Cuyahoga Valley

Where the Sidewalk Ends

The Cuyahoga Valley National Recreation Area (CVNRA) preserves 12,950
hectares (32,000 acres) of pastoral valley along 35 kilometers (22 miles)
of the Cuyahoga River between the cities of Cleveland and Akron, Ohio.
Rather than a distant and forbidding wilderness, this park is nearby,
welcoming, and comfortably familiar, sort of “just down the street and
around the block, where the sidewalk ends” for millions of urban Ameri-
cans. It is easily accessible, yet offers a sharp contrast to its urban sur-
roundings.

In a gradually changing environment where fewer and fewer places
allow us time and space to rediscover the beauty and meaning of nature,
the peace of the countryside, or the substance of our past, the need to
protect landscapes that refresh the spirit and restore our perceptions has
become one of the most basic requirements of environmental and
recreational planning. The Cuyahoga Valley National Recreation Area
preserves such a place, a landscape where recreation can be a process of
perceiving and appreciating the roots of our contemporary existence. ltis
also a place of active recreation where you can refresh body and spirit. Itis
an educational place, where nature and history study opportunities abound.
And it is a place of settings—for artistic events, social gatherings, solitude
and creativity. As urban growth continues, as gasoline prices rise, and as
living density increases around it, CVNRA will grow in importance and
service to people of all cultures and backgrounds.

Sculpted by glaciers, streams, and the persistent forces of weather, the
Cuyahoga River Valley landscape is an enchanting diversity of river flood-
plain, steep and gentle valley walls forested by deciduous and evergreen
woods, numerous tributaries and their ravines, and upland plateaus. It is
home to a wide variety of wildlife and plants, amazingly numerous given
their close proximity to major metropolitan and industrial areas. The big
animals—the bear, the wolf, the puma—are no longer here. Nor are the
vast virgin forests once so characteristic of this region. The Cuyahoga
Valley is now a harmonious blend of human and natural history. The bison
have been replaced by cows and horses. Forests have been broken up by
rolling farmland. Freshwater ponds dot the landscape, and pastures and
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meadows in various stages of succession are interwoven with wooded
hills. Remains of the old Ohio and Erie Canal, replaced by railroad and
highway, blend into the river and valley scene.

The central and dominant feature of the valley is the Cuyahoga River,
named centuries ago by the Indians whose word for it was “ka-ih-ogh-ha,”
meaning crooked. And crooked it is, throughout its 145 kilometers (90
miles). It rises in Geauga County just 48 kilometers (30 miles) east of its
mouth in Cleveland. It flows in a great U, the base being the escarpment
on which sits the city of Akron, Ohio. And as it flows, it twists and turns. Not
long, nor wide, nor deep, the Cuyahoga has a history that makes it impor-
tant beyond its size.

For centuries the river and its valley have provided a vital transportation
route, home, and livelihood for wildlife and man. Prehistoric peoples left
behind a legacy of archeological sites throughout the valley. It was neutral
ground to many historic Indian tribes, so that all might travel on it from the
cold waters of the Great Lakes to the short portage across the watershed
divide to reach the Tuscarawas River, connecting to the waters of the
Ohio River and the warm South. The river was labelled on New World
maps of the 17th century. The Moravian village of Pilgerruh, the first but
short-lived white settlement in the valley, was located near the conflu-
ence of Tinkers Creek and the river in 1786 just 10 years before Moses
Cleaveland and surveyors from Connecticut laid out the Western Reserve
for settlement. By treaty between the young United States and Indian
tribes, land west of the river was Indian territory until 1805. Early traders
and settlers found the river as important as the Indians before them had.
Farmers down to the present day have found the valley soil productive
and easy to work, and the upper slopes good for orchards. Now the
CVNRA preserves farmlands where people can buy corn, pumpkins, and
other fresh produce, and where they can watch cattle grazing or sheep
being sheared.

In 1827, the Ohio and Erie Canal was opened between Cleveland and
Akron. It paralleled and was partly watered by the river. It replaced the
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Cuyahoga as the major transportation artery and opened up Ohio and the
Midwest to commerce and industrialization. The city of Akron was a
product of the canal. In 1880, the railroad replaced the canal as the major
transportation route for commerce, industry, and travel. Running through
the valley, it led to the eventual demise of the canal but caused the growth
of the cities.

