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Wildland Urban Interface

%ﬁ %

Even in the drier environment where
sagebrush is found can be part of the
wildland urban interface.

Removing pine needles and leaf litter
from the roof and around the house is a
Firewise practice.

People are moving to the wildland urban
interface, sometimes as vacation homes,
but more often as primary residences.
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Homeowners can use Firewise
techniques to remove vegetation

around their home and make it more
fireproof.

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA

The wildland urban interface can be found in
every part of the country where people live

in areas with vegetation near houses and little
clearance. Depending on the location, vegetation
can be native, such as pine or oak trees,
shrubbery such as sagebrush or chaparral, or
non-native, such as kudzu, salt cedar, or purple
loosestrife.

In ever-greater numbers, people are moving

to these types of areas, sometimes as vacation
homes and cabins, but more often as primary
residences. The attraction of these areas is the
draw of nature - the solitude, the wildlife, the
vistas, and the privacy of dense trees in the forest.
Many of these areas are near national parks and
forests where years of fire exclusion have allowed
dense vegetation to accumulate and dead fuels
are not removed through the natural process of
fire. Parks as diverse as Rocky Mountain National
Park in Colorado, Santa Monica Mountains
National Recreation Area in California, Bandelier
National Monument in New Mexico and
Gateway National Recreation Area in New York
and New Jersey all have wildland urban interface.

The problem has been identified — people
moving into previously unpopulated areas where
there are heavy fuels but little infrastructure for
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A shaded fuelbreak (before and a

fter) along Rock Creek Road in the town of Old Shasta which borders Whiskeytown

fire protection — what is the solution? People
will continue to live in wild and beautiful places,
but in order to prevent homes from burning

or wildland fires to spread from either private
property or parks, both homeowners and park
managers have responsibilities. Homeowners
living in the wildland urban interface must
become “Firewise”.

To use Firewise techniques and practices, a hom-
eowner modifies the area around the

home to make it more fireproof rather than fire
prone. To learn more about Firewise, visit
http://www.firewise.org.

Several parks have completed fuelbreaks and
hazard fuel reduction projects in the wildland
urban interface and along park boundaries to
reduce the chances that a fire could spread

from public land to private land or from private
to public land. Communication between a park
and park neighbors is very important to let
residents in the wildland urban interface know
the steps the park is taking to reduce the threat of
wildfire as well as plan for such an event. These
park projects, in combination with residents’
Firewise practices, should make it so that homes
in the wildland urban interface survive a wildfire.

National Recreation Area, helps lessen the chance a fire could spread from private to public land or public land to

private land.
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