
Charles Pinckney

The Formative Years

Charles Pinckney, a native and
leader of the South Carolina

lowcountry, was one of the men
to mold and shape the Constitu
tion. Snee Farm, PInckney's
coastal plantation, offers an
opportunity to interpret the cultural
environment that influenced

Pinckney and is an important
element in the understanding of
the first 30 to 40 years of the
United States as a young Nation.

Charles Pinckney was bom to
Colonel Charles Pinckney and his
wife Frances Brewton, on October

26. 1757. The Pinckneys were
members of Charleston's and

South Carolina's social elite.

Like some of his contemporaries,
he received basic tutorial school

ing in Charleston. Dr. David
Oliphant, a noted South Carolina
scholar and author, instructed him
in the Classics, history, political
science, and languages. In 1773,
he was scheduled to leave

Charleston for law school in

England; but the growing unrest

between the colonies and Great

Britain convinced his parents that
he should remain at home and

study law in his father's Charles
ton office.

In 1779, during the Revolutionary
war, Pinckney began his public
service at the age of 22. He was
admitted to the South Carolina

Bar, elected to represent Christ
Church Parish in the state Gen

eral Assembly and received a
lieutenant's commission In the 1st

Battalion of the Charles Towne

Militia. His father. Colonel Charles

Pinckney, served as the unit's
commanding officer.

In 1780, the British initiated a
campaign resulting in the capture
of Charleston. Under the terms of

the city's surrender, Pinckney and
the other American officers were

paroled. This limited freedom
lasted only a few days before the
officers were arrested and placed
on board the prison ship PACK
HORSE anchored in Charles

ton's harbor.

After the fall of Charleston, British
authorities realized the influence

that PInckney's father and other
loyalists like him possessed and
worked to have them swear

allegiance to the crown. Subse
quently Colonel Pinckney and
more than 160 other South

Carolinians declared themselves

as "loyal inhabitants of Charles
Towne." Col. PInckney's estate
was saved through this decision.
When Colonel Pinckney died in
1782, Snee Farm was among the
properties his son inherited.

Lieutenant PInckney's capture
and imprisonment by the British
and his status as a "Patriot" kept
him from being tainted by his
father's action of swearing
allegiance to the crown.
PInckney's training as an attor
ney, his military experience and
service in the State Assembly
made him an excellent candidate

to represent South Carolina in the
new nation.

Historic Snee Farm

Snee Farm was originally part of
a 500-acre 1698 royal grant to
Richard Butler. When Col.

Charles Pinckney purchased it in
1754 it consisted of 715 acres in

Christ Church Parish. For over 60

years, until 1817, Snee Farm was
a part of Pinckney family life. The
Charles Pinckney National
Historic Site contains only 28
acres of that plantation.

Snee Farm was a working
plantation for over 200 years.
Indigo and rice were its first
principal crops. Slave labor was
the driving force behind the
plantation economy. In 1787, 40

slaves lived at Snee Farm. In

addition to field laborers, several

slaves possessed specialized
skills such as carpentry, gar
dening , and barrel making
(cooper). An 1818 survey plat
indicates that cultivated fields,

gardens, slave quarters, swamps,
ponds and woodlands were a part
of the agrarian landscape.

Archeoiogical investigations thus
far have discovered features and

structures including an elaborate,
18th century brick foundation and
brick piers that may represent the
original plantation house, the well,
the kitchen and at least two slave

cabins. Additional investigations
will provide clues as to the
location of other buildings.

The present house, built In the
1820s after Charles Pinckney
sold the property, is an excellent
example of a coastal cottage
once common in the lowcountry.
It consists of one and one half

stories built on a raised founda

tion with a single story porch
across the facade and a gable
roof with dormers. It is sturdily
constructed of pine and cypress
and contains splendid paneling
and hand-carved mantles.




