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INTRODUCING THE 

NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM 

« OUR NATION'S HERITAGE includes vast 
natural resources of superb scenic and 
scientific value. It includes the customs 
and traditions brought to our shores by 
people from the Old World, and the na
tive Indian culture which was already 
here. It includes the memories, associa
tions, and relics of great events in our 
history. All told, it is the background 
of the American way of life. 

From north to south, from east to west, 
all through the lands belonging to our 
Nation lies a great Federal system of 
scenic, scientific, and historic areas, set 
aside to preserve for all time the finest 
examples of this heritage for the enjoy
ment of the American people. Under the 
administration of the National Park Serv
ice of the United States Department of 
the Interior are 169 such areas, including 
27 national parks, 84 national monu
ments, and 58 areas of other types. This 
folder, Location Map No. 8, covers Cali
fornia, Nevada, and Hawaii, with an 
overlap into northwestern Arizona and 
southwestern Utah. 

Administration 
Each national park and national monu

ment is in charge of a superintendent or 
custodian who is a field representative of 
the National Park Service and is respon

sible for protecting and administering the 
area under his control. 

Under the direction of the superintend
ent or custodian are rangers, uniformed 
in forest green, who are alert to protect 
the areas from fire and other damage so 
that people now and in- the future may 
continue to derive the fullest enjoyment 
from them. They are always ready to 
provide assistance and information to the 
visitor. 

Interpretive Service 
Visitors to the national parks and na

tional monuments are interested in their 
beauty, their natural wonders, or their 
historical significance. To satisfy their 
desire for information, the National Park 
Service, so far as is possible under war 
conditions, provides a free interpretive 
service with naturalists and historians 
conducting field trips and giving lectures 
and campfire talks on animal and plant 
life, geology, and history. Museums 
contain interesting displays which also 
serve to interpret the story of the area. 

Wildlife, Plants, Forests 
The parks and monuments are sanc

tuaries where people may see and study 
wildlife in its native environment, as 
well as hundreds of forms of plant life 

Hikers in Yosemite National Park 

A Kaibab Squirrel. This Animal Lives 
Only on the North Rim of the 

Grand Canyon 

which are being preserved from destruc
tion. Many of the areas are reserves 
which protect great forests from the axe. 

Geology 
History of earth processes is learned 

through the study of geology in these na
tional areas. Behind the wonders whose 
various characteristics thrill the observer 
is the old-new story of geologic forces, 
the tale of the hidden as well as the evi
dent processes of volcanism, earth move
ment, sedimentation, and erosion. 

History 
The early history of California and 

Nevada, like that of New Mexico and 
Arizona, stems from the same roots as 
that of our Latin neighbors. Spaniards 
in the sixteenth century, operating from 
Mexican bases, explored Arizona and New 
Mexico and the coastline of California. 
In 1542, Juan Rodriquez Cabrillo sighted 
Point Loma off San Diego Bay. Cabrillo 
National Monument commemorates his 
achievements. 

Except for a small fringe of coast tem
porarily occupied by the Russians, the 

Restored Lighthouse at Cabrillo National 
Monument 

Spaniards and the Mexicans controlled 
this region until the Mexican War when 
these lands came into the possession of 
the United States. Discovery of gold in 
California in 1848 brought hordes of 
emigrants. Some met misfortune and 
disaster en route to the gold fields by 
taking short Cuts that led to Death Val
ley, now preserved for posterity as a na
tional monument. The influx of emi
grants changed the political, economic, 
and social character of the region. Never
theless, the cultural evidences of Spanish 
influence still can be traced readily. 

Hawaii during the early nineteenth cen
tury was used as a base by American fur 
traders in carrying on commerce with 
China and by whalemen for repairing 
their vessels. Following the acquisition 
of Oregon and California by the United 
States; influential Americans in Hawaii 
favored annexation by this country and 
gradually gained support for such a step. 
The fear of Japanese designs upon the 
Islands and the value of the Hawaiian 
harbors strengthened sentiment for an
nexation in Washington. By joint reso
lution of Congress, Hawaii in 1898 was 
annexed and in 1900 became a full-
fledged Territory. Hawaii National Park 
was established by Congress in 1916. 

