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Guide To Your Parks 
INTRODUCING THE 

NATIONAL PARS SYSTEM 

• OUR NATION'S HERITAGE includes vast 

natural resources of superb scenic and 
scientific value. It includes the customs 
and traditions brought to our shores by 
people from the Old World, and the 
native Indian culture which was already 
here. It includes the memories, associa
tions, and relics of great events in our 
history. All told, it is the background 
of the American way of life. 

From north to south, from east to west, 
all through the lands belonging to our 
Nation lies a great Federal system of 
scenic, scientific, and historic areas, set 
aside to preserve for all time the finest 
examples of this heritage for the enjoy
ment of the American people. Under the 
administration of the National Park Serv
ice of the United States Department of 
the Interior are 169 such areas, including 
27 national parks, 84 national monuments, 
and 58 areas of other classifications. 

This folder, Location Map No. 7, covers 
the Pacific Northwest States, including 
Washington, Oregon, and Idaho, with 
overlaps to take in Glacier National 
Park and Big Hole Battlefield National 
Monument, in Montana, and Yellowstone 
and Grand Teton National Parks and 
Jackson Hole National Monument, in 
Wyoming. National Park Service areas 

Avalanche Lilies 

in Alaska are also shown. In the de
scription of the individual areas a geo
graphical sequence is followed as far as 
possible. 

Administration 
Each national park and national monu

ment is in charge of a superintendent or 
custodian who is a field representative of 
the National Park Service and is respon
sible for protecting and administering the 
area under his control. 

Under the direction of the superintend
ent or custodian are rangers, uniformed 
in forest green, who are alert to protect 
the areas from fire and other damage so 
that people now and in the future may 
continue to derive the fullest enjoyment 
from them. These members of the field 
staff are always ready to provide assist
ance and information to the visitor. 

Interpretive Service 
Visitors to ute national parks and na

tional monuments are interested in their 
beauty, their natural wonders, or their 
historical significance. To satisfy their 
desire for information, the National Park 
Service, so far as is possible under war 
conditions, provides a free interpretive 
service with naturalists and historians 
conducting field trips and giving lectures 
and campfire talks on animal and plant 
life, geology, and history. Museums 

contain interesting displays which also 
serve to interpret the story of the area. 

Wildlife, Plants, Forests 
The parks and monuments are sanc

tuaries where people may see and study 
wildlife in its native environment, as well 
as hundreds of forms of plant life which 
are being preserved from destruction. 
Many of the areas are reserves which pro
tect great forests from the axe. 

Geology 
History of earth processes is learned 

through the study of geology in these 
national areas. Behind the wonders whose 
various characteristics thrill the observer 
is the old-new story of geologic' forces, 
the tale of the hidden as well as the 
evident processes of volcanism, earth 
movement, sedimentation, and erosion. 

History 
Exciting tales of adventure and ex

ploration and chapters in the history of 
the fur trade and the Oregon Trail are 
recorded in many areas in this region, 
such as Yellowstone, explored by John 
Colter in 1807 ; Jackson Hole, a favorite 
haunt of the beaver trapper; and the 
Whitman Mission, on the Oregon Trail. 

Accommodations 

The national parks and many of the 
national monuments are primarily wilder
ness areas. In many of the parks, there 
is normally a wide range of accommoda
tions for visitors, from public camp
grounds through housekeeping tents and 
cabins to lodges and hotels. Under war 
conditions it has been necessary to cur
tail some of these facilities; but informal 
accommodations are provided in the ma
jority of the parks. 

According to the area and the season, 
visitors may study nature or history, climb 
mountains,, ride horseback, hike, fish, go 
boating, or take part in winter sports. 
The parks and monuments offer unsur
passed opportunities for the nature lover, 
the photographer, and the artist. Through 
visits to park areas, Americans learn to 
know their country more intimately arid 
to love it more deeply. 

National Park Areas of the 
Pacific Northwest 

OLYMPIC NATIONAL PARK.—First estab

lished as a national monument in 1909-
This park, in the northern part of the 
Olympic Peninsula of Washington, now 
includes more than 1,300 square miles 
of glacier-clad peaks, alpine meadows, 
lakes, canyons, and primeval forests. 
Large bands of Roosevelt elk, almost ex
tinct elsewhere, are frequently seen in the 
summer. Fishing is good in nearly every 
lake and stream, while an extensive trail 
system provides the h iker or horseback 
rider ample opportunity to enjoy the more 
remote sections of the park. 

Address the Superintendent, Olympic 
National Park, Port Angeles, Wash. 

McLoughlin House Glacier Natmnal Park 

MOUNT RAINIER NATIONAL PARK.—In 

central Washington, possesses a glacier 
system far exceeding in size and beauty 
that of any other in the United States. 
Mount Rainier was at one time a volcano 
probably 16,000 feet high, and steam 
vents are still found in its crater. An 
ancient explosion appears to have de
stroyed some 2,000 feet, but the mountain 
still remains the outstanding volcanic 
peak of the Cascades, rising nearly 3 
miles above sea level. Extensive wild-
flower gardens and dense forests are a 
contrast to the glaciers. The heavy snow
falls provide excellent ski runs, making 
Mount Rainier an outstanding winter 
sports park under normal conditions. 

