
For over 9,000 years, many people have called this area home. While
some cultural groups left little evidence of their presence, others
made marks on the landscape we can still see today. Rock carvings
(petroglyphs) and paintings (pictographs) created thousands of years
ago offer an intriguing connection to people and cultures of the past.

The Fremont Culture The Native American cultural group often
associated with rock art found at Dinosaur

National Monument is the Fremont.

"Archeologists first studied and named "
the Fremont culture from sites along the
Fremont River in south-central Utah.

Their unique cultural traits emerged
around the year 450 AD and have been
found throughout most of Utah and parts
of Colorado, Nevada, and Idaho. The

Fremont were contemporaries with better
known Ancestral Puebloan cultures found

further south in the Four Corners region.

The lifestyle of the Fremont varied,
reflecting the diverse environments they
inhabited. In general they lived in small
groups and did not build large permanent

homes. Structures ranged from rock
overhangs or shallow caves to pithouse
villages in open areas.

The Fremont harvested native plants and

hunted wild game. They also cultivated
corn, beans, and squash, sometimes using
irrigation techniques. Archeological
evidence suggests many sites were used
seasonally as people moved according to
climate and availability of water or food.

Making Their Mark

While the Fremont lifestyle left a fairly
light trace on the landscape, an impressive
array of petroglyphs and pictographs
have survived for cenrurfes. The style

and content of designs vary throughout
the region. Human figures typically have
trapezoidal bodies, which may or may

not include arms, legs, hands and feet.
Elaborate decorations suggest headdresses,
earrings, necklaces, shields or other
objects. Animal figures include bighorn
sheep, birds, snakes, and lizards. Abstract
or geometric designs are common,
including circles, spirals, and various

combinations of lines.

We cannot know why Fremont people
chose to create these specific designs and
figures. We can only speak with today's
Native American groups, including the
Ute, who claim cultural affiliation with the

Fremont, about what this art might mean.

People rarely "disappear." However,
changes in trends, technology and
environmental factors can affect how we

identify a cultural group. By 1400 AD, the
Fremont culture appeared to evolve or
blend into something new.

Protecting the Past Petroglyphs and pictographs are fragile,
irreplaceable records of the past. Touching
rock art can leave skin oils behind and

tracings or rubbings can hasten erosion
and ruin the designs. Federal law protects
all artifacts, including rock art. Do your
part to protect the past, and immediately
report any vandalism you find.




