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Refined Quarters at a

Prestigious Post
At the height of the Victorian era, Vancouver Barracks was a sought-after,
prestigious post for those wishing to rise to prominence in the U. S. military.
The Indian Wars in the far West, often commanded from Columbia Department
headquarters located at Vancouver Barracks, had opened up vast spaces for
setdement, agriculture, logging and mining, gready enhancing the resources of
the nation. Regrettably, the cost to American Indians in the Pacific Northwest
was not fully acknowledged or understood by the U. S. government or the
nation's citizens.

Vancouver Barracks' role in the opening of the West was undeniable. The post
matured into a place renowned for the quality of its housing, the opulent lifestyle
of society and the beauty of its surroundings. The Marshall House on Officers'
Row, built in 1886, is representative of this time in the post's history. The Queen
Anne architectural style, as exhibited by asymmetrical floor plans, steeply pitched
roofs and eccentric decorative elements, reflected the growing affluence of the
1880s and 1890s, as the Industrial Age generated opportunities and wealth for an
increased portion of the population.

The First Resident:

Decorated Veteran

General John Gibbon

The Marshall House, which had fifteen
rooms, six baths and nine fireplaces, was
the new residence of the Commander of

the Department of the Columbia. General
John Gibbon, Department Commander
from 1886 until 1890, was the first resident.
He had already had a long and successful
career in the U. S. military.

Gibbon commanded a brigade that "fought
like iron" in several significant Civil
~Wm- battled He and his troops played a
defining role in the Battle of Appomattox
Courthouse, after which Gibbon was one
of three Union commissioners for the

Confederate surrender.

During the Indian Wars, Gibbon
commanded troops at the Battle of Little
Big Horn, arriving in time to save soldiers
still under siege after Lt. Col. George A.
Custer and hundreds of his men had lost

their lives. In 1877 he was ordered by
General O. O. Howard to round-up bands
of the Nez Perce tribe at the Battle of Big
Hole. Although Gibbon's troops were
pinned down by the Nez Perce, he held

on until Howard's forces arrived. These

Nez Perce bands were ultimately sent to a
reservation in Oklahoma.

Later, like many of the officers involved
in the Indian Wars, Gibbon had negative
opinions of the government's treatment
of American Indians. He became a

friend to Chief Joseph of the Nez Perce,
providing funds to supply his band when
items promised by the government never
arrived. "Gibbon also broughFChief
Joseph to Vancouver Barracks, where "the
ladies of the station invited him to their

tables to breakfast and dine and were

charmed with his gentle manners and
gentlemanly bearing."
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