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Traces of past peoples can be found across Joshua Tree National Park.These
sites contain evidence of human history going back more than 8,000 years.
They are also places of religious and cultural importance to modern Native
Americans. As park visitation continues to increase,these sites are at greater
risk of damage. Please be a courteous guest when visiting archeological sites on
public lands and help preserve our nation's history for future generations.

Who Lived Here?

The area which is now Joshua Tree National

Park has been home to people for over 8,000
years.The best well-dated evidence comes
from after the end of the last ice age,with
artifact assemblages ."-eferred to as the Pinto
Complex(8,000-4,000 years ago). Evidence

of the people who inhabited park lands for
thousands of years are spread across 15
federally recognized Native American tribes

located throughout southern California,

of Paleoindian occupations (15,000-10,000
years ago) has been found outside of the

southern Nevada,and western Arizona.

park's boundary.The presence of these groups
within the park can only be confirmed with
scientific study of intact, undisturbed sites and

The sites used by people long ago hold special

artifacts.

The ancestors of the Cahuilla, Chemehuevi,

Sensitive Sites

ago, but also have local ties to the peoples of
the far distant past. Today the descendants

significance to living descendants. Rock
shelters, petroglyphs and pictographs,and
milling sites are direct, physical and spiritual
links to the past. These sites can also help

Mojave,and Serrano Indians began living

us understand what life was like for people
living here in the past, and possibly help us

in the area seasonally at least 3,000 years

understand how to live today.

As with many things in the desert,
archeological sites are often more delicate,

important when studying archeological sites.

Location and placement of artifacts is vitally

fragile, and vulnerable than they appear.
Pigments painted on granite hundreds of years
ago can quickly be erased by careless touches.
UV exposure from flash photography will
fade pictograph pigments and accelerate their

be lost forever. The spatial relationship of
seemingly insignificant stone chips, tools, and
bits of pottery to each other and the natural

deterioration.

surrounding are crucial to archeological

If a site has been even minimally disturbed,
the information contained in the artifacts can

investigations and understanding past lifeways.

House Rules

The following rules exist to protect both archeological resources and your experience here
in Joshua Tree National Park. Damage is punishable by stiff fines,even if it was unintentional
and inadvertent. These rules are here to help you enjoy your time herej do not let a careless
mistake ruin your Joshua Tree experience.
Visit Only If invited

Keep Your Feet Off the Furniture

Please visit only sites that are marked as open
to the public. If the site is not signed as open,

Walk carefully and avoid trampling artifacts,
standing,climbing,or leaning on rock art and

it is closed per 36 CFR 2.1(a)(5). Check with

historic structures. Do not climb into rock

park staff for a list of open sites.

shelters and alcoves containing rock art.
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