
CALIFORNIA DESERT 

HIGH DESERT RESOURCE AREA 
The High Desert beg ins at Cajon Summit on Interstate 

Highway 15 and extends north into the Eureka Valley and 
Death Valley area and east to Needles and Blythe on the 
Co lorado River. With Barstow as its hub, the High Desert ex
tends about 200 miles wide by 100 miles from top to bottom. 

In this vast a rea are towns, t iny crossroads, remote cabins 
and surprising examples of the exquisite beauty of the Cal i
fo rnia Desert. There are myriad forms of plant and animal life, 
both common and rare. 

Elevations on the High or Mojave Desert range from about 
3,000 feet to 5,000 feet above sea leve l, in contrast to the 
Colorado, or low desert of California, where much of the land 
is near or be low sea level. 

The High Desert abounds in opportunities for recreational 
activities and s ights to delight the visitor. Hunting, hiking, 
camp ing, rockhound ing, sightseeing; opportunities for all 
these and more are present in abundance. This guide is 
designed to help you enjoy your own "special thing" on the 
High Desert. 

WILDLIFE 
There are some 300 different spec ies of wildlife on the 

desert. As with desert plants, an imals have had to adapt to 
t he harsh environment. Most of the high desert's mammals 
are active only at night or in the twil ight hours. You may, 
however, see an antelope ground squirrel, with his white 
tail over his back, scurrying over the sands even during the 
heat of the hottest days. Often, in the evening, a coyote may 
be seen along the highway or near one of the campgrounds. 

Some desert rodents, including the kangaroo rat, have 
adapted so well ro life on the desert that they go through 
t heir entire lives without taking a dr ink ; their bodies manu
f acture water f rom the food they eat. Kangaroo rats are often 
observed at night. Other animals one might see include th e 
desert tortoise, severa l spec ies of snakes, jackrabbits, ki t 
fox or even a bobcat. Many kinds of birds, l izards, and insects 
make their homes in the desert. 

Aqu atic environments are limited in the desert, but several 
of these support one of the spec ies of rare desert pupfi sh 
and are frequented by shorebirds and other wildlife. 

VEGETATION 
Adaptation is the key to survival on the desert. Plants 

must be able to live for long periods without water and to 
take advantage of brief but vio lent rain storms. Examples 
of this are the creosote bush which spreads its roots c lose 
to the surface to catch moisture before it evaporates, while 
mesquite roots often reach depths of 50 to 60 feet, enabling 
them to tap underground water supplies. Prevention of water 
loss is another important factor for survival. The creosote 
bush has developed leaves w ith a heavy waxy coating . 
Most cacti have no leaves; the ir g reen stems have taken 
over the function of food production. 

Joshua Trees on the High Desert 

For many people, the Joshua tree symbolizes the Mojavi' 
Desert. It attains heights of 40 feet and bears c ream-wh1ti' 
blossoms at the ends of angular, erratic branches. The trOl''• 
are found mostly above 3.000 feet in elevation. They occur 
in numerous are-as but ! •om tl'11l! h•g,"lway can best be se n 
south of Victorville. 

The desert is at its best in spring following a wet winter. 
Then, even the rocky hil lsides abound with brill iant patches 
of color. April and May are the best times to observe wild
flower displays in the High Desert. 

CULTURAL RESOURCES 
The High Desert contains many outstanding examples of 

various forms of American Indian rock art, inc luding petro
glyphs, pictographs and intaglios. All three forms are found 
in the Califo rnia Desert , although intaglios are not known 
to exist in the area shown on this map. Petrog lyphs are de
signs sc ratched into roc k. Many of the petroglyphs are be
lieved to be at least 1,500 years old. Recent testing suggests 
some were made 6,000 to 10,000 years ago. Pictographs 
are rock paint ings usually found under the shelter of rock 
ledges. Intaglios are designs or symbols etched into the 
desert surface. 

