
Inaustry

The early settlers met harsh environments,
lack of fresh water, mosquitoes and summer
heat. These were just a few of the trials faced
by these hardy folks. Land was cleared and
water cisterns were constructed, crops were

planted including pineapple, citrus, olives, indigo
and vegetables. These crops were for the
resident's use as well as shipment by steamboat
to northern markets. The area's plentiful marine
life was harvested for consumption and for
shipment north. One of the most successful
operations was the harvest of saw palmetto
berries for processing and shipment north for
use in the pharmaceutical industry. Beekeeping
was also a lucrative business and the honey
was a local and northern favorite.

All of these industries depended on water
transportation. The arrival of a steamboat was
quite an event for the local population. Shallow
draft steamboats played an important role in
early Florida's Interior development, before
roads and rail lines were built. However, when

Henry Flagler's railroad came to the mainland,
the saw palmetto Industry moved to Edgewater,
thus hastening the economic demise of Eldora.
Two years of killing frost in 1890s wiped out
most of the citrus, causing residents to leave.
By the turn of the century nearly all business

on the island had ended.

FrieMs of Canaveral

The Eldora State House was the best

remaining example of earlier times. In 1989
Friends of Canaveral was chartered to help save
the house. Since it was abandoned and

neglected for some 30 years, there was much
work to be done. This group of dedicated,
hardworking people came together to plan and
carry out the rehabilitation and reconstruction
of this historic property. Ten years of planning,
fundraising and grant writing, sometimes
punctuated by frustration and setback, resulted
in the fine home you see today. The Eldora
State House has been open since May of 1999,
and is listed on the National Registry of Historic
Places. The National Park Service mission is

to maintain, protect and Interpret this cultural
resource for future enjoyment by the public. The
Friends of Canaveral certainly deserve thanks
for all of their efforts in saving this fine piece of
early Florida history.

To Find Eictora

Eldora lies within Canaveral National

Seashore, Apollo Beach District. From 1-95 or
US-1, take SR-44 east to the ocean, then A1A
(Atlantic Ave.) south about seven miles to the
park entrance. For additional information you
may contact the park at (386) 428-3384, ext. 10.




