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ALIFORNIA DESE RT VEHICLE PROGRAM 
(BLM'S INTERIM CRITICAL MANAGEMENT PROG RAM FOR VEHICLE USE ON THE CALI ORN IA DESERT) 
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O'f HFR PU RPOSES. s uc· 11 Sl"O l'PI NG 
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US E. EXCE PT !ONS TO THIS LtMtT
·\TtON MAY BE Pt: RM ITTED FOR 
1.1\RG E C ONCEN.rR ,\TIONS SPON 
SO RE D BY OR G 1\ N I L1\TI O NS IF 
AUTt tORt ZE D BY IJL,\I DISTR ICT OF
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PL .1\ NS \V ILL BE PREPt\R ED I~ C:O
OP ER ,1\ T ION \Vrr l·I OTH ER CJOV ER N -
1\tlf~N T .i\ L r\ ( i E!'CI ES ,\'.'JD PU B! J(: IN
rLREST GR OU PS TO PRO V I DE t OR 
VE Ht CLI' US E .•\ ND RFL.HED h \C tlt
TIES SUC H /\S C 1\ J\1P JN G 1\RE1\S i\ND 
ACCESS ROc\DS U NTIL PLA NS AR E 
CO MPU TLD VEHI CL E US E IS PER
MITT ED ONLY ON EXI STI NG VEHIC LE 
R() UT ES. 

V l: lll ( ' LE T RAVEL IS P E R M l'f "J"E D 
ONL Y ON IW,\DS A N D TRA ILS Dl 'StG
N 1\ "J" F. J) BY l "l-I E BU RE1\ U. U N-r lL fJ ES
ICI NAT ION I S i\ ((Ql'vlPLI Sl-IED . V l '.
ttt CUL AR TRA V EL I S LIMIT ED TO 
EXI STING RO UTES AS DEf tNED BE
LOW. 

l:: Xl ST I N Ci V EHI CLE Ro u·r ES AR E 
TH OSE EST A BLtS tl t'.D BEFO RE NOV
l: M BER I, 197J. \VJ'fH SICi N IFI C.i\NT 
SUR t'ACE EVID ENCE OF PRIOR VE
H IC LE TRAVEL AND A M I N I M U M 
\VlllTH O F 'r\VO FEET . \VI DENI N Ci O R 
EXT toND t NG O t- T H ESE ROU T ES I S 
PRO ll\B l T ED I F N.l\T U RE ELl rYl l N-
1\ r tcS PO RT IONS IT DOLS NOT EX 
CLU DE VEt lt CLF USE. 

SYMBOLS 
BLJ\!I ( '0i'v1PE"l' ITI VE EVEN·r SYSTE!\<1 -
ORGA~ t ZLD COMPET ITIV E EVL!\TS 
1\R E PER M I T 'r E D ONLY I N 
Dt:'.S IGN ATED ,\R EAS ON I) ES l (j N AT ED 
COU RSES I N ACCORDANCE W ITH BL M 
P R OCE D U RE S . (E XC E PT THAT 
EK D U RO EV EN T APPL ICAT IO N S W I L L 
ll F. C ONS I D E RED I N A R E AS 
DES I GNATED --oPLN:· '"EXI STING 
VEll lC LE RO UTES" A N D " S P EC l 1\ L 
DESIGN .") 

S l'O'< SOR OPTION COM PETITI VE 
EVEN·r C()lJRSES - NO BL !vl l)ES IGN ED 
SYS T EM O F COU RSES. SPONSOR S 
MA Y D ES IGN T HE IR OWN I N 
,\CC ORDAN C E W ITH BLM 
REQU I REM ENTS 

rtlE G ENE RA L A LI GN M EN T OF A 
CROSS COU NT RY COU RSE WHER E A 
COMPETITIVE EVENT A PPLI CAT IO N 
W ILL BE CONS IDER ED UN DER BLM 
R ECJU LA l "ION S. 

( () R R I D 0 R - T 11 C c; L NE RA L 
\ l.l< i N ME NT OF AN ACCESS ROUTI: 
I U R VUtlCU' USE UNDE R SPtoC IAL 
\ 'l 1\ N ,\ ( iEM ENT . 

PRIVA'rE A'.'JD Sl'ATE O\V~ED LAl\l)S -
T H IS PR OG RAM A PPLIES ONLY TO 
Ti l le U S. B U R E A U O F LA N D 
i\1 /\ N ;\ 0E 1Vl l'.N T' S NAT I 0 1' 1\ L 
R t..SOU RCE LANDS . WHER E A HIGH 
P E R CEN TACJr~ O F PRI VA T E l_ ,\ NDS 
1\ R E INTE RSPE RSED \VIT I! '.'J ;\Tl ONA L 
IUcSOU RCE LAN DS AN D Ttl lc RE IS NO 
DtoSIG NA TI ON SYM BO L. V EHI CLE 
I R 1\V l· L I S L l M l 'f E I) ·ro P U B L I C 
ROADS 

C i\ L t t· 0 R KI A D ESE RT STUDY 
( l)NSER VA TI ON 1\R E1\ HO UN D:\IZY 

\\'t\ ll .'\J l i\G; UNEXPLODED r"-.·l l L IT1\ RY 
OIW N/\ NC l SUCH AS St t ELLS. BOMBS . 
I I ( ', 1\ '1/\ y BE 1:o u N l) I N l" J-1 IS AREA . I F 
I Ol l NIJ 1)0 :--JOT T<J U C l l . N l) T l \-'Y 
'\J I \!<.I sr /l.lJ T ll ORllY . 1" 11 1· S I 
11\/\R l)S /\1\ 1\ Y Q(_(' l l R IN ()Il l! }{ 
l '\,f\i\.(l \\ ' '\J i\ R I \ S ()I llll D I S I R I 

