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The vast open spaces of the California Desert
are uniquely situated within a few hours drive of more
than 15 million people. In recognition of the special
chaliengcs created by this situation, Congress
established the Caiifornia D^ert Conservation Area

(CDCA) in 1976. Over one fifth of the Desert's 25

million acres are public lands administered by the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM), an agency of the
U. S. Department of the Interior. Congress directed
BLM to provide for the administration of public land
in a way that would protect its unasual natural and
cultural values while providing for the wise use of its
resources.

For more information about the DTC-CAMA,

or the CDCA in general, contact BLM at:

Palm Springs-South Coast Resource Area
63-500 Garnet Ave.,

P. O. Box 2000

North Palm Springs, CA 92258-2000
(619) 251-4800

Needles Resource Area

101 W. Spikes Rd.,
P. O. Box 888

Needles, CA 92263-0888

(619) 326-3896

Barstow Resource Area

150 Coolwater Lane

Barstow, CA 92311

(619) 255-8700

California Desert District Office

6221 Box Springs Blvd.,
Riverside, CA 92507

(909) 697-5200

Ridgecrcst Resource Area
300 South Richmond Road

Ridgecrest, CA 93555-4436
(619) 384-5400

El Centro Resource Area

1661 S. 4th Street

El Centro, CA 92243

(619) 337^400
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Between 1942 and 1944, more than 1 million young
American soldiers were brought from all parts of the
country to train in the deserts of California and
Arizona. A network of facilities developed overnight
that covered 18,000 square miles and spanned three
states.

When the tides of war turned in favor of the Allies,

the camps were closed, and although most of the
structures were removed, much of the infra-structure,

including rock-lined streets, staging areas, flag circles,
and tent areas remain. These and other features have

withstood the ravages of nature and the indifference of
man for more than 50 years.

Now, the Bureau of Land Management, charged with
managing the public lands on which the camps He, is
engaged in an effort to protect and interpret them.
We hope that most of the remaining features at these
historically significant sites can be protected and
interpreted for the benefit of future generations. To
interpret the camps, we must ask for the support of
many people. If, after looking at this brochure, you
are interested in supporting our interpretive efforts
with a donation of money or volunteering your time,
please contact the Palm Springs-South Coast Resource
Area.

With your support we can interpret the camps of
DTC-CAMA for the benefit of future generations of
Americans.

Welcome to History

In the earliest days of World War II, when this Nation
was thrust into the greatest global conflict the world
has ever seen, the virtually uninhabited deserts of
California and Arizona became a combat training
ground for the young troops who would carry that
early training on to victory in the sands of North
Africa, the mud and mire of Europe, the ice and snow
of Alaska, and even into the Pacific jungles.

A site near Shavers Summit (now known as Chiriaco

Summit) between Indio and Desert Center, was

selected as the headquarters of the Desert Training
Center (DTC). This site, called Camp Young, was
named after Lieutenant General S.B.M. Young, the
Army's first Chief of Staff, who once campaigned in
the California Desert.

One of the first units transferred to the Desert

Training Center, the 773rd Tank Destroyer Battalion,
recorded In its official history:

"Camp Young was the world's largest Army post and
the greatest training maneuver area in U. S. military g
history. Eighteen thousand square miles of nothing, in '
a desert designed for Hell."

Major General George S. Patton Jr. came to Camp
Young as the first Commanding General of the Desert
Training Center. His first orders were to select other
areas within the desert that would be suitable for the

large-scale maneuvers necessary to prepare American
soldiers for combat against the German Afrika Korps
in the North African desert. Ten other camps were
established from near Boulder City, Nevada, on the
North, south to the Mexican border, east to Phoenix,
Arizona, and west to Pomona, California.
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