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The term "El Malpals," Spanish for "Badlands," Is often applied to lava flows.
Perhaps the name invokes images of emptiness and desolation, but this area Is
truly abundant with beauty and life and awaits your exploration.
Over the past 3 million years volcanoes erupted and gaseous explosions, rivers
of molten rock, and flying cinders covered the area. It happened again and again
over the centuries, producing this spectacular lava-filled valley of 115,000 acres.
American Indians settled in the area, building pueblos nearby. They may have
been here during the last eruptions, for Indian legends tell of rivers of "fire rock."
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FOR MORE INFORMATION

El Malpals Information Center
620 E. Santa Fe Street
Grants, NM 87020

Telephone (505)285-5406

