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Preserving Vancouver's Past
Fort Vancouver National Historic

and the U.S. military post of

Site carries on this mission,

Vancouver Barracks. Excavations

preserving the multicultural
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million artifacts, 200,000 of which
are arranged in a study collection.
The array of artifacts provides
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at the site. While the majority
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The Fort Vancouver Collection
The collection at Fort Vancouver
is stored in a state-of-the-art

curation facility. The storage
rooms have been designed to
reduce the speed at which
artifacts deteriorate and protect
delicate objects from accidents
and overuse.They provide a
stable environment to minimize
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fluctuations in temperature and
humidity, which are detrimental
to sensitive items.The NPS

remains as a physical
representation of the unique
development of Vancouver, and

follows the highest standards for the entire Pacific Northwest.
preservation, and Fort Vancouver
has one of the most updated
facilities in the system.The goal is
to care for the collection in such

a way that it remains accessible
to the public while ensuring that
preservation of the objects is not
compromised in any way. Catalog
records and digital images of
selected artifacts are available

online at www.nps.gov/fova/
archy.htm.Tours of the collection
are available by appointment
to researchers and the general
public. The NPS is honored
to be the steward of the rich

Fort Vancouver collection, which

Artifacts are periodically surveyed by the
Curator or Museum Technicians who look for

changes in their condition.