APRIL 1977 

CALIFORNIA DESERT CONSERVATION AREA 
Cong ress es tabli shed the Cal ifornia Desert Conservation Area 

1n 1976 wi th the goal of providing " for the immed iate and future 
protect ion and admini st r<Jt ion of the publ ic lands in the Cali torrna 
Desert wi thin the framework of a p rogram of mu ltip le use and 
sustain_ed yield. and the rn ain1enanc_e oi environmen ta l qual ity. " 

Prov1s101 for the desert conse:vat ron area wa s inc luded in the 
Federal Land Pol icy and Management /\c t of 1976 (Pub lic Law 
94-579), sometimes called the " BLM Organi c Act. " 

Congress noted that the Californ ia Desert cont ains a va rie ty of 
natural. cu!tu ra l and economic resources "that are uniquely lo
ca tecl adjacent !o an area of large population" 

Cong ress adopted the tv..•o-p ronged app roach beg un earlier by 
the Bureau of Land Management's desert program: Concu rrent 
elements of comprehensive , long- range plann ing and interim crit
ica l management actions pending completion of an overall plan. 

The Secretary of the Interior. through the Bureali o f La nd Man
Rgement, is to prepa re and i1np lemen t a p lan fo r the managemenr, 
use. development and protection of public lands within the con
servation a rea 

A progran1 of in terin-1 managernent " to manage , use and protect 
the publ ic lands, and their resou rces nov: in danger of dest ruc
ti on " is autt1onzed for Hie period betv1een passage of th e Ac t and 
cornp letion ot the long- range plan . 

The law provided for a California Desert Conservation Area Ad
visory Cornrni ttee to advise SLM on developmen t and implementa
tion of the p lan 

A p rogran1 of law en forcement, including a unifo rmed desert 
ranger force. also was authorized ; and search and rescue 'Nas 
made an ass igned mission of BLM where no ott1e r ernergency 
forces are avail ab le 

The Ca lifo rni a Desert Conse rv ati on Area contains some 25 mil
lion ac res, or abou t one-fou rth of the land su rface of California 
Abou t 12 112 mil lion acres is Nati ona l Resource Land ad ministred 
by BLM, in add it ion to app ri xmat ely 5 mi llion acres of military and 
National Park lands 

Tf1c enabling .i.\ct said !li e use of all Cali forn ia desert resources 
can and should be managed "to conserve the se resources for 
lutu1 e generations , and lo provide present and future use and 
en1oyrnen1 , pa rticular ly ou tdoor recrea ti on uses, including the use, 
where appropria te of off-road recreational vehic les_" 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
As the nation·s p rinc ipal con servation agency. the Oepart~en t 

of the Interior has responsibility for most of our nationall y owned 
public lands and natural resources. his includes iosteri n_g_.Jhe 
wi sest use c f ou r land and wate r reso urces . protect ing our f i s~d 
w1ldl1fe. preserv ing the environrnental ancl cultural values of our 
national parks and historica l places. and p rovid ing for the enjoy
ment 01 li fe through outdoor rec reati on. The Departrnent assesses 
ot.J r energy and rnineral res ources and 'Narks to assure that their 
clevelopment 1s 111 the be st interests of all ou r people. The Depar t-
1ncnt also has a ma jor responsibi lity for American Indian reserva
tion cornrnun1ties and for people •.vho li ve in Is land Terri tories 
under US ad rn ini strati on. 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
Tllo Bureau o1 Land Managernen1, an agency of t11e Department 

of Hie Interior , is res ponsib le for the conse rvation, rnanagen1ent 
and developmen t of 4 73 million acres of National Re source Lands 
20 percent of the land area of tile Uni ted States and 60 pe rcent oi 
all federally owned lands In addit ion, BLM has administ rati ve re
spons1bil1!y for public 1nineral resources on 369 million ac res of 
priva le and otl1er federally owned lands , and for approxin1a1ely 1 1 
b1ll1on ac res of the Ou ter Continental S~1 e l f. National Resou rce 
Lands are n1anaged for 1nu ltip le-use, includ ing timber , rrunerals . 
livestock g ra71 ng, wild life. wate rshed. wilderness g,Qdnutdoor rec-
reauon ROl£RT J liLOCK 

141' McCONNELL AYE 
LIS AllGELES,CA !1145 

Stale Director ·· '.'.-.- - - _,, .. 
Bureau of Land l\o1anagemen1 
2800 Cottage VVay, Room E-2841 
Sacramento . Cali fornia 9S8Z5 _, -

D1str1c1 Manager 
Bureau of Land.Management 
1695 Spruce Street 
R1vors1de, Cal ifo rnia 92507 

A1oa Manager 
El Cent ro Resource Area Offi ce 
Bur(';ii,1 of Lane! Manngemen t 
\629 W Mn1n St , Valley PlaL:;i 
El Centro. C~1lifo r n10. 92243 

/l.r c.i M<J.naQer 
H1qh Deser t Resource Arca Office 
Buro.iu ol Lanc1 Manaqemcnt 
831 Bnrs1ov•t Roacl 
B.ir!)IOW, ca1ilorn1a 9?31 l 

D1st r1ct ~.rlanager 

Bureau of Land /\1anagement 
800 Truxtun Avenue, Room 31 1 
Bakersfi eld, Cal ifornia 93301 

Area Manager 
Bishop Resou rce Arca Office 
Burcall of Land Managernent 
Route 2, Box 26 
Bishop. California 935 1•1 

Arca Manager 
Ridgecrest ResoLirce Area Office 
Buroc1u of ldnd Manaqc111en t 
PO Box2 19 
A1decrest, Cali fornia 93555 
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