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A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 

Crater Lake National Park, establ ished on M: 
22, 1902, has an area of 250 square miles. It 
is administered by the Nat ional Park Service, 
U.S. Depar tment of the Inter ior . 

A super intendent is in charge of the park, w i t h 
off ices in the adminis t rat ion bui ld ing, 3 miles 
south of Rim Vil lage. His address is Crater Lake, 
Oreg. 97604. 

As the Nation's principal conservation agency, 
the Department of the Interior has basic respon
sibilities for water, f ish, wildl i fe, mineral, land, 
park, and recreational resources. Indian and Ter
ritorial affairs are other major concerns of 
America's "Department of Natural Resources." 
The Department works to assure the wisest 
choice in managing all our resources so each 
wil l make its full contr ibut ion to a better United 
States —now and in the future. 

U. S. Department of the Interior 
Nat ional Park Service 

Ages a g o . M o u n t Mazama was p r o b a b l y a 
12,000-foot vo lcano in the Cascade Range. Tre
mendous act iv i ty had raised it f r om accumula
t ions of successive lava f lows and erupt ions of 
ash, c inder, and pumice. 

In Crater Lake. The Story of Its Origin. Howel 
Wi l l iams describes the lava b lown f rom the 
mounta in as f ro thy , superheated pumice. Fine 
dust was carr ied by prevai l ing w inds hundreds 
of miles to the no r th and east. Many erupt ions 
poured out masses of f ro thy mater ia l in series 
of g lowing avalanches. A lso, cracks opened 
beneath the volcano and drained away several 
cubic miles of mol ten rock. These eject ions 
and drainings left a vast cavi ty beneath the cone 
wh ich cou ld not suppor t its o w n we igh t and 
col lapsed into the vo id ; thus was M o u n t Ma
zama destroyed 6,600 years ago. 

A f te r des t ruc t ion , addi t ional volcanic act iv i ty 
w i th in the caldera produced the cinder cone 
known as Wizard Island. 

Over the centur ies the great caldera has ac
cumulated water f rom rain and snow; today 
evaporat ion and seepage are balanced w i th 
prec ip i ta t ion, and the water level remains fair ly 
constant . 

Only six lakes in the wor ld are deeper than 
Crater Lake. In the Western Hemisphere, only 
Great Slave Lake in Canada is deeper—by 83 
feet. A sonic depth f inder has measured the 
greatest depth of Crater Lake at 1,932 feet. 

PLANTS AND A N I M A L S 

Many animals can be seen in the park. Bi rds 
along the r im include Clark's nutcrackers , gray 
j a y s , and t h e b lue S te l l e r ' s j a y . Eagles and 
hawks are of ten seen. Chipmunks and golden-
mant led g round squirrels are common . 

Remember, these animals are w i l d ; w i ld ani
mals are dangerous. They may b i te—and a small 
nip can be ser ious. Park regulat ions emphat i 
cally fo rb id feeding and molest ing wi ld l i fe . 

A t a distance or f rom the safety of your car, 
be on the lookout fo r deer and bears. Seldom 
seen are the Cascade red fox, coyote , pine mar
ten , porcupine, bobcat , elk, and very rarely, 
the cougar. 

Early v is i tors repor ted that Crater Lake o r i g 
inally conta ined no f ish; but several species 
have been in t roduced. Recently the pract ice of 
s tocking has been d iscont inued, but ra inbow 
t rou t , b rown t r o u t in small numbers, and ko-
kanee salmon are known to be reproduc ing . 
The l imited f ish populat ion is due to lack of 
adequate food and suitable spawning grounds. 
The amazingly pure lake water suppor ts com
parat ively l i t t le l i fe, but an aquatic moss has 
been found at a record depth of 425 feet. 

Wi ld f lowers and evergreen forests of the park 
are typical of the Cascades. Pr incipal trees 

sur round ing the lake include mounta in hem
lock, Shasta and subalpine f i r , lodgepole and 
wh i tebark pine, and in lower elevations beauti
fu l stands of Douglas-f ir and ponderosa pine. 
Wi ld f lowers of the high mountains appear late 
and disappear early, but displays of phlox, knot-
weed, and monkeyf lowers are br i l l iant . 