It is not rea lly known why petrogylphs were made. Archae
ologists believe th at some might have been made in associ
ation with ceremonies celebrating important events of life 
such as birth, puberty, marri age and death. Other designs 
might represent family geneaologies or soc ial organizations 
or seasons of the year. M any petroglyphs are assoc iated with 
hunting or food gathering practices. The desert also holds 
uncounted Ind ian vi llages and campsites. These priceless 
cu ltural resources are protected by the Federal Antiquities 
Act and damage, theft or destruction of these art ifacts is 
punishable by up to a $500.00 fine and/or 90 days in prison. 

Calico Ghost Town 

OFF-ROAD VEHICLES 
The lands of the High Desert administered by the Bureau 

of Land Management offer excellent opportunities for the off
road vehic le (ORV) enthusiast. For those interested in ORV 
driving, there are several areas which provide a variety of , 
terrain and are open for c ross-country travel. Many miles of 
existing vehicle routes can be found on the high desert for 
long distance ORV travel. In some areas th is travel is per
mitted on ly on designated roads and trails, posted by the 
Bureau of Land Management. In sti ll other areas ORV travel 
is limited to existing vehic le routes and trai ls. For information 
on off-road vehicle use in the desert, see the Cali forn ia 
Desert Vehicle Program Map avai lable at any Cal ifornia office 
of the Bureau of Land Man,19 m nt Rem mber, desert driving 
can be hazardous; be aware of tliuso hazards. BLM is devel
oping a series of detai led mnpr. covpnng the entire desert. 
These maps, wh ich wi ll show ORV uso designat ions, wi ll be 
avai lable by 1977. 

CALIFORNIA DESERT PROGRAM 
The Bureau of Land Management's California Desert 

Program is designed to protect the myriad resources of the 
desert while provid ing for legitimate uses including recre
ation, mineral and energy development and grazing. It con
sists of concurrent elements of interim critical management 
to protect resou rces and desert users and long-range p lan
ning to develop a comprehensive plan for the management, 
protection and use of the desert. 

National Resource Lands administered by BLM total more 
than 12 mil lion acres or approximately half the desert area. 

The most readily apparent pressure on the desert is mass 
rec reation, most of it invo lving recreationa l veh ic les. BLM's ' 
counts show recreation use of the desert grew from 5 mil lion 
visitor use days in 1968 to more than 111/2 mi llion f ive years 
later, and the trend continues. 

A key element of the interim management program is the 
desert ranger force. The first desert rnngor was hired in 1972, 
and by 1975 the total had grown to 27 of the 90 that ultimately 
wi l l be needed. The rangers do not have law enforcement 
authority, but rely on information, education and public co
operation to obtain comp liance with regulations. Legislation 
pending in Congress would grant arrest and ci tation authority 
to BLM rangers. 

The Barstow Way Station, f irst of 10 planned stat ions, was 
completed and opened to the public in 1974. 

Reduction of hazards such as abandoned mine works and 
protection of cultural resou rces are being accompl ished, 
freq uent ly with the help of such user groups as off-road 
vehic le c lubs. A desert tortoise preserve has been established 
and other areas identified for protection . 

The California Desert Plann ing Staff fi nished t he first of 
27 individual management framework plans, a land and 
resou rce use plan, for the desert 111 1975 and has begun 1 
resou rce inventor ies and analy•,or. on ::idditional segments. 

POINTS OF INTEREST 
Twenty points of special int rest are numbered on the 

High Desert Recreation Resources Guid for the convenience 
of visitors. Descript ions of these featlH PS, with numbers keyed 
to those on the map and locations ,hown in terms of the 
map grid, follow: 

(1) BARSTOW WAY STATION (4-D) 
This Bureau of Land Management faci lity houses exhibits 

and displays about the natural history and environment of 
the high desert. Displays include desert ecology, wildf lowers, 
wildli fe and hazards. There is an opportunity to sample 
native desert p lants once used by Indians for food and medi
cine and the visitor may test his " desert l.Q." Information 
on other subjects, such as desert safety, off-road vehicle 
activities and camping is also available, as well as free 
brochures and maps. As you near Barstow, tune to the AM 
radio freq uency posted along the highway for addi tional 
info rmation. The Way Station is open seven days a week, 
Monday through Thursday from 7:45 a.m. to 4:15 p.m., and 
Friday from 7:45 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. and Saturday, Sunday and 
Ho lidays from 8:45 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. Admission is free. 

