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of America. Tensions escalated in the weeks before President
Abraham Lincoln took office as Federal forces refused to
abandon Fort Sumter, located at the mouth of Charleston
Harbor. On April 12, 1861, Confederate batteries opened fire

: The hard-fought victory at Stones River in the dead of
winter 1862 paved the way.from Tennessee to Georgia,
launching the Union effort to tear the Confederacy apart.
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The Atlanta Campaign saw over a dozen major battles.
Confederate success, such as at Kennesaw Mountain on ATLANTIC OCEAN
June 27, 1864, could not prevent the fall of Atlanta. On
September 1, evacuating Confederates burned Atlanta’s o [t N
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® — Principal Battles of the American Civil War
of the Confederacy’s coastline stretching over 3000 miles
from Virginia to Texas. Critics called Scott’s idea the
Anaconda Plan, likening it to the coils of an anaconda
suffocating its victim. The snake image caught on, giving

the proposal its popular name.

National Parks in the Southeast Region
Interpreting Civil War Themes

O - The Causes and Coming of the Civil War

@ - The Hallowed Ground of Epic Battles

@ - The War beyond the Major Battlefields

@ - From Civil War to Civil Rights
Many parks interpret multiple themes. To learn more, visit in person

or online at www.nps.gov.
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However, sealing off the South’s many ports and inlets
- proved a difficult task. At first, small but swift biockade
el . runners routinely slipped past slower Union war vessels

. MIAMI to bring Southerners critical goods such as boots,

Enfield rifles, and medical supplies. But by war’s end,

the Union blockade had halted the export of cotton and
reduced southern trade by two-thirds. Several coastal
fortifications preserved by the NPS help interpret the
blockade, such as Fort Pulaski, Fort Jefferson in Dry
Tortugas, and Fort Pickens at Gulf Islands. Inlets along the
Cape Hatteras coastline also played a role in this strategy.
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primarily their labor that produced
it. Many sites in the South Carolina
National Heritage Corridor tell of

Though the Muscle Shoals NHA
primarily tells the story of how the
rocky shoals on the Tennessee River

The Mississippi Gulf Coast NHA
tells the story of Ship Island from
which Admiral Farragut staged the

North Carolina to Florida and
interprets the history from slavery
through civil rights.

The Cane River NHA in Louisiana
tells the stories of the cultural,
economic, and political struggles of

After emancipation, many purchased
or were given land to farm and
developed their own communities.

Augusta Canal’s power and water
transportation factored into

Established primarily for its nature
preserve, the Arabia Mountain

NHA in Georgia also preserves the
Flat Rock community settled by
freedmen and women, one of the

plantations they worked, and a
cemetery in which they are buried.

Though known mostly for preserving
Cajun culture, the Atchafalaya Basin
was on the front lines of the war.
The Atchafalaya NHA in Louisiana
interprets several major battles
including Port Hudson, one of

the first involving African American
soldiers.

Confederate military leaders’
selection of this Georgia city as the
location for its Powder Waorks, which
produced nearly three million pounds
of gunpowder. Augusta Canal NHA
interprets this storyand preserves the
153-foot refinery chimney, the only
remnant of the complex.

Africans, both enslaved and free,
found their way into western North
Carolina to work the small farms and
in trades that developed in the fertile
mountain valleys.

A number af their traditions-notably
food and music-have become an
integral part of Appalachian culture
and are interpreted in the Blue
Ridge NHA.

Cane River plantations show the
evolution of southern agriculture
from slavery to tenant farming
and sharecropping through
mechanization. The Red River
Campaign traversed the area,
leaving behind burned fields and
homes and a community in tatters.

Creole people and newly freed

enslaved people after emancipation. |

The Gullah-Geechee people descend
from enslaved Africans from west
and central Africa. Brought to
North America and forced to work

on the plantations of the coast, they |

retained many aspects of their
heritage due to the geographic
barriers of the landscape and a
strong sense of place and family.
The Gullah-Geechee Cultural
Heritage Corridor reaches from

The Delta swamp was cleared for
cotton plantations and worked

by sharecroppers, both African
American and white.

The Mississippi Delta NHA
encompasses the City of Vicksburg
and interprets the important Civil
\War events there. It also includes a
number of critical civil rights sites,
telling the stories of Emmett Till
and Fannie Lou Hamer through
Stokley Carmichael.

capture of Mobile and New Orleans
and from which an African American
regiment of the Louisiana Native
Guards was based. It also interprets
Beauvoir, the last home of Jefferson
Davis, President of the Confederacy.

The Mississippli Hills NHA was the
location of several pivotal battles and
maneuvers during the Civil War
including the Battle of Corinth and
the Battle of Brices Cross Roads.

affected America’s settlement
toward the southwest, it also
preserves the home of Confederate
General Joe Wheeler who was with
President Jefferson Davis when they
were captured. Wheeler’s home
typifies the slavery culture of the era.

Rice was the crop that produced
enormous wealth in the Lowcountry
for 200 years. Enslaved West Africans
cleared the swamps to cultivate it.
As cotton became king, it was

their pre- and post-War experiences
at Military Heritage Sites throughout
the 320-mile area.