As the cities grew, the Cuyahoga Valley began taking on a different kind of
significance, a place to escape from the less beneficial aspects of the
urban environment. Both Cleveland and Akron established metropolitan
parks in the valley. Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and inner city organizations
established camps here. The Cleveland Symphony Orchestra eventually
came to create a summer home at Blossom Music Center.

Continuing urbanization, spreading development, population growth, high-
way improvements and migration to the suburbs became increasing threats
to the greenscape, history, and recreational opportunities of the valley.
Efforts by private citizens and local and state government to save it grew
and gained momentum in the 1960s and early 1970s. These efforts finally
crossed paths with major, new National Park Service directions to bring
parks to the people by establishing urban recreation areas. In December
1974, Congress created the Cuyahoga Valley National Recreation Area as
an urban park of the National Park System. Here the National Park Serv-
ice is preserving inherent values, retrieving natural landscapes and
processes, and restoring historic sites throughout the park where com-
mercialism and development have already intruded. Perhaps one of its
most important values is as a symbol and signal of a new relationship
between man and his environment.

Springtime trillium

The Seasons

A Management Mosaic

Summer fishing

The Cuyahoga Valley National Recreation Area is a place of diversity. Its
character and appearance change from place to place, and it has changed
with the events of history. CVNRA also undergoes miraculous changes
with the seasons, from spring’s wildflowers, through the wide variety of
summer activities and spectacular fall color, to winter’s beauty and sports.

Spring comes noisily and dramatically to the Cuyahoga Valley as streams
filled with melted snow tumble to the river. It comes with a wedge of geese
flying northward, a pair of young squirrels experimenting with jumps
between bouncing branches, and a green skunk cabbage cone pushing
up through mud. Spring brings the triumphant call of the red-winged
blackbird in the meadows and the shrill chorus of spring peepers from the
ponds and marshes. Willow trees become fountains of pale yellow green;
a rosy tint halos the maples. As the air warms and the woods dry, violets
spread a purple carpet; tiny spring-beauties nestle among last year's
matted leaves; and stalwart trilliums brighten sun-dappled hillsides. Spring
is the time to walk the Daffodil Trail when thousands of flowers bloom over
a six-week period in the shadow of great, gray beeches. Spring is the time
to fly a kite on the wide open hilltops of Kendall Hills and spring is the time
to just look and see and wonder at the ever-quickening changes that
come to the valley and spread up its slopes.

Summer is playtime in the valley. Joggers and cyclists and antique car
buffs go back and forth over the flat valley roads along the river. Wanderers
find a coolness on the trails of the Virginia Kendall unit of the park,
especially at Icebox Cave. Canoeists flash their paddles on the winding
river. Families stroll along the towpath of the old canal enjoying the

The National Park Service manages the CVNRA in cooperation with
others who own property within its boundary. While private lands needed
for public use are being purchased, much public land has already been
dnnated by the State of Ohio: and while other public lands may he trans-
ferred in the future, several other compatible public and private owner-
ships will continue. This is a continuation of a tradition of public and
private cooperation that has deep roots in this valley.

Fall's harvest

separation from road and car. Through the woodlands, emerging to ford a
stream, come horseback riders on bridle paths.

Summer may dawn early as you join a naturalist for a morning bird walk.
Dusk may come late if you picnic on the lawn before a concert at Blossom
Mucic Center. Or you may spend the day in solitude,

Fall is when the woodlands glow with color. Scarlet are the hillsides where
the spreading maples stand; rusty are the sturdy oaks. Those splashes of
bright yellow are tulip trees. October in the Cuyahoga Valley is truly a
spectacle of color. It is a time when you can walk or bicycle the trails,
enjoying the rustle of freshly fallen leaves and the crisp cool air and
marveling at a bird’s nest unseen last summer. Fall is for roadside won-
ders, too. The browning cattail marks the marsh; the purplish New
England aster marks the drylands. Blue chicory shines in the scrubbiest
places while yellow goldenrod, white Queen Anne’s lace, and golden
evening primrose all take turns decorating the landscape.

