
WELCOME to the historic mining

town of Lake Valley, New Mexico..

The mining town of Lake Valley was founded in
1878 after silver was discovered. Almost

overnight, the small frontier town blossomed
into a major settlement with a population of
4,000 people. Today, silver mining has played
out and all that remains is a ghost town. BLM
has restored the schoolhouse and chapel. The
restored schoolhouse provides a glimpse of
what schooling in a rural area was like in the
early 20th century. Other buildings in the town
site have been stabilized to slow further

deterioration. There also is a self-guided,
interpretive walking tour.

ACTIVITIES

Scenic driving, wildlife watching, picnicking,
historic interpretation, hiking

LOCATION I ACCESS

Go west of Caballo Lake on NM 152, then south

on NM 27; or from NM 26 at the Town of Nutt,
travel north on NM 27 for about 12 miles.

SEASON/HOURS

Open Year-round. Closed Tuesday and
Wednesday.

FEES

None.

Contact Information:

Las Gruces District Office

1800 Marquess Street
Las Graces, NM 88005
(575) 525-4300

VISITORS PLEASE NOTE:

Lake Valley is open for DAY USE ONLY.
Lake Valley is free and open to the public.
Donations are welcome. Please park your
vehicle at the schoolhouse.

Portions of Lake Valley are on PRIVATE
PROPERTY. Please respect the owner's
property rights by not trespassing. Stay on
the roads and trails, do not enter buildings,
and do not cross fences.

Collection of artifacts, unauthorized digging
within an archeological site, and destruction
of historical resources on public land is
prohibited by law. Please. NO artifact
collection. NO metal detecting.

Trail guides for the self-guided walking tour
are available at the schoolhouse. For visitor

safety and protection of the historic
resources, please stay on established roads
and trails. Lake Valley is notorious for
rattlesnakes!

For the protection of your pets from other
animals, snakes, and cuts from stepping on
sharp objects, please keep them on a leash
and on the established roads and trails.

No camping.

Discharge of firearms is prohibited.
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