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Immediately after the battle, Salem Church became a field hospital.
An eyewitness reported the horrors within the building:
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Hundreds upon hundreds of wounded were gathered up and
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brought for surgical attention
After the house was fill
ed the spacious churchyard was literally covered with wound
ed and dying.
The sight inside the building, for horror, was, perhaps, never
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equalled within so limited a space, every available foot of
space was crowded with wounded and bleeding soldiers. The

floors, the ben'ches, even the chancel and pulpit were all
packed almost to suffocation with them.
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The amputated limbs were piled up in every corner almost as
high as a man could reach; blood flowed in streams along the
aisles and out the open doors.
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Until the day many years after the war when a new floor was laid,
the bloodstained timbers of the original flooring bore evidence of
the desperate spring of 1863.
Just after the war, when General Sherman's army marched through
the area en route to Washington, D.C., the general rode out to Salem
Church and noted that bodies were still visible from the battle. His

report to authorities in Washington led ultimately to the establish
ment of the Fredericksburg National Cemetery.
The church itself, empty and ravaged, was slowly restored after the
war, and was used for services until New Salem Church was built in

the 1950's. In 1961, the Salem congregation voted to give the old
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On May 3, 1863, Union and Confederate troops fought a bitter day
long battle on a slight ridgeline a few miles west of Fredericksburg.
At the vortex of this action, called by one historian .. one of the
most brilliant and important of the minor affairs of the war," was a
small brick building known as Salem Church. Like many other
churches in Civil War America, Salem Church, which was dedicated
to the ideals of peace and love, became famed instead for the death
and misery which war brought to its portals.

church as a gift to the American people.
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Salem Church was built by local Baptists in 1844 to serve a growing
population west of Fredericksburg. The first pastor was John Billingsley, who had previously been the pastor of Salem's mother
church, Massaponax Church, which still stands south of town.

