
ADMINISTRATION 

Kings Mounta in Nat ional Mi l i ta ry Pari 
pens Nat ional Bat t lef ie ld Site are admin is tered 
by the Nat ional Park Service, U.S. Depar tment 
of the Inter ior . The Super in tendent of Kings 
M o u n t a i n , w h o s e a d d r e s s is Box 3 1 , K i n g s 
Mounta in , N.C. 28086, is in charge of both areas. 

THE DEPARTMENT OP THE INTERIOR-the 
Nation's pr incipal natural resource agency — has 
a special obl igat ion to assure tha t our expend
able resources are conserved, tha t renewable 
resources are managed to produce op t imum 
benefits, and that all resources cont r ibu te , to 
the progress and prosper i ty of the Uni ted States, 
now and in the fu tu re . 

U. S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

77?e battles of Kings Mountain and Cowpens. 
small in terms of modern warfare, whittled down 
Lord Cornwallis' British army and helped pave 
the way to Yorktown. 

By 1 780 Amer ican mi l i tary fo r tunes in the South
ern States were low. For 2 years the Br i t ish cam
paign in the sparsely sett led South had gone 
unchecked. Georgia had fal len quick ly to a sea
born Br i t ish fo rce and, except fo r rov ing bands 
of part isans. Amer ican t roops evacuated the 
colony. A second Br i t ish co lumn of we l l - led , 
wel l - t ra ined, professional Br i t i sh and German 
soldiers had landed at Char les ton, seized the 
c i ty , and began spreading into South Carol ina. 
W i t h them wen t auxi l iary l ight t roops of Amer i 
can Loyal ists. Competent ly o f f i cered and wel l 
equ ipped, the green un i fo rmed Loyal ists were 
not as discipl ined as the Br i t ish or Germans: 
thei r brand of war fa re spread te r ro r and hatred 
t h rough Georgia and the Carol inas. 

In to th is maelst rom came a handfu l of Delaware 
and Mary land soldiers of the Cont inenta l Line 
commanded by Gen. Horat io Gates. This l i t t le 
army, the only Amer ican Regulars in the South , 
marched and coun te rmarched , gathered mil i t ia 
where it cou ld , f ough t and fel l back, and fough t 
again. Yet Gates soon showed that he was no 
match for the able Br i t ish l ieutenant general , 
the Earl Charles Cornwal l is . 

M o n t h after mon th . Gates pi led b lunder on 
blunder, unt i l it was all but cer ta in tha t Corn
wall is wou ld clear the Carol inas and march into 
V i r g i n i a . Then C o r n w a l l i s m i s c a l c u l a t e d . He 
sent Ma j . Patr ick Ferguson w i t h 1,100 Loyal ists 
into nor thwes te rn South Carol ina to secure the 
count rys ide. Ferguson, an exper ienced, ca
pable. Br i t ish Regular o f f icer , was conf ident of 
success, but he misjudged the temper of the 
Amer ican f ron t ie rsmen. It cost him his l i fe. 

To the "over mounta in men" of the Watauga 
Set t lements, Ferguson sent a message com
manding them to declare al legiance to Br i ta in 
or he "wou ld march his army over the moun
tains, hang thei r leaders, and lay waste their 
coun t ry w i t h f i re and swo rd . " The f ron t ie rsmen 
immediately ral l ied under Colonels Isaac Shelby 
and "Nol ichucky Jack" Sevier and marched east
ward on horseback. They had no in tent ion of 
submi t t i ng . Soon they were jo ined by Virg in ians 
under Col . Wi l l iam Campbel l and Nor th Caro
linians under Col . Benjamin Cleveland. 

Af te r several days of searching, the f ront iers
men located Ferguson's Loyal ists on K ingsMoun -
ta in . On October 7, 1780. they swarmed up its 
slopes, but were dr iven down at bayonet po int . 
They wen t up again, and again the Loyal ists 
drove them back. St i l l again the f ron t ie rsmen 
skirmished their way up the hi l l . This t ime they 
sur rounded the Loyal ists, and in 1 hour the bat
t le was over. Ferguson lay dead, and his surviv
ing soldiers were herded no r t hwa rd to p r ison . 

The Kings Moun ta in disaster warned Cornwal l is 
that he wou ld have no easy march into Vi rg in ia, 

and he w i t hd rew sou thward . Nearly simulta
neously, the Cont inenta l Congress rel ieved the 
un fo r tuna te Gates, replacing h im, at Washing
ton's suggest ion, w i t h Nathanael Greene. The 
toughminded Greene began to rebui ld the bat
tered Amer ican army. Among his competent 
jun ior commanders was Br ig . Gen. Daniel Mor
gan, whose rheumat ism did not prevent him 
f rom being one of the gamest scrappers in the 
Amer ican service. 

Greene t rus ted Morgan to create a d ivers ion 
whi le the Amer ican fo rce moved into a "camp of 
repose" to reorganize and ref i t . Both Greene 
and Morgan realized the danger of th is calcu
lated r isk, fo r if Cornwal l is chose to ignore Mor
gan and move on the main Amer ican army in
stead, the campaign, and possibly the war , 
wou ld be over. But Cornwal l is took the bait . As 
Morgan marched h i s 6 0 0 m e n into no r thwes te rn 
South Carol ina, the Br i t ish commander detach
ed 1,100 men under Col . Banastre Tar le ton to 
fo l l ow the Amer icans. 

Abou t 30 miles f rom Kings Moun ta in at Cow-
pens—and it was once a cow pasture—Tarle
ton met the Amer icans. On January 17, 1 7 8 1 . 
his crack t roops s t ruck Morgan 's Regulars and 
mi l i t ia. Taking one charge and w i t hd raw ing , 
the Amer icans faced about , and in a slashing 
countera t tack on both Br i t ish f lanks, over
whe lmed Tar leton's fo rce . The batt le was over 
in 50 minutes, w i th only 200 of Tar leton's cav
alry escaping. As at Kings Moun ta in , Cornwal l is 
lost a fair number of i r replaceable soldiers. 

These t w o batt les, however , did not end the 
campaign, and Cornwal l is wou ld march and 
coun te rmarch across the Carol inas, w inn ing a 
cost ly v ic tory over Greene at Gu i l fo rd Court 
house, then march ing into Vi rg in ia. There the 
road wou ld end w i t h his decimated army lay
ing down its arms at Yo rk town . 

ABOUT YOUR V I S I T 

Kings Moun ta in is best reached f rom Char lo t te . 
N .C . by Int. 85 ; f r om Spar tanburg , S.C., by U.S. 
29 ; and f rom York. S.C., by S .C 1 6 1 . 

We suggest you begin your visi t at the v is i tor 
center , where museum exhibi ts wi l l help you 
understand the batt le. From the v is i tor center a 
park road and a t ra i l c l imb the southwestern 
slope of the r idge to the upper park ing area; 
here a foo t t ra i l leads to the chief features of 
the bat t le f ie ld . 

Ad jo in ing the park on the east is Kings Moun 
tain State Park, where you can picnic and swim 
in season. 

Cowpens is located 11 miles no r thwes t of Int . 85 
at Gaffney and 2 miles southeast of U.S. 221 at 
Chesnee, S .C . at the in tersect ion of S.C. 11 
and 110. There is no at tendant regular ly on 
duty at the site. In fo rmat ion concern ing the 
bat t le can be obta ined at Kings Moun ta in . 
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