Petroglyphs 

(2) CALICO MOUNTAINS ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE (5-D} 16 
miles from Barstow Way Station. 

The Cal ico early man site may be the oldest yet excavated 
in the Americas; minimum age is believed by some archae
o logists to be 50,000 years. Early excavation was directed 
by noted palaeontologist Dr. Louis Leakey. The si te is now 
maintained by the San Bernardino County Region al Parks 
Department and is open to the public. Tours of the dig are 
conducted as schedu led by the Parks Department. Check 
with the County Parks Department or Barstow Way Station 
for current schedules. 

(3) CALICO GHOST TOWN (5-D) 12 miles from Barstow Way 
Station. 

Calico was founded in 1881 when prospectors, c amped in 
the Ca lico Mountains, made a rich silver strike. During the 
next 15 years more than $86 million in high grade silver was 
mined. The population g rew to 4,000 but in 1896 the price 
of si lver dropped and by 1905 the town was deserted. In 
1960 Walter Knott (of Knoll's Berry Farm) began restoring 
the town to its former appearance. Calico is now owned by 
San Bernardino County and open to the public. There is a 
campground adjacent to the town with 45 spaces, water, 
sanitary dumping stat ion and flush toilets. A fee is ch arged. 

(4) AFTON CANYON (7-D, 7-E) 35 miles from Barstow Way 
Station. 

The Mojave River rises in the San Bernardino Mountains 
near Lake Arrowhead and flows north through Victorvi lle 
and Barstow, where it turns northeastward and eventually 
disappears in the Devil's Playground near Soda Dry Lake. 
Over the thousands of years it has followed this path the 
ri ver slowly carved away the multi-colored rock layers in the 
gorge at Afton. Here the water flows on the surface most of 
the year, attracti ng wild life and birds. Situ ated in the canyon 
is a BLM campground with 22 camping units consisting of 
t bl <;love and park ing pad. Water is available. Overnight 
u<o 1·, $1.00, 14-day limit. 

The Trona Pinnacles 

(5) RODMAN MOUNTAIN PETROGLYPH SITE (6-C) 36 miles 
from Barstow Way Station. 

Two fine examples of petroglyphs are found at Surprise 
T11nk in the Rodman Mountains and at Inscription Canyon 
north of Opal Mountain. Vandalism at both sites has been 
honvy in rece nt years. The excellent petrog lyphs at Surprise 
Tank nre now protected by a barricade that admits foot traffi c 
only Tho rands to both sites are difficu lt to follow; stop at 
the Barstow Way Station for help with d irections. 

(6) INSCRIPTION CANYON PETROGLYPH SITE (3-E) 32 
miles from Bnrstow Way Station. 

This is a small arroyo about 200 yards long and 10 to 50 
ynrd wide Along the walls of the canyon there are more 
thnn :>OO potrog lyphs. Many have been destroyed by vandals, 
but onougfl remains of the site to make it worth a visit. 

(7) GOLDSTONE TRACKING STATION (5-F) 33 miles from 
Barstow Way Station. 

Go ldstone is an old go ld mining settlement dat ing from 
1881 . It is dotted with mining claims from that and subsequent 
gold strikes. Near the o ld settlement today is NASA's Gold-
tone D cp Space Tracking Stati on opera! d by the Jet Pro

pulsion Laboratory of the California Institute of Techno logy. 
I h Tr.ickrng Station is open to the public on a group tour 
b.i , 1, only Check with the Station before planning a trip. 

(8) RAINBOW BASIN/ OWL CANYON (4-D. 4-E} 12 miles from 
Barstow Way Station. 