A Campground Scene in One of the National Parks 

Ideal Skiing Conditions Usually Prevail in the California National Parks 
During the Winter Months 

Accommodations 
The national parks and many of the na

tional monuments are primarily wilderness 
areas. In a number of the parks there is 
normally a wide range of accommodations 
for visitors, from public campgrounds 
through housekeeping tents and cabins to 
lodges and hotels. Under war conditions 
it has been necessary to curtail some of 
these facilities; but informal accommoda
tions are provided in the majority of the 
parks. 

According to the area and the season, 
visitors may study nature or history, 
climb mountains, go boating, ride horse
back, hike, fish, ski, ice skate, or tobog
gan. The parks and monuments offer un
surpassed opportunities for the nature 
lover, the photographer, and the artist. 
Through visits to park areas Americans 
learn to know their country more inti
mately and to love it more deeply. 

National Park Service Areas 
in California, Nevada, and 

Hawaii 
LAVA BEDS NATIONAL MONUMENT, in 

northeastern California, embraces lava 
fields, caves, spattercones or chimneys, 
cinder cones, and other evidences of 

Captain Jack's Stronghold in Lava Beds 
National Monument 

volcanic activity. This area was the prin
cipal theater of the Modoc War. Clever 
utilization of strategically located natural 
defensive positions by Captain Jack and 
his Modoc followers in 1872 and 1873 
made this stronghold a temporary "Gi
braltar" for these Indians in their re
sistance to the advance of frontier settle
ment. 

Address the Custodian, Lava Beds Na
tional Monument, Tulelake, Calif. 

LASSEN VOLCANIC NATIONAL PARK, in 
northeastern California, was created to 
preserve Lassen Peak and the spectacular 
volcanic exhibits which surround it. Thi: 
impressive peak stands at the southern enc 
of the Cascade Range and is the only re
cently active volcano in the United States 
proper. One of the most beautiful and 
unusual features of the park is Cinder 
Cone, 10 miles east-northeast from Lassen 
Peak, with its rugged lava beds and its 
multicolored dunes. 

In dramatic contrast to the volcanic 
exhibits are the park's splendid primeval 
forests and innumerable alpine lakes. 

Address the Superintendent, Lassen 
Volcanic National Park, Mineral, Calif. 

MUIR WOODS NATIONAL MONUMENT, 
a few miles north of San Francisco, is 
the only National Park Service area con
taining the coast redwood {Sequoia sem-
pernrens). This tree (not to be contused 
with the related giant sequoia of the 
Sierra) is the tallest tree species in the 
world. The coast redwoods in Muir 
Woods National Monument are of average 
height, the tallest being 264 feet high. 
The world's tallest coast redwood, the 
Founder's Tree in Humboldt Redwood 
State Park, Dyerville, Calif., is 364 feet 
high. 

Address the Custodian, Muir Woods 
National Monument, Mill Valley, Calif. 

YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK, in east 
central California, is world-famous for 
its deep valleys and high waterfalls. It 
is a land of granite, shaped by rivers and 
glacial action thousands of years ago. 
Its beautiful, rugged back country, dotted 

Pieiv of Cinder Cone in Lassen Volcanic 
National Park. Snowy Summit to 

the Right of Cinder Cone Is 
Lassen Peak 

with high mountain lakes and meadows, 
is a paradise for the horseback rider and 
the hiker. Fishing is good and the flora 
and fauna are varied and abundant. 
Yosemite has splendid stands of sugar 
pine as well as three groves of giant 
sequoias. During the snowy months, 
thousands of persons go to the park to 
enjoy ice skating, skiing, and toboggan
ing. 

Address the Superintendent, Yosemite 
National Park, Calif. 

DEVIL POSTPILE NATIONAL MONUMENT, 
California, is located in a magnificent 
forest and lake country at an altitude of 
7,600 feet. The Devil Postpile, central 
feature of this national monument, is 
an extraordinary formation of blue-gray 
basaltic columns, 80 feet in height, fitting 
closely together like the pipes of a great 
organ. A trail leads to the top where, 
ages ago, glaciers wore the rock smooth 
so that the cross section of the columns 
gives an interesting mosaic appearance. 

