values of our 
nat ional parks and hi storical places, and prov id ing for the enjoy­
ment of life throu gh outdoor recreation. The Department assesses 
our energy and mineral resources and works to assure that their 
development is in the best interests of a ll our people . The Depart­
ment also has a major respon sibi lity for American Ind ian reserva­
tion communities and for people who live in Is land Territories 
under U.S. admin istration 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
Th e Bureau oi Land Management, an agency of the Department 

of the Interi or, is responsible for the conservation. management 
and developrn ent of 4 73 million acres of National Resource Lands. 
20 percent of the land area of the United Stales and 60 percent of 
all federal ly owned lands. In add ition , BLM has administrative re­
sponsibility for pub lic mineral resources on 369 mil lion acres of 
private and other federa ll y owned lands, and for approx imately 1.1 
bill ion ac re s of th e Outer Continenta l She ll . National Resource 
Lands are managed for mu ltiple-use . inc luding timber, minerals. 
livestock grazing. wil dl ife, watershed, wi lderness and outdoor rec­
reation. 

State Director 

ftOBERT J iLOCK 
141! McCONHELL AVE 
LQS ANGELES,CA !1045 

Bureau of Land Management 
2800 Cottage Way, Room E-2841 
Sacramen1o, California 95825 

District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
1695 Spruce Street 
Riverside ; California 92507 

Area Manager 
El Centro Resource Area Office 
Bu re au of Land Management 
1629 w. Main St., Valley Plaza 
El Cent ro, Ca lifornia 92243 

Area Manager 
High Deser.t Resource Are a Office 
Bu reau of Land Management 
83 1 Barstow Road 
Barstow , Cali forn ia 923 11 

District Manager 
Bureau of Land Management 
800 Truxtun Avenue , Room 311 
Bakers!ield, Calitornia 93301 

Area Manager 
Bishop Resource Area Off ice 
Bureau of Land Managernent 
Route 2 , Box 26 
Bishop . California 93514 

1-\rea Manager 
Ridgecrest Resou rce Area Olf ice 
Bureau of Land Management 
P.O. Box 2 19 
Ridecre st, Cali1orn ia 93555 



117° 00 ' 

T 19 S 

117 00' 

116"1 50' 

PRIVATE AND STATE 
OWNED LANDS 

11 6 50' 

OPEN 

40' 

116 30' 20' 

28 N 

N . 

N 

.--... 

CLOSED SPECIAL DESIGN 

SEE CALIFORNIA DESERT EHICLE PROGRAM MAP ON REVERSE FOR DEFINITIONS 
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