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A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 

G e t t y s b u r g N a t i o n a l M i l i t a r y P a r k , e s t a b l i s h e d 

in 1 8 9 5 , is a d m i n i s t e r e d by t h e N a t i o n a l Pa rk 

S e r v i c e , U.S. D e p a r t m e n t o f t h e I n t e r i o r . A 

s u p e r i n t e n d e n t , w h o s e a d d r e s s is G e t t y s b u r g , 

PA 1 7 3 2 5 , is in i m m e d i a t e c h a r g e . 

As t h e Nat ion 's p r i nc i pa l c o n s e r v a t i o n a g e n c y , t h e 

D e p a r t m e n t o f t h e In te r io r has basic respons ib i l i 

t ies f o r w a t e r , f i sh , w i l d l i f e , m ine ra l , l and , park , a n d 

r e c r e a t i o n a l r esou rces . Ind ian and T e r r i t o r i a l af

f a i r s a re o t h e r ma jo r c o n c e r n s of A m e r i c a ' s "De

p a r t m e n t o f Na tu ra l Resources . " The D e p a r t m e n t 

w o r k s t o assure t h e w ises t cho i ce in m a n a g i n g al l 

ou r r e s o u r c e s so each w i l l m a k e i ts f u l l c o n t r i b u 

t i o n t o a b e t t e r Un i ted States — n o w a n d in t h e 

f u t u r e . 

N a t i o n a l Park S e r v i c e 

U .S . D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I O R 

The Battle of Gettysburg was one of the decisive 

battles of American history. Here, on July 1, 2, and 

3. 1863, the Confederate Army of Northern 

Virginia commanded by Gen. Robert £*. Lee, at

tempted to defeat the Union Army of the Potomac, 

commanded by Maj. Gen. George G. Meade. This 

battle has become known as the High Water Mark 

of the Confederacy and the turning point of the 

Civil War. 

A f t e r h is v i c t o r i e s o v e r t h e U n i o n A r m y a t F r e d 

e r i c k s b u r g a n d C h a n c e l l o r s v i l l e , Lee e m b a r k e d 

o n h is s e c o n d i n v a s i o n o f t h e N o r t h . T h e f i r s t 

i n v a s i o n h a d b e e n t u r n e d b a c k a t t h e B a t t l e o f 

A n t i e t a m in S e p t e m b e r 1 8 6 2 , b u t C o n f e d e r a t e 

l e a d e r s w e r e s t i l l h o p i n g t h a t a v i c t o r y o n N o r t h 

e r n s o i l w o u l d l ead t o a n e g o t i a t e d p e a c e o n t h e 

bas is o f S o u t h e r n i n d e p e n d e n c e . I t w a s a l so 

p o s s i b l e t h a t a n o t h e r o f f e n s i v e a c r o s s t h e P o 

t o m a c w o u l d r e l i e v e p r e s s u r e o n V i c k s b u r g , 

t h e n u n d e r U n i o n s i e g e . 

In J u n e 1 8 6 3 , t h e A r m y o f N o r t h e r n V i r g i n i a , 

r e o r g a n i z e d i n t o t h r e e i n f a n t r y c o r p s a n d t o 

t a l i n g a b o u t 7 5 , 0 0 0 m e n , m a r c h e d w e s t f r o m 

F r e d e r i c k s b u r g t h r o u g h t h e g a p s o f t h e B l u e 

R i d g e , t h e n n o r t h w a r d i n t o M a r y l a n d a n d P e n n 

s y l v a n i a . L e a r n i n g o f Lee 's m o v e m e n t . P r e s i d e n t 

L i n c o l n o r d e r e d t h e A r m y o f t h e P o t o m a c , nea r 

ly 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 s t r o n g , t o k e e p b e t w e e n t h e C o n 

f e d e r a t e a r m y a n d W a s h i n g t o n . T h e a b s e n c e o f 

J . E. B. S t u a r t ' s c a v a l r y , o n a b r a s h r a i d a r o u n d 

t h e U n i o n A r m y a n d n o w u n a b l e t o r e j o i n t h e 

C o n f e d e r a t e c o l u m n , p r e v e n t e d Lee f r o m l e a r n 

i n g o f t h e F e d e r a l A r m y ' s p r e s e n c e b e h i n d h i m 

u n t i l J u n e 2 8 . W i t h t h e e n t i r e U n i o n A r m y c l o s e 

a t h a n d a n d f a r f r o m h is b a s e , Lee r e c a l l e d h i s 

a d v a n c e c o l u m n s f r o m C a r l i s l e a n d Y o r k . He 

p l a n n e d t o c o n c e n t r a t e h is f o r c e a t C a s h t o w n , 

8 m i l e s w e s t o f G e t t y s b u r g . 