It's time for the last-of-season corn—succulent ears that the Indians
introduced to the earliest settlers in the valley. Fall is the smile of fat
pumpkins and the clamor of katydid and cricket. Fall brings dense fogs in
the valley and crisp stars over the hilltop. It is a pleasurable time for
settling in for the long sleep of winter.

Winter is for the vigorous folk who sled, ski, and toboggan. Itis also a time
for the photographer as snows define trails and trees while blanketing
other natural features. Cardinals add touches of bright red to branches of

Youth and scout camps remain independently operated. Commercial rec-
reation enterprises such as ski areas and golf courses continue. The
Western Reserve Historical Society maintains its ownership of Hale Farm
and Village. as does the Musical Arts Association at Blossom Music Cen-
ter, and Kent State University at Porthouse Theater. Cleveland Metroparks
and the Akron Metropolitan Park District administer several of their units
within CVNRA. All of these operations have natural preservation, history,

Winter tobogganing

snow-laden trees. On extra-cold, sunny mornings hoarfrost sparkles on
trees and weeds along the open river. Now the buttons of the sycamore
tree and the seed cups of the tulip poplar are stiff against the clear sky.
Deer often cross the highway at noon instead of at dawn or dusk. The
tracks of a ruffed grouse or raccoon may be seen near one’s own foot-
printe in the snow.

Through the northern end of the park, cold breezes ripple the waters of
the canal. Creeks are rimmed with ever-changing patterns and levels of
ice. On open hillsides, any flat object passes for a sled. Saucers, plastic
mats, inner tubes, and traditional sleds with runners are all part of the
colorful family mix. Flatter areas invite the cross-country skier and showshoer.
Fires stoked in winter shelters by park rangers send out their smoky
fragrance, a smell of winter, and the promise of warmth.

Christmas at Hale Farm is celebrated with the burning of a yule log while
carols are sung outdoors. In the old brick homestead, decorations speak
of those pioneers who knew the winters of long ago.

And soon the air begins to warm and the elusive smell of spring is in the air
once again as the cycle of the seasons adds to the miracle and magic of
the Cuyahoga Valley National Recreation Area.

cultural arts, and outdoor recreation purposes similar to and compatible
with the National Park Service and help it accomplish its job here. These
partners are an important part of the rich diversity of cultural and recreational
features of the Cuvahoga Valley National Recreation Area and will con-
tinue to contribute to its character and the wide range of attractions.

The daffodil trail
welcomes spring. challenge

Golfers rise to the

Music under summer
moonlight makes lasting
memories.

A craftsman demon-
strates his art

Wintertime brings skiing.

Steaming through
the valley

Horsepower pulls this plow.



Cuyahoga Valley National Recreation Area is administered by the National
Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior. For further information
write to the superintendent, whose address is P.O. Box 158, Peninsula,
OH 44264.
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Fall brings tours of
schoolchildren.

They've got the whole
world in their hands.

“Look at this rock | found.” Biking is a popular sport. Keeping each line sepa-

rate could be difficult.

A local resident watches
the passing parade.

“Anyone for frisbee?"

Beside all the fixed programs and facilities, you will continually discover
new places to go and things to do throughout the park. Nature walks,
campfire programs, arts and crafts, stories, dramatic and musical pre-
sentations, and special recreational events change with the seasons.
Inquire at the visitor centers or ask rangers for the latest developments
and programs. Perhaps more important than all the facilities and events

is how each person creatively finds a way to relax and keep in touch
with friends, self, nature, and the past. With its diversity of resources
and changing landscapes the park offers a vast array of opportunities.
Let your imagination be your guide and always keep in mind that much
of the land within the boundaries has yet to be acquired. Some will

remain in private ownership through scenic easement. We ask that you

respect the rights and privacy of others. If in doubt about ownership,
please ask a park ranger or stop in at a visitor center. Remember also
that every place is home to some living thing. Please tread carefully and
with respect wherever you go—down the street and around the block,
where the sidewalk ends.
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