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In succeeding years, $34.5 million in private con-
tributions and gifts from foreign governments and
$23 million in federal funds were raised to pay for
the building. Construction began in 1966, and on

September 8, 1971, the center was opened.

The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts
is unique: a presidential memorial partially main-
tained by the Federal Government and a nonprofit
performing arts center supported by ticket sales
and private donations. The National Park Service

. provides the oenter’s seeurity and maintenmee sup-

port, while the center’s Board of Trustees is wholly
responsible for directing the performing arts activ-
ities and for maintaining the theaters and the back-
stage and office facilities. Thirty members of the
board of trustees are appointed by the President;
15 are ex officio members.

Mandated by Congress to present and produce the
finest performing arts from this country and abroad,
the Kennedy Center has fulfilled the dreams of cit-
izens and public leaders alike and has contributed
to the cultural enrichment of the Nation.

When Congress named the center for John F. Ken-
nedy, who was assassinated November 22, 1963,

it stated that it be a “living memorial.” Just what is
a living memorial? Since the day the Kennedy Cen-
ter opened its doors in 1971, performances of every
imaginable kind have enlivened the Center’s halls
—and millions of people’s lives. The dynamism and
buoyance of these performances reflect the lively
spirit and sparkle that President John F. Kennedy

brought to the Nation’s Capital and to the Nation.
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The John F. Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts contains four major
theaters, a movie theater, and a
theater lab. The theaters are known
for their excellent acoustics.
Eisenhower Theater

The world’s greatest actors,
playwrights, and theatrical compa-
nies put their talents to work in the
Eisenhower Theater. The paneling
is of East Indian laurel, and the red
and black wool curtain is a gift from
Canada. Seating: 1,100.

Opera House

Ballet, opera, and musical theater
are performed in the Opera House
by outstanding companies from
around the Nation and around the
world. Japan gave the red and gold
curtain, and Austria, the star-burst
chandelier. Seating: 2,300.

Grand Foyer

The foyer is one of the largest
rooms in the world, measuring 630
by 40 feet. The focal pointis a
bronze bust of President Kennedy
sculpted by Robert Berks.
Concert Hall

Home of the National Symphony
Orchestra, the Concert Hall also
welcomes visiting artists and
orchestras from all over the world
each year. The gold and white
decor is highlighted by crystal chan-
deliers given by Norway. The Filene
Memorial Organ is the gift of Mrs.
Jouett Shouse. Seating: 2,750.
Hall of States

The flags of the individual states
hang here in the order they entered
the Union. Territorial flags hang
here, too. The Friends of the Ken-
nedy Center has an information
center and a gift shop near the
entrance. Tickets are available in

Grand Foyer
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Concert Hall

advance for performances in all
halls from the box office here. The
Opera House and Eisenhower The-
ater are served from this box office
one hour before curtain time. The
American Film Institute Theater box
office is also located here.

Hall of Nations

The flags of nations recognized dip-
lomatically by the United States
hang in alphabetical order. The box
office here serves the Concert Hall
one hour before concert time. This
hall also contains another gift shop
operated by the Friends of the
Kennedy Center.

Terrace Theater

The Terrace Theater, the newest of
the center’s theaters, was a Bicen-
tennial gift from Japan. It is used
for chamber recitals and intimate
theater, dance, and opera produc-
tions. Seating: 500.

Theater Lab
The Theater Lab provides space for
presentations ranging from cabaret-
style theater to the children's
programs of the Kennedy Center
Education Department. Seating:
200. A box office on the roof level
serves the Terrace Theater and
the Theater Lab one hour before
curtain time.

Performing Arts Library

The library is a joint project of the
Library of Congress and the Ken-
nedy Center. It offers information
and reference assistance on dance,
theater, opera, music, film, and
broadcasting. It serves the needs
of the public, artists, and the staff
at the center. Computer terminals
link it to the Library of Congress.
American Film Institute

Classic and contemporary films are
shown daily in the American Film
Institute Theater.
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