Formed some 10 to 30 mi Ilion years ago on lake beds now 
vanished, Rainbow Basin contains the fossi lized remains of 
many insects and animals. Many outstanding fossils have 
been found in the area, includ ing fossilized insects said to be 
among the best preserved spec imens found anywhere. Ani
mals of the larger Miocene mammal group, camel, elephant, 
horse-l ike creatures, a huge "dog-bear" and other now for
gotten spec ies roamed th is land and excellent specimens 
of the rem ains of these inhabitants of long ago have also 
been found. Eros ion of the richly colored sedimentary layers 
by wind and water over the years has literal ly turned the 
basin into a rainbow of scenic beauty. In recogn ition of the 
unique nature of Rainbow Basin, it has been designated as 
a natural landmark. Fossi I col lecting is prohibited. The 4-mile 
Rainbow Basin Loop Road is narrow and impassable for 
vehicles larger than campers. 

The BLM's Owl Canyon Campground, located about 1 
mile east of Rainbow Basin, consists of 31 units wi th pic nic 
tables, parking for car, camper or trai le r, gri lls fo r cooking, 
5 vault toilets, and a water supply for drinking. Overnight 
use $1 .00; 14-day limit. 

(9) TRONA PINNACLES (3-H) 94 miles from Barstow Way 
Station. 

The Pinnac les are located ten mi les southwest of Trana 
on the bed of Searles Lake. The Pinnacles are thought to 
have been formed by blue-green algae around the vents of 
hot springs issuing from the floor of a large fresh water 
lake that once covered the area. The pinnacles are the most 
spectacu lar tufa form ations in North Americ a. Hiking around 
them can be fun, but the tufa can cut like coral. The road 
may be impassable after rain. 

Owl Canyon Campground 

(10) KELSO SAND DUNES (9-D, 10-D) 100 miles from Bar
stow Way Station via 1-1 5. 

Although not t he most extensive, the Kelso Dunes are 
among the most spectacular on the Californ ia desert. This 
dune system is closed to vehicle use. These dunes lie at the 
east end of Devil's Playground, a barren , sandy, windswept 
plain where westerly winds drive sand for 35 mi les from the 
mouth of Afton Canyon. The sand accumulates at a site 
where strong storm winds from the north, south, and east 
counterbalance the westerl ies. From great distances the 
white sands of the Kelso Dunes can be seen g leaming in 
the brilliant sunshine. Primrose, verbena and desert sun
flowers carpet the area in spring. The area is accessible from 
the Kelbaker Road off 1-15 to the north and 1-40 to the south. 

(11) PROVIDENCE MOUNTAINS STATE RECREATION AREA 
(MITCHELL CAVERNS) (11-D) 113 miles from Ba stow Woy 
Stnt1on v1 1 I 40 

Th c.tvl'rn!l for which the area was named are fi lled with 
intrlcnt llrn stone fo rm ations and remain at a constant 
temper tur of 65 degrees. Guided tours point out interesting 
featur s of tho caverns such as stalactities, stalagmites, cave 
coral, f low tone and remains of Indian habitation. Check 
wi th St.ito Pork or Barstow Way Station personnel on times 
of tour Ovprnight camping is available just below park 
heodqu.vt0rs. Along with the six campsites are water and 
restroom facilities. 

(12) HOLE-IN-THE-WALL CAMPGROUND (11 -E) 116 miles 
from Barstow Woy Station vi a 1-40 

BLM campground on Black Canyon Road in eastern San 
Bernardino County. Located about m1dw.1y llCIWE' n 1-15 (via 
Cima Ro 1d) nnd 1-40 (via Essex Roud) S1tuotod .it 5,000 feet 
elevation In tt11> desert and offerinq oroh squ q ologic for
mation• of volcanic rock sculptur d by wind nd water. 
Facilit ies 1nclud 9 campsites, pit tollot. ond water. Over
night use $1.00; 14-day limi t. 

