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Getting Started
The Mesa Arch trailhead is located 6 miles (9

km) south of the Island in the Sky Visitor Center.
This loop trail covers a distance of 0.5 mile (0.8
km) and has an elevation change of 100 feet
(30 m). The trail surface is mostly sand but also

traverses several short sections of slickrock.

Rock cairns (small rock piles) mark the route.

Do not disturb existing cairns or build new
ones.

• Parents, keep your children with you! Mesa
Arch stands at the edge of a cliff; the area is
not fenced.

• Please stay on the trail to protect fragile soil

crusts.

• Pets and bicycles are not allowed on the trail.
• During a thunderstorm, because of the danger

of lightning, you should return to your vehicle.
Keep the windows rolled up while you wait for
the storm to pass.

Although the view through Mesa Arch is
striking, particularly at sunrise, this short trail
offers much more than that one view! It offers

an opportunity to satisfy (or pique!) your

curiosity about the desert around you. -h
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Dry and rocky terrain, limited moisture,
intense summer sun, periodic flash flooding,
and elevations of 4,500 to 6,500 feet (1,371

to 1,981 m) are characteristic of mesa tops
in southern Utah. Pinyon pine and Utah
juniper dominate the landscape. The plant

and animal species that survive in this pinyon-
juniper woodland hav6 developed specific
traits over time to meet the challenges of living
in such a harsh environment. As yqu walk the

Mesa Arch Trail, open your senses to their
secrets of survival.
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Numbers on the map Indicate
different features described in this

brochure. There are no numbered

signposts on the trail.
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