NATURALIST PROGRAMS 

The Nat ional Park Service of fers natural ist ser
vices in summer to help v is i tors gain a greater 
appreciat ion of the park. Programs of cur ren t 
in terpret ive act iv i t ies are posted. You are in
vi ted to at tend the campf i re programs held 
each evening at the Mazama Campground am
phi theater, the Communi ty House in Rim Vil
lage, and Crater Lake Lodge. 

DISCOVERY OF CRATER LAKE 

On J u n e 12 , 1 8 5 3 , J o h n Wes ley H i l l m a n . a 
young prospector and member of a party in 
search of a rumored "Lost Cabin M ine , " topped 
a r idge and saw the lake spread out before h im. 
He named it Deep Blue Lake. Sixteen years 
later, v is i tors f rom Jacksonvi l le gave the lake 
its present name. 

HOW TO REACH THE PARK 

The south entrance road is open all year. The 
nor th entrance road and Rim Drive are closed 
f rom approximately mid-October to early Ju ly , 
depending on snow condi t ions. 

From mid-June to mid-September, buses of 
Crater Lake Lodge operate daily f rom M e d f o r d 
and Klamath Falls to Crater Lake. Klamath 
Falls is served by ra i l road, and both cit ies by 
air l ines and t ranscont inenta l buses. 

LODGING 

Park campgrounds are open f rom about mid-
June to the end of September, also depending 
on snow condi t ions. Check the map for loca
t ions. Trai lers up to 18 feet can be accommo
d a t e d bu t t h e r e are no u t i l i t y c o n n e c t i o n s . 
Campsites cannot be reserved. 

Lodge and cabins at Rim Vil lage are open f rom 
mid-June to mid-September. For in format ion 
and reservat ions, wr i te to Crater Lake Lodge, 
Inc., Crater Lake, Oreg. 97604. Other accommo
dat ions are available near the park. 

WINTER V IS ITS 

Crater Lake Nat ional Park averages 50 feet of 
snowfa l l annually. Only the south entrance road 
to Rim Vil lage is open all year. On weekends 
and hol idays, f rom mid-September to mid-June, 
l ight ref reshments and souvenirs are available 
at the coffee shop in Rim Vil lage. There are 
overn ight accommodat ions near the park. Two 
ski t rai ls are maintained f rom Rim Vil lage to 
park headquarters, but ski tows and equipment 
are not available. The service stat ion is not 

open in w in ter . Carry t i re chains, wh ich may be 
mandatory at any t ime, t ow rope , and shovel. 

PROTECT YOUR PARK 

Uni fo rmed park rangers are responsible for the 
management of park resources and for enforc
ing park regulat ions for your safety. Ask them 
for in fo rmat ion , d i rect ions, or assistance. Help 
preserve and protect the park by observing the 
regulat ions and by keeping the park free of lit
t e r . A p e r m i t is necessa ry if y o u p lan an ex
tended back-country t ra i l t r i p . 

Stay on the trails—especially along the cal
dera rim. Foot ing can be t reacherous in this 
volcanic rock and soi l . 

Please drive slowly— you wi l l see more and have 
a more enjoyable visit . 

Camp only in designated areas. Use only dead 
and down mater ial for your campf i re . 

Bui ld fires in a campground f i replace only, and 
never leave them unat tended; douse them w i t h 
water before you leave. Be carefu l whi le smok
ing on t ra i ls ; and when you dr ive, use your 
ash t ray. Please repor t a w i ld f i re immediately to 
the nearest park ranger. 

Keep pets on a leash or in your car, to pro tec t 
wi ld l i fe and in considerat ion for others. Pets 
are not permi t ted in publ ic bui ld ings or on na
ture t ra i ls , guided t r ips , or back-country t rai ls. 
Be sure they do not venture over the r im wal l , 
where there is loose pumice soil and a 1,000-
foot d rop. 

Fishing is permi t ted in park streams and in 
Crater Lake, and no f ishing license is requi red. 
Regulat ions are available at park headquarters 
or f rom a park ranger. 

Park regulat ions as wel l as good outdoor man
ners call fo r leaving rocks, f l owers , and wi ld
life undis turbed for others to enjoy. 



The most popular lake overlook is the Rim Vil
lage area. A park naturalist is on duty in the 
Exhibit Building along the rim wall; here you 
can buy literature concerning the park, includ
ing the self-guiding tour booklet, ALONG CRA
TER LAKE ROADS. 