(13) MID HILLS CAMPGROUND (11 -E) 123 miles from Bar
stow Way Station via 1-40. 

Situntod at 5,600 feet w ithin n pinion pin and juniper 
woodl,md, this 13LM campground offer., xcoll ' nt opportuni
ties lor ti 1k1ng, horseback ridi ng nnd siqht 'iO Ing. The at
tractive campground blends inconspicuously into tho wooded 
setting. There are 30 campsites, pit toilets and water. Wood
cutti ng is prohibi ted. Overnight use $1.00 ; 14-day limit. 

(14) CIMA DOME (10-F, 11-F) 104 mi les f rom Barstow Way 
Station via 1-15. 

From 1-15 between Halloran Springs and Valley Wells, 
about 25 mil s east of Baker, one can look south and see 
th qontly c:;urving Cimo Dome. Th erosional forces of sun, 
wind , r in .ind chemical docomposillon have worked away 
for ng s 111 this solid, unifo rm-structured grani te mountain 
reducing it to its present dome shape. Cima Dome and the 

urroundinq area supports one of the best stands of Joshua 
troes found in the Mojave Desert. Cima Road leads sou thward 
through thrs magnificent Joshua tree forest and passes near 
T<.'u tont 1 P nk, the only disruption of thi'l oth rwiso perfectly 
smooth curved surface of the dome 

(1 5) PISGAH CRATER (7-C) 37 llliles fro111 Bnrs tow Way 
St.ition vr 1 I 40. 

111 f'l'Hl·lh Crater is in a cinder cone about ?50 feet high 
surr ounctrcl uy a succession of lava f lows cl orly vis ible from 
1-40 I h1 Vf',1tor can see jagged edges, tunnels lorm d from 
hot I 1v11, t lnrt ities and huge bubbles formed in the cooling 
lnv.i. 

(16) AMBOY CRATER (9-8) 77 miles from Barstow Way 
Station via 1-40. 

The 200 foot cinder cone which contains Amboy Crater 
is situated near the northern extent of a five mile ci rcular 
lava flow and is visible from old Route 66 west of the town 
of Amboy. The cone is situated in the center of a basin on 
an extensive sheet of black lava (basalt) . The lava f low has a 
rough surface and blisters, most of them broken. Many 
caverns formed where the hot lava ran out at lower levels 
and cooled at the surface. 

Amboy and Pisgah Craters are good examples of ancient 
volcanic activity on the desert , and are seen easily from 
the highway. Along the Kelbaker Road (9-F, 10-F), one may 
also see a volcanic fie ld of twenty-six separate cones and 
several lava flows, grouped together. 

Cinder cone 

(17) DUMONT DUNES (8-H) 99 miles from Barstow Way 
Station via 1-15. 

The Dumont Dunes are used intensively by recreation 
vehicle enthusiasts from both California and Nevada. They 
offer a wide variety of c hallenges because every type of sand 
dune is represented. Most of the Dumont Dune system is 
open to off-road veh ic les. The surroundi ng area is managed 
to protect its high scenic, wildli fe, archaeological and his
torical values. 

(18) EL MIRAGE DRY LAKE (1-B, 2-B) 46 miles from Barstow 
Way Station via 1-15. 

El Mirage Dry Lake is one of the most popular recreation 
areas in the high desert. The flat, hard lake bed is especially 
well suited for the variety of recreational activities for which 
it is used. On any weekend there are sand sailers, gyro
copters, g liders, motorcycles, dune buggies, model airplane 
and rocket enthusiasts, as well as automotive time trials. The 
dry lake bed is also used on weekdays by the motion picture 
industry to film movies and television commercials. These 
overlapping and conflicting uses create hazardous con
ditions during periods of heavy use. 

(19) CLARK MOUNTAIN (10-G) 98 miles from Barstow Way 
Station via 1-15. 