Devil Postpile 

Address the Superintendent, Yosemite 
National Park, Calif. 

PINNACLES NATIONAL MONUMENT, Cal
ifornia, is an area of spires and domes, 
of caves and subterranean passages. Vol
canic in origin, the topography of the 
monument has been carved by the forces 
of erosion to produce spectacular results. 
The lower slopes are covered with a thick 
mantle of brush, while in the canyons 
and ravines are shady groves, of live oak. 
Deer, raccoons, and foxes are common. 
Less frequently seen are coyotes and bob
cats. 

Address the Custodian, Pinnacles Na
tional Monument, Pinnacles, Calif. 

KINGS CANYON NATIONAL PARK, lo
cated in the heart of the Sierra Nevada 
region of California, is a vast wilderness 

Rock Formations in Pinnacles National 
Monument 

of spectacular granite gorges, towering 
peaks, mountain meadows, and trout-
filled lakes and streams. The canyons of 
the Kings River from which the park 
derives its name are tremendous gorges 
dominated by great purplish-gray granite 
walls. 

Magnificent giant sequoia groves con
stitute one of the park's major attrac
tions. The General Grant Grove Section 
of the park (from 1890 to 1940 known 
as the General Grant National Park) con
tains many very large giant sequoias, and 
there are thousands of these trees in the 
Redwood Mountain region of the park. 

In this park, accommodations for visi
tors have been kept to a minimum, hence 
its real beauties are available only to 

those who ride horseback or hike the 
many trails which lead to unexcelled 
campgrounds. 

Address the Superintendent, Sequoia-
Kings Canyon National Parks, Sequoia 
National Park, Calif. 

SEQUOIA NATIONAL PARK, located just 
south of Kings Canyon National Park, 

. contains within its boundaries many 
thousands of giant sequoias. There are 
32 groves of these trees in the park. One 
grove—the Giant Forest—is the finest in 
the world and contains the General Sher
man Tree, largest and perhaps the oldest 
of all living things. Half of the -giant 
sequoias in California measuring 10 feet 
in diameter 6 teet above the ground arc 
in Sequoia National Park. 

But the giant sequoias are not all that 
this park has to offer. Here, too, is an 
outstanding section of the Sierra, a re
gion of towering peaks, innumerable lakes 
and streams teeming with trout, and great 
glacier carved gorges, one of which, the 
spectacular Kern Canyon, is 30 miles in 
length. Straddling the eastern boundary 
of the park are Mount Whitney (14,495 
feet), highest mountain in the United 
States exclusive of Alaska, ami many other 
spectacular peaks. 

Address the Superintendent, Sequoia-
Kings Canyon National Parks, Sequoia 
National Park, Calif. 

DEATH VALLEY NATIONAL MONUMENT, 
California-Nevada, embraces nearly two 
million acres of a primitive, unspoiled 
desert country with colorful canyons and 
breathtaking views. Famed as the scene 
of a tragic episode in the gold rush drama 
of '49, Death Valley has long been 
known to the scientist and layman alike 
as a region rich in scientific and human 
interest. Because of the high summer 
temperatures (at times reaching more 
than 130 degrees), travel is greatest in 
winter, although a gradual increase in 
summer travel is apparent. 

Address the Superintendent, Death Val
ley National Monument, Panamint 
Springs, Inyo County, Calif. 

Coast Redwoods in Muir Woods National Monument Looking Down Kings Canynr? 



Magnificent Grove of Giant Sequoias 

H A W A I I N A T I O N A L PARK, in the Ha
waiian Is lands, is the most far-flung uni t 
of the Nat ional Park System. This park 
contains three world-famous volcanoes— 
Kilauea and Mauna Loa on the Island of 
Hawai i , and Haleakala on the Island of 
Maui . Kilauea and Mauna Loa are ac
tive volcanoes. Haleakala has been 
dormant for centuries. In addit ion to its 
volcanoes, the park is noted for its 
luxuriant tropical vegetation and rare 
bird life. 

Travel from the main land to Hawai i 
Nat ional Park has been restricted for the