On J u n e 3 0 , a C o n f e d e r a t e b r i g a d e s e n t i n t o 

G e t t y s b u r g t o o b t a i n s u p p l i e s o b s e r v e d a n a d 

v a n c e U n i o n c a v a l r y c o l u m n a n d r e t i r e d . T h e 

f o l l o w i n g d a y , t h e C o n f e d e r a t e s c a m e o n in 

f o r c e , d r i v i n g t h e F e d e r a l s t o t h e h i l l s s o u t h o f 

t o w n . M e a d e ' s a r m y , t h e m a i n p o r t i o n o f w h i c h 

d i d n o t r e a c h t h e f i e l d u n t i l J u l y 2 , f o r m e d a 

b a t t l e l i n e e x t e n d i n g f r o m S p a n g l e r ' s S p r i n g 

t o C e m e t e r y H i l l a n d s o u t h w a r d a l o n g C e m e t e r y 

R i d g e t o w a r d L i t t l e R o u n d T o p . Lee p r e p a r e d 

h i s b a t t l e l i n e o n S e m i n a r y R i d g e a n d e a s t w a r d 

t h r o u g h t h e t o w n . 

O n J u l y 2 , Lee o r d e r e d a s i m u l t a n e o u s m o v e 

m e n t a g a i n s t b o t h U n i o n f l a n k s . R. S. Ewe l l ' s 

t h r u s t o n t h e U n i o n r i g h t a t C u l p ' s H i l l f a i l e d , 

b u t J a m e s L o n g s t r e e t ' s a t t a c k o n t h e l e f t b r o k e 

t h r o u g h t h e P e a c h O r c h a r d s a l i e n t , l e f t t h e 

W h e a t f i e l d s t r e w n w i t h d e a d a n d w o u n d e d , a n d 

t u r n e d t h e b a s e o f L i t t l e R o u n d T o p i n t o a 

s h a m b l e s . O n t h e a f t e r n o o n o f J u l y 3 , s p u r r e d 

o n b y t h e p a r t i a l s u c c e s s o f t h e p r e c e d i n g d a y 

a n d a f t e r an i n e f f e c t i v e a r t i l l e r y b o m b a r d m e n t 

l a s t i n g 2 h o u r s , n e a r l y 1 5 , 0 0 0 C o n f e d e r a t e 

t r o o p s u n d e r G e o r g e P i c k e t t c h a r g e d a g a i n s t 

t h e U n i o n c e n t e r . P i c k e t t ' s m e n w e r e d e c i m a t e d 

in t h e f u t i l e a t t a c k t h a t r e a c h e d b u t f a i l e d t o 

b r e a k t h e U n i o n l i n e . T h e f o l l o w i n g d a y , Lee 

r e t r e a t e d t o t h e s o u t h . M e a d e ' s a r m y p u r s u e d 

c a u t i o u s l y a n d m a d e n o a t t e m p t t o h a l t t h e 

C o n f e d e r a t e w i t h d r a w a l . B y J u l y 1 3 t h e C o n 

f e d e r a t e a r m y w a s s a f e l y a c r o s s t h e P o t o m a c . 

B a t t l e c a s u a l t i e s w e r e e n o r m o u s . Lee l os t a b o u t 

2 8 , 0 0 0 in k i l l e d , w o u n d e d o r m i s s i n g , as c o m 

p a r e d t o a U n i o n loss o f 2 3 , 0 0 0 . T h e C o n f e d e r 

a t e A r m y t h a t s t a g g e r e d b a c k f r o m G e t t y s b u r g 

w a s n e v e r t h e s a m e a g a i n . 

F o u r m o n t h s a f t e r t h e b a t t l e , P r e s i d e n t A b r a 

h a m L i n c o l n c a m e t o G e t t y s b u r g t o d e l i v e r 

"a f e w a p p r o p r i a t e r e m a r k s " a t t h e d e d i c a t i o n 

o f t h e N a t i o n a l C e m e t e r y . L i n c o l n ' s w o r d s , 

d i r e c t e d a t b o t h N o r t h a n d S o u t h , p e r p e t u a t e 

in t h e m i n d s a n d h e a r t s o f A m e r i c a n s t h e h i g h 

p u r p o s e o f t h e s o l d i e r s w h o f e l l in t h e b a t t l e . 