Clark Mountain (e levation 7,929 feet) supports one of the 
two remnant white fir forests in the California Desert (the 
other is in the Kingston Range to the northwest). Animals 
and plants assoc iated with white fir forests occur on and 
around this isolated limestone peak. Several rare plants and 
a rare land snail are found near the summit. Clark Mountain 
is c losed to motorized vehicle travel. The mountain is pop
ular for hiking and backpacking. 

(20) HARVEY HOUSE (See Barstow inset map for location). 
Harvey House played an important role in western history, 

provid ing railroad passengers with food and lodging along 
the Santa Fe Route. Harvey Houses, and the ladies who 
served the hungry pas engers, were made famous in a movie 
"Harvey Girls" which starred Judy Garland and featured 
Johnny Mercer's hit '>0 11 , " On the Atchison, Topeka and 
Santa Fe." 

ROCKHOUNDING AREAS 
Most of the rockhounding areas located on the map are 

already well-known and consequently have been heavily 
worked, but with a litt le perseverence good samples can 
sti ll be found. Some of the area ind icated on the map may 
be on private property; permission should be o btained from 
the owners. Those interested in becoming more acquainted 
with rockhounding or rockhound ing areas are encouraged to 
contact local gem and mineral societies, rock shops, publi
cations and maps, or to stop by the Barstow Way Station. 
A list of the most common minerals is shown below, along 
with their locations according to the map grid. 

Minerals 

Agate 
Azurlte 
Borax 
Calci te 
Carnelian 
Celestite 
Chalcedony 
Flourite 
Galena 
Geodes 
Halite 
Hanksite 
Hemimorphite 
Jasper 
Lava, Obsidian 
Moss Agate 
Nodules 
Onyx 
Opal 
Petrified Wood 
Pyrites 
Scheellte 
Si lver 
Turquoise 
Travertine 

Clark Mountain 

Location 

6D, 5E, 7C, 7E, 4D 
48 
48 
6D, 5E, 7E 
7C 
4D 
7E, 6D, 5E, 6C, 7C 
7E, 7C 
3-4D 
7C, 6C 
2H 
2H 
3-4D 
6D, 5E,2E, 7C,6C, 4D 
6C, 8-9B 
7C 
6D, 2E, 7E 
7C 
2E 
4D 
5E 
1F 
3A,4D 
4F 
4D 

This land is YOUR LAND 
k'€cP IT CttAN / 

_,., . .... 

Dune buggies 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
As the Nation's principal conservati on agency, the De

partment of the Interior has responsibility for most of our 
nationally owned public lands and natural resources. This 
inc ludes fostering the wisest use of our land and water 
resources, protecting our f ish and wildlife, preserving the 
environmental and cultural values of our national parks and 
historical places, and providing for the enjoyment of life 
through outdoor recreat ion. The Department assesses our 
energy and mineral resources and works to assure th at their 
development is in the best interests of all our people. The 
Department also has a major responsibility for American 
Indi an reservat ion communities and for people who live in 
Island Territories under U.S. administration. 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
Th Bureau of Land Management is responsible for the 

mu ltlp l uso mnnagement of the 450 mi llion acres of nat ional 
resourco lnnds, encompassing such renewable resources as 
timber, forage, and wild li fe, and such non-renewable re
sourc ~ ns minerals. BLM also administers the Outer Con
tinental Sh If mineral leasing program. The Bureau surveys 
public lnnds and maintains the public land records of the 
United Stat s. BLM administers some 16 million acres in 
Cal1fornin, of which about 12 million are in the California 
Desert. 

For addit iona l information contact: 

Stato Dir ctor District Manager 

Bureau of Land Management 
2800 Cottage Way, Rm E-2841 
Sacramento. CA 95825 

Bureau of Land Management 
1695 Spruce Street 
Riverside, CA 92507 

(916) 484-4724 (714) 787-1462 

Barstow Way Station 
Bureau o f Land Management 
831 Barstow Road 
Barstow, CA 92311 

(714) 256-3591 

CALIFORNIA DESERT 

Recreation Resources 
Gui,de 

UNITED STA TES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
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