Address the Superintendent, Mount 
Rainier National Park, Longmire, Wash. 

WHITMAN NATIONAL MONUMENT.— 

This historic site, in Washington, is 
where Dr. Marcus Whitman and his wife 

Naturalist Party on Rim of Crater Lake 

ministered to the needs of the Oregon 
Indians until massacred by them in 1847. 
It is also notable as the birthplace of 
their daughter, Alice Clarissa, the first 
white child born west of the Rockies. 
The Mission, named Waiilatpu by its 
founders, was well known as a depot on 
the Oregon Trail during the early days of 
westward expansion. Today a monument 
marks the site of the graves of the Whit
mans and other victims of the massacre. 

Address the Coordinating Superintend
ent, Mount Rainier National Park, Long
mire, Wash. 

MCLOUGHLIN HOUSE NATIONAL HIS-

Oregon Caves 

Lava Bed at Craters of the Moon National 
Monument—Franz Lipp Photo 

TORIC SITE.—Dr. John McLoughlin, out
standing figure in the early development 
of the Pacific Northwest, built this house 
in 1845-46 and lived in it until his death 
in 1857. The McLoughlin House is pre
served and administered by the McLough
lin Memorial Association and the Mu
nicipality of Oregon City in cooperation 
with the National Park Service. This his
toric site is located in Oregon City, 
northwest Oregon, not far from Portland. 

Address the Curator, McLoughlin House 
National Historic Site, Oregon City, Oreg. 

CRATER LAKE NATIONAL PARK.—Its 

central feature is a lake of glorious blue, 
2,000 feet deep, which occupies the heart 
of an extinct volcano. The ever-changing 

lights and shadows of the lake lure the 
artist and photographer. Rising above the 
surface of the lake are Wizard Island 
and the Phantom Ship, whose outlines 
seem to vary with each hour' of the day. 
In addition, this park, located in south
western Oregon, is noted for its fishing 
and abundant wildlife. 

Address the Superintendent, Crater Lake 
National Park, Medford, Oreg. 

OREGON CAVES NATIONAL MONUMENT. 

—Located in the heart of the Siskiyou 
Mountains, in Oregon, covers an area of 
480 acres. Safe and comfortable trails 
as well as an electric lighting system have 
been developed, so that the visitor may 
explore the winding passageways and the 
large rooms which nature has decorated 
with fantastic formations, weird in their 
eerie beauty. Excellent trails above ground 

afford visitors fine views of the moun
tains mantled with virgin Douglas fir 
forests and an opportunity to study the 
wildlife of the area. 

Address the Coordinating Superintend
ent, Crater Lake National Park, Medford, 
Oreg. 

CRATERS OF THE MOON NATIONAL 

MONUMENT.—Although volcanic activity 
is extinct in this monument in southeast
ern Idaho, the freshness of the lava and 
the perfect preservation of the cinder 
cones and craters give a lasting picture 
of volcanoes. 

Address the Custodian, Craters of the 
Moon National Monument, Arco, Idaho. 

GRAND TETON NATIONAL PARK.—A 

few miles south of Yellowstone, em
braces the most scenic portion of the 
Teton Range in Wyoming and is con
sidered by many to possess the finest 
mountain scenery in the United States. 
Eleven of the peaks in the group rank as 
major peaks, the highest of which is 

Grand Teton, rising 13,766 feet above 
sea level. Nestling at the foot of these 
giants are beautiful lakes amply stocked 
with fish. Many excellent trails thread 
the range and make hiking and mountain 
climbing a popular sport. 

Address the Superintendent, Grand Te
ton National Park, Moose, Teton Coun
ty, Wyo. 

JACKSON HOLE NATIONAL MONUMENT. 

—Located adjacent to the Grand Teton 
National Park, in Wyoming, this na
tional monument provides a most appro
priate foreground and introduction to the 
magnificent Teton Range. Together they 
form one of the most complete biologic 
units in the National Park System. His
torians recognize Jackson Hole as one 
of the important scenes of two significant 
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the site of the most famous battle along 
the entire line of the heroic retreat of 
Chief Joseph and his fleeing Nez Perce 
women, children, and warriors. Desert
ing their hereditary lands in Oregon be
cause of continued encroachment by 
whites, the Indians attempted to make 
their way peaceably to Canada, but they 
were finally captured a few miles from 
their goal. The battle-scarred trees and 
the shallow entrenchments are still to be 
seen here as a reminder of the battle of 
August 9, 1877. 

Address the Coordinating Superintend
ent, Yellowstone National Park, Yellow
stone Park, Wyo. 

GLACIER NATIONAL PARK.—Lying in 

northwestern Montana at the border be
tween the United States and Canada, with 
its Canadian neighbor, forms the Water-
ton-Glacier International Peace Park. 
Nestled among the high peaks are more 
than 60 glaciers and 200 lakes. Here is 
a n extensive mountainous country for 
the hiker and horseback rider. The 
alpine gardens, the great forests of fir, 
pine, and spruce, as well as the mountain 
goats, bighorns, elk, and moose, are en
joyed by those who use the fine trails to 
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the high country during the summer 
months. 