Encompassing the entire state, the
Tennessee Civil War NHA tells

the whole story of America’s greatest
challenge, 1860-1875: the

powerful stories of vicious warfare,
the demands of the homefront

and occupation, the freedom of
emancipation and the enduring
legacies of Reconstruction.




I l .e i a a ‘"' - Lincoln tried desperately to achieve a peaceful solution té L
e e secession, but when he decided to resupply the US army
rl c a r I rs \ X 3 troops at Fort Sumter in Charleston H rborﬂin"i@pgl 1861,

Confederate forces fired on the fort. C

] The Coming of the Civil War

| The seeds of the American Civil War
were sown during the Constitutional
Convention of 1787. By then, slavery had
become a grim reality in the new nation. Out
of a total population of 3.8 million people,
early census figures show more than 700,000
were enslaved, many of them concentrated
in the nine-state area that makes up the
National Park Service’s Southeast Region.
In South Carolina, for example, 43% of
the population was enslaved.
¢ . A s K Between Abraham Lincoln’s election and inauguration, seven states
Although not mentioned by name in the ‘ L o B R e N 9 : QO = (including six in the Deep South: South Carolina, Mississippi, Florida,
Constitution, slavery was an extremely ' L X i Bl a2 S <. Alabama, Louisiana and Georgia) seceded from the Union, citing
contentious issue during the Constitutional : B h e X U T . = concerns over the preservation of slavery. After the firing on Fort
Eopvention. The resulting document included compromises which failed tc : e ' A ’ 7 & ' X : ~§ P . Sumter and Lincoln’s subsequent call for troops, two additional
cile 6pposing opinions. The Constitution guaranteed the right to own T g o ] N S W\ =) A w4 - southeastern states—Tennessee and North Carolina—reversed their
vate property, allowed the importation of slaves until 1808, and included R e ; R GIEN=Y 7 i~ 2. e J‘*f. earlier votes against secession. Beyond the Southeast Region, three
a fugitive slave clause. A key compromise allowed states to count 3/5 of their Jowners. v i 3= ARAN AT S\ T4 A I--—+Spther states joined the Confederacy: Texas, Arkansas, and Virginia.
enslaved population in apportioning representatives in Congress and the : IELhE R = 3 oA : : L A\ ot Seemee. - Kentucky initially proclaimed its neutrality in this debate, but soon
Electoral College. This gave the South much greater representation than its abor w : 2 B X T A\ "= i came under control of United States forces.
free population alone would have allowed. 1 ' s T8 : N,

The slavery debate set the stage for increasing conflict between free

and slave states over the next seven decades. The question of expanding
slavery into the western territories was a key issue, one revisited each time
a new state sought admission to the Union. Southern concerns increased
dramatically with the presidential election of 1860, amid fears the
Republican candidate was a threat to slavery.

‘he Hallowed Ground of Epic Battles

- More than 620,000 Americans, Union and Confederate, lost their lives in the Civil War:
many from battle wounds, many more from disease. They left behind them a
grief-stricken nation which even 150 years later has not yet completely healed. The
nation’s first national cemeteries came into being as a direct result of this bloody
conflict. Of the 14 national cemeteries administered by the National Park Service, half
are located in the Southeast Region: Andersonville and Andrew Johnson (the only two
currently active), Fort Donelson, Chalmette, Shiloh, Stones River, and Vicksburg.
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The massive fortification of Fort Pulaski took 18 years and

25 million bricks to construct, but in 30 hours of bombardment
from April 10-11, 1862, the new rifled cannon opened gaping
holes in its walls, forcing the Confederate garrison to surrender.
The new technology ended the dominance of masonry
fortifications forever. A night time demonstration displays =
the power of Civil War artillery. 4

The War beyond the Maj

While deaths on distant battlefields affected many families in the North,

the disastrous impact of the war was felt the hardest in the South. People’s
homes and homelands were destroyed on both sides of the conflict, but
particularly in the South where so much of the war was waged. Civilians, both
free and enslaved, suffered the effects of battle, disease, and deprivation.

The war and the upheaval of the economy brought many changes
to America, such as unprecedented numbers of women entering the
workforce at plantation, farm, and factory.

From Civil War to Civil Rights

What began as a war to preserve the Union became a war of emancipation and then
evolved into a century-long struggle for civil rights. Prior to emancipation, many enslaved
people sought freedom through the Underground Railroad and the establishment of
settlements such as the Freedmen’s Colony commemorated at Fort Raleigh and the
Corinth Contraband Camp memorial park, a part of Shiloh. These areas tell how a newly
freed people took the first steps toward gaining equal rights. After the war, they built
their own communities at places like Fazendeville at Jean Lafitte and the Settlement at
Cumberland Island. Andrew Johnson NHS presents the story of the issues facing the
country during this difficult time of Reconstruction. Many newly found rights and hopes
were dashed by Jim Crow laws and discrimination. The journey toward equality reached
its climax in the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s but is not yet complete today.
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