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The Jamestown Story

WHERE YOU WALX TODAY

SEVENTEENTH CENTURY

ENGLISHMEN WALKED.

THEY LEFT BEHIND A

HERITAGE OF LAW,
LANGUAGE AND CUSTOMS ...

A WAY OF LIFE

Here is the place! The site of
the first permanent English-
speaking settlement In North
America. The meeting place of
the first representative legislative
assembly of 1619. And for 92
years, the first capital of Virginia
from 1607 to 1699.

At Jamestown the historian,
archeologlst and architect have
worked closely together to
construct a picture of life in the
17th century. Excavations have
uncovered foundations,
countless artifacts and burial

grounds.

The objects suggest the manner
of living of the first Virglntans
while building remains and the
terrain trace out the town's

development. Walk through the
OLD TOWN SITE where

exhibits, statues and memorials
interpret the historic scene for
you. In addition, a rental tape
of the Old Town walking tour is
available at the gift shop.

1. Begin your self-guided tour
at the VISITOR CENTER which

recounts the story of the
English colonization in Virginia.
See the 15-minute orientation

film and the museum exhibits to

help acquire a "feeling" for
Jamestown's history.

2. From the terrace of the

TERCENTENARY MONUMENT,
you can survey the foundations
of the town site. The 103-ft

shaft of the New Hampshire
granite, erected in 1907,
commemorates the 300th

anniversary of the Jamestown
settlement.

3. Beyond to the right is the
STATUE OF POCAHONTAS,
daughter of Chief Powhatan.
Her marriage to John Rolfe in
1614 helped improve relations
between the native Americans

and the English.

4. The OLD CHURCH TOWER,
1he only 17th century structure
still standing, is an addition to
the first brick church built In

1639. In 1907, a memorial
church was built over the

foundations of the 1639 brick

church and an earlier frame

church, constructed in 1617.
Here on July 30, 1619, the first
representative legislative

assembly in North America
convened, laying the
foundations for representative
government which we enjoy
today.

5. Nearby is the STATUE OF
CAPTAIN JOHN SMITH,
explorer, author, soldier and
president of the Virginia
Council, 1608-1609. He
instituted a policy of rigid
discipline with this
admonishment: "He who will

not work, will not eat." Under
his strong leadership, the
colony survived and grew.

6. The ROBERT HUNT SHRINE

is dedicated to the coiony's first
Anglican minister. The
Reverend Hunt played an
important role as conciliator and
provided spiritual leadership to
unite the first settler's efforts in

sun/ival.

7. Near the seawail is the DALE
HOUSE,~named for Sir Thomas
Dale, Governor of Virginia 1611-
1616. On a seasonal basis, you
may watch pottery being made
using 17th and 18th century
designs from the Jamestown
archeology collection.

8. The MEMORIAL CROSS
marks some 300 shallow graves
hastily dug by the colonists
during the winter of 1609-1610,
known as the "Starving Time."
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