B u t , i n l a r g e r m e a s u r e , t h e y c r y s t a l l i z e t h e 

i dea l s f o r w h i c h f r e e m e n , t h e n a n d s i n c e , h a v e 

l i v e d a n d d i e d . 

A B O U T Y O U R V I S I T 

The p a r k v i s i t o r c e n t e r , o p e n da i l y , is j u s t s o u t h o f 

G e t t y s b u r g o n e i t h e r U.S. 15-Bus iness o r Pa. 134 . 

Here y o u can see t h e f i l m " F r o m These H o n o r e d 

Dead , " exh ib i t s , a n d t h e f a m o u s G e t t y s b u r g Cyc lo -

r a m a , a p a n o r a m i c p a i n t i n g by F rench a r t i s t Paul 

Ph i l i ppo teaux o f t h e c l i m a x o f P icke t t ' s C h a r g e . 

The se l f - gu id i ng a u t o t o u r o f t h e b a t t l e f i e l d (see 

map) t akes y o u t o t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t h i s t o r i c 

s i tes a n d m o n u m e n t s . A 1-hour H i g h W a t e r M a r k 

w a l k i n g t o u r s t a r t s a t t h e v i s i t o r c e n t e r , a n d a 

1-hour R o u n d T o p l oop t r a i l beg ins o p p o s i t e t h e 

B i g R o u n d T o p p a r k i n g a rea . 

L i censed gu ides c o n d u c t v i s i t o r s o n a 2 -hou r c o m 

p le te t o u r o f t h e b a t t l e f i e l d f o r $7 ; bus g r o u p s a re 

g u i d e d o n a 2 -hour t o u r f o r $15. A r r a n g e m e n t s f o r 

l i censed gu ides t o c o n d u c t bus g r o u p s s h o u l d be 

m a d e w i t h t h e s u p e r i n t e n d e n t . 

T h e r e is a p i c n i c a rea in t h e p a r k , b u t f i r e s a n d 

p u b l i c c a m p i n g a re n o t a l l o w e d . O r g a n i z e d y o u t h 

g r o u p c a m p i n g is p e r m i t t e d f r o m A p r i l 15 t o O c t o 

be r 1 5 , f o r w h i c h r e s e r v a t i o n s s h o u l d be m a d e . 

Top to bottom: 

Gettysburg, 1863. This photo
graph, taken from Seminary 
Ridge shortly after the battle 
and looking southeast along 
the Chambersburg Pike, shows 
the town much like the Con
federates would have seen 
it on the morning of July 1. 

Abraham Lincoln, from the 
Alexander Gardner portrait 
taken 4 days before the Get
tysburg Address. 

"The last full measure": Fed
eral dead at Gettysburg. 

D e m o n s t r a t i o n s a n d ta l ks a re s c h e d u l e d da i l y in 

s u m m e r . C a m p f i r e p r o g r a m s a re g i v e n in t h e 

a m p h i t h e a t e r . 

HELP U S P R O T E C T T H I S P A R K 

A l l h i s t o r i c s i tes , s t r u c t u r e s , a n d e x h i b i t s , as 

w e l l as a l l p l a n t s , a n i m a l s , a n d m i n e r a l s , m u s t 

be le f t u n d i s t u r b e d so t h a t o t h e r s may e n j o y 

t h e m . Rel ic c o l l e c t i n g is n o t a l l o w e d . 

Y o u c a n m a k e y o u r v i s i t a n d t h e v i s i t o f o t h e r s 

sa fe a n d e n j o y a b l e by p a r k i n g o n l y in des ig 

n a t e d a reas o r o n t h e avenues b u t n o t o n t h e 

g r a s s ; b y o b e y i n g t h e p o s t e d speed l i m i t s ; a n d 

by n o t c l i m b i n g o n c a n n o n a n d m o n u m e n t s . 

Pets m u s t be k e p t u n d e r p h y s i c a l c o n t r o l a t a l l 

t i m e s . T h e y may n o t be t a k e n o n t r a i l s , i n t o 

b u i l d i n g s , o r i n t o c r o w d e d a reas . 

Pa rk r a n g e r s a re he re t o ass is t y o u a n d t o en 

f o r c e r e g u l a t i o n s . 



AUTO TOUR OF THE BATTLEFIELD 

An absorbing histor ical experience awaits those who 
want to tour the batt lef ield at their own pace. The fol
lowing 1 - to 3-hour auto tour which covers the entire 
park, s'.arts f rom the visi tor center. 

1 . High Water Mark. Here at the Copse of Trees and 
The Angle. Pickett's Charge was halted on July 3. This 
was the climax at Get tysburg. 
2. Pennsylvania Memorial. On a f ield noted for its 
monuments, this one is outstanding. Statues of of
f icers and bronze nameplates call the ro l l of nearly 
35.000 Pennsylvanians who fought here. 
3. Little Round Top. Longstreet's attack on July 2 
foundered on the rocky slopes of this hi l l . Quick act ion 
by Meade's chief engineer. Gen. Gouverneur Warren, 
saved Litt le Round Top for the Union army and foi led 
hopes for a Confederate v ic tory. 
4. Devil's Den. Longstreet's July 2 attack cleared 
Union t roops f rom these boulders. Confederate sharp
shooters, one of whose barricades can sti l l be seen, 
f i red on Litt le Round Top f rom here. 
5. The Wheatfield. Diamonds, Maltese crosses, and 
trefoi ls on monuments mark this ground as the f ield 
of battle of three Union corps defending against Long-
street's onslaught. 
6. The Peach Orchard. On July 2. General Sickles' 
Union salient extended f rom Devil's Den to here, then 
angled nor thward on the Emmitsburg Road. Federal 
batteries f rom the high ground here bombarded Con
federates to the south and west before Longstreet 's 
attack shattered this line. 
7. Pitzer Woods. Af ter a skirmish at noon on July 2, 
the Confederates occupied these woods. Four hours 
later they attacked and smashed Sickles' line along 
the road three-tenths of a mile to the east. 
8. Virginia Memorial. General Lee watched the gal
lant charge of July 3 f rom here. And when it fai led, he 
rode fo rward to the fields in f ront of you and rallied 
his men. 
9. North Carolina Memorial. Along and in f ront of 
this r idge, Lee marshaled his forces.among them thou
sands of Nor th Carolinians, for the supreme ef for t 
on July 3. 
10. McPherson Ridge. Just beyond McPherson's 
barn, the Battle of Gettysburg began early on July 1. 
General John F. Reynolds, whose Union infantry held 
this line, was killed in the woods to the left. 
1 1 . Eternal Light Peace Memorial. This memorial 
was dedicated in 1938, the 75th anniversary of the 
battle, to "Peace Eternal in a Nation Uni ted." Arr ival 
of General Rodes' Confederate division on this hill 
at 1 p.m. on July 1 threatened Federal forces west and 
north of Gettysburg. 
12. Oak Ridge. Union t roops here held stubbornly 
against Rodes' advance f rom Oak Hill to the nor th on 
the af ternoon of July 1. 
13. Barlow Knoll. When Jubal Early's Confederates 
smashed Union defenders here on the af ternoon of 
July 1. the Union line nor th of Gettysburg col lapsed. 

From Barlow Knoll, take U.S. 15 toward Gettysburg 
to the point where it curves right. Just past the curve, 
turn left on Stratton Street. Continue to East Middle 
Street, then turn left and drive east one block to East 
Confederate Avenue (Liberty Street). Turn right on 
East Confederate Avenue and proceed to Cu/p's Hill. 

14. Culp's Hill. At dusk on July 2, Johnson's Confed
erates unsuccessfully attacked Union t roops on Culp's 
Hill (ahead), advancing over the fields to your left. 
15. Spangler's Spring. Though repulsed at Culp's 
Hill, the Confederates seized this spring and the Union 
earthworks nor th of it, only to lose them the next 
morn ing. 
16. Cemetery Hill. Here Union t roops rall ied late on 
July 1. The next evening they repelled a Confederate 
assault that reached the crest of the hill east of this 
road. 
17. National Cemetery. Soldiers' National Monument , 
commemorat ing Union dead who fell here, stands on 
the spot where President Lincoln delivered his Gettys
burg Address. 

This concludes the auto tour except for the important 
site at East Cavalry Batt lef ield. 3 miles east of Gettys
burg on Pa. 116. Here Union cavalry under Gen. D. M. 
G regg i n t e r c e p t e d and d e f e a t e d J . E. B. S t u a r t ' s 
cavalry. 


