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Artist's conception of how the Presidio may have appeared in 1779

The Presidio of San Francisco served as an almost continuously active military
garrison for more than 200 years under the flags of three nations. Established in 1776
by Spanish soldiers and colonists, the Presidio became part of Mexico when that
nation gained its independence in 1821. The first United States troops arrived at the
post in 1846, and the Presidio began to develop into the country's most important
Army post on the West Coast. Today the Presidio's architectural, historic, natural and
scenic landscapes are preserved and protected as a national park for all to enjoy.

Spanish Years:
1776 to 1821

For thousands of years before the Spanish
arrived, the native Ohlone people lived on
the San Francisco peninsula, where they
hunted, fished and gathered plants.

In 1769 a Spanish expeditionary force
marched up the coast from Baja California,
establishing presidios (military outposts)
and missions on the way. During this jour
ney the great inland harbor of San Francisco
Bay was first seen by Europeans, and plans
were made to fortify and settle the area.

In June 1776 Captain Juan Bautista de Anza
led a colonizing party of 240 soldiers and
their families north from what is now

southern Mexico. Under the command of

Anza's lieutenant, Jose Joaquin Moraga,
they built an adobe quadrangle and living
quarters, and dedicated the Presidio de San
Francisco on September 17,1776. An addi
tional 13-gun battery was completed in
1794 to defend the bay's entrance. These
presidial forces represented the northern
most expansion of Spanish rule in America.

Mexican Years:

1821 to 1848

In 1821 the newly independent Republic of
Mexico included Alta California as part of
its territory. For the next 14 years Mexican
soldiers served at the Presidio.

In 1835 the post was temporarily aban
doned when General Mariano Vallejo
transferred the military headquarters north
to Sonoma. Over time, the Presidio's adobe
walls slowly dissolved in the winter rains.

American forces landed at the new settle

ment of Yerba Buena in 1846, during the
United States' war with Mexico. (The town
was renamed San Francisco the following
year.) The ruins of the old Spanish fort
were subsequently occupied and repaired
by the U.S. Army's New York Volunteers.

The Mexican flag was officially lowered
over the Presidio in 1848, when a treaty
transferred California to the United States.

American Years:

1848 to 1890

Gold! News of the discovery lured fortune
seekers to California in 1848. San Francisco

quickly grew in size and importance,
prompting the U.S. government to establish
a military reservation here. The Army
Corps of Engineers built Fort Point, a four-
tiered brick and granite fort, to protect the
entrance of San Francisco Bay.

The outbreak of the Civil War in 1861

emphasized the importance of a rich
California and the harbor's military signifi
cance to the Union. The war thus stimulat

ed the first major period of construction at
the Presidio under U.S. dominion.

The Indian Wars of the 1870s and 1880s

spurred further growth for the Presidio.
Soldiers stationed here saw action against
the Modoc Indians in the Lava Beds of

Northern California and against the
Apache Indians in the Southwest.

A major tree-planting effort gradually
beautified the post and tamed the blowing
wind and sand.

With the closure of many frontier outposts
in the late 1800s, the Presidio again grew
and was transformed into a modern mili

tary installation ideally situated for U.S.
expansion into the Pacific.
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