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Hiking Trails

The hiking trails at Fort Necessity traverse a wide
spectrum of natural and historical settings. We ask
that you follow some simple procedures to help
make your visit safe and enjoyable.
Stop at the Visitor Center to
check in andget current
information o n trail
conditions.

Leaveflowers, plants,
salamanders, baby deer, etc.
where youfind them.
This is a natural and historical area,

set aside for all to enjoy. Respect the
environment and leave the area the
same for others.

For the safety ofyour pet and
the wildlife, dogs must fje on ^
a leash at all times.' • i < */

Historical Points
of Interest

t

The Great Meadows was where George Washington
and his troops fought a large French and Indian
force on July 3,1754, forever immortalizing the
ground. The area near the benches where the Forest
Trail leaves the meadow is believed to be where the
French and Indians used the forest for cover while

directing their most effective fire on Washington's
forces.

The trails leaving the fort area wind through mixed
deciduous forest. When Washington and his men
passed through this area, they found the forest in a
virgin state. The trees were large and well spaced
with the absence of undergrowth due to the shade
of the trees.
The Braddock Road Trace is the remnant of the

road built by Washington in 1754 and improved by
General Braddock's army on their way to Fort
Duquesne the next year. This road became one of
the major routes of transportation from the east
before the completion of the National Road to
Wheeling, Virginia in 1818.
In places, the trails pass stands of pines. These were
planted by the men of the Civilian Conservation
Corps camp in the mid 1930's.

As you explore the park, imagine it as seen through
the perspective of a youthful commander on his first
military campaign on the edge of the wilderness.