Address the Superintendent, Glacier 
National Park, Belton, Mont. 

MOUNT MCKINLEY NATIONAL PARK.— 

Embraces more than 3,000 square miles 
of Alaska's most magnificent mountain 
country. Mount McKinley itself, the 
highest peak in North America, rises to 
the superb height of 20,300 feet, dwarfing 
the surrounding mountains in the park. 
First ascended in 1910, this peak has long 
been the goal of expert climbers. The 
park offers excellent opportunities to 
study such wild animals as the moose, 
caribou, grizzly bear, Dall sheep, wolf, 
wolverine, and lynx. 

For the duration of the war, trans

portation will not be available for travel 
to Alaska, and no facilities for tourists 
will be operated in the park. 

Address the Superintendent, Mount Mc
Kinley National Park, McKinley Park, 
Alaska. 

KATMAI NATIONAL MONUMENT.—On 

the southern shore of Alaska, is pri
marily an exhibit of volcanism, but it is 
also a region of magnificent scenery, 
where waterfowl and fish are abundant 
and where are found the Peninsula brown 
bear, the largest of the carnivorous ani
mals. Here is located Mount Katmai, 
which in 1912 erupted so violently as to 
leave a crater over 8 miles in circum
ference. The most spectacular feature is 
the mountain-encircled "Valley of Ten 
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Thousands Smokes.'' Although most of 
the millions of fumeroles which formerly 
emitted jets of steam are now dead, the 
area is an awe-inspiring exhibit of the 
results of one of the mightiest volcanic 
eruptions of historic time. 

Address the Coordinating Superintend
ent, Mount McKinley National Park, 
McKinley Park, Alaska. 

GLACIER BAY NATIONAL MONUMENT.— 

Includes a number of Alaska's tidewater 
glaciers of first rank set in a magnificent 
land of lofty peaks. This area is of 
high scientific importance as an exhibit 
of glacial action and the resulting move
ments and development of flora and 
fauna, as well as relics of ancient inter-
glacial forests. Glacier Bay is also im
portant historically, having been visited 
by explorers and scientists since the early 
voyage of Vancouver in 1794. 

Address the Regional Director, Region 
Four, National Park Service, 601 Sheldon 
Building, San Francisco, Calif. 

SITKA NATIONAL MONUMENT. — In 

southeastern Alaska, was created to pro

tect a unique collection of Alaskan In
dian totem poles and to preserve the his
torical values in the vicinity. Eighteen 
totem poles, a replica of a Russian block
house, the graves of seven Russians killed 
during the Battle of Sitka in 1804, and 
the site of the Indian stockade wherein 
the Kit-Siti tribe made their last stand 
against the Russian settlers are among the 
many fascinating features of this northern 
area. 

Address the Custodian, Sitka National 
Monument, Sitka, Alaska. 

OLD KASAAN NATIONAL MONUMENT.— 

Includes the historic aboriginal ruins of 
the former Haida Indian Village in 
southeastern Alaska. The area, compris
ing 28 acres on Prince of Wales Island, 
contains totem poles, grave houses, monu
ments, and portions of the original frame
work of buildings which represent a dis
tinct type of aboriginal American civiliza
tion, the vestiges of which are rapidly 
disappearing. 

Address the Coordinating Superintend
ent, Mount McKinley National Park, 
McKinley Park, Alaska. 

Phantom Ship in Crater Lake 
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PROTECT YOUR PARKS 
BE CAREFUL WITH FIRE. Help to protect the forests, 

scenic wonders, and wildlife of your parks. Ninety per
cent of the forest fires throughout the United States have 
been caused by man. Carelessly thrown matches, burning 
cigaret or cigar butts, or unattended campfires can start 
conflagrations which do irreparable damage. The parks 
are for your enjoyment and for the enjoyment of genera
tions to come. 

PROTECT THEM FROM FIRE 
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movements in the Nation's history—the 
fur trade era and the era of frontier set
tlement. 

Address the Coordinating Superintend
ent, Grand Teton National Park. Moose, 
Teton County, Wyo. 

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK.—Lying 

chiefly in northwestern Wyoming, Yel
lowstone is the oldest and the largest of 
our national parks. Established in 1872, 
it has long been internationally famous 
for its thermal phenomena. In addition 
to approximately 3,000 geysers and hot 
springs, the area is dotted with fumeroles, 
steam vents, and other manifestations of 
earth heat which, in many places, is but 
a short distance below the surface. If 
the hot-water phenomena were entirely 
lacking, Yellowstone would still retain 
enough features of outstanding significance 
to warrant being classed as a national 
park. Its deep multicolored canyon, its 
many lakes, the largest with a shoreline 
of over 100 miles, its abundant wildlife, 
its deep forests, and its tumbling water
falls offer an endless variety of wonders. 

Address the Superintendent, Yellow
stone National Park, Yellowstone Park, 
Wyo. 

BIG HOLE BATTLEFIELD NATIONAL MON

UMENT.—In southwestern Montana, is 
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