In front of and below the Exhibit Building, on 
the caldera wall, is the Sinnott Memorial Over
look Building, with a broad terrace presenting 
a magnificent panorama. Here, talks explaining 
the origin of Crater Lake are presented 
throughout the day in summer. 

Two nearby trails afford breathtaking vistas 
from precipitous vantage points: 1.7-mile Gar
field Peak Trail runs east along the rim wall 
beginning behind the lodge and ending at the 
peak 1,900 feet above the lake; 1.5-mile Dis
covery Point Trail begins at the opposite end of 
Rim Village and leads to the point where pros
pector John Wesley Hillman discovered the lake 
in 1853. This is an easy walk to the Discovery 
Point Rim Drive turnout. 

Rim Drive, a 33-mile route circling the caldera's 
edge, offers unexcelled observation points. Pic
nic areas along the way are available for short 
stops, but no fires are permitted. 

The Watchman, the first prominent peak along 
the Rim Drive beyond Discovery Point, looms 
1,800 feet above the lake. An .8-mile trail from 
the parking area leads to the summit and a fire 
lookout station. Exhibits in the public-use area 
locate notable park features, and a museum 
room vividly depicts park forests. There are ex
ceptional views in all d i rect ions, including 
14,000-foot Mount Shasta, about 100 miles away. 

Neighboring Hillman Peak, named for the dis
coverer of the lake, at 8,156 feet is the highest 
point along the rim. 

At North Junction the north entrance road 
joins Rim Drive. The area was devastated by 
glowing avalanches of f ro thy pumice that 
spewed from the volcano and only now is grad
ually being reclaimed by lodgepole pines. 

Prominent along the rim at this point is Llao 
Rock, a massive flow of obsidian-like dacite that 
fills an earlier glacier valley. 

Cleetwood Trail descends the northern rim 
wall to Cleetwood Cove, the only access to the 
water. The 1.1-mile trail usually requires one-
half hour to go down and three-quarters of an 
hourto return. Launch trips around the lake and 
to Wizard Island, which rises to 760 feet above 
the water, begin here. A trail to the top enables 
you to see the island's crater. 

Cloudcap, reached by a short spur road from 
Rim Drive, offers an exhilirating panorama of 
the Crater Lake scene. To the east is two-
peaked Mount Scott, at 8,926 feet above sea 
level the highest point in the park. 

The famous Pinnacles are easily accessible at 
the end of a 6-mile branch road. They are strik
ing spires of pumice and welded tuff rising 200 
feet out of the Wheeler Creek canyon. Halfway 
to the Pinnacles is Lost Creek Campground. 

A short trail at Sun Notch provides the best 
view of the unique dike remnant called Phan
tom Ship, which seemingly sails Crater Lake's 
blue waters. 

At the Rim Drive and south entrance road junc
tion near park headquarters is Castle Crest 
Wildflower Garden and nature trail. 

Three trai ls are easily accessible along the 
south entrance road: Godfrey Glen Trail, 2.2 
miles from the Rim Drive junction, skirts the 
edge of Munson Creek canyon; Annie Creek 
Canyon Trail loops .7 of a mile into Annie Creek 
at Mazama Campground; and Oregon Skyline 
Trail runs the entire north-south length of the 
park, a part of the Pacific Crest Trail System. 

SERVICES 

Food and supplies. The dining room at Crater 
Lake Lodge is open from mid-June to mid-Sep
tember. In summer the cafeteria serves meals 
daily. On weekends and holidays in winter, it 
is operated as a coffee shop, serving light re
freshments. Some groceries can be purchased 
at the cafeteria. 

Equipment rental. Rowboats and fishing tackle 
can be rented at the boat landing at the foot 
of Cleetwood Trail. Private boats are not per
mitted on the lake. 

Mail. In summer, there is a branch post office 
in the administration building at park head
quarters. Visitors not staying at the lodge or in 
cabins in Rim Village should have their mail 
addressed to General Delivery, Crater Lake, 
Oreg. 97604. 

Tours. Several times each day, launches at 
Cleetwood Cove make trips to Wizard Island 
and around the lake. Bus trips around Rim Drive 
begin at the lodge. There are no winter tours. 

Gasoline. A gasoline station is open in sum
mer near park headquarters. No storage,towing, 
or repair facilities are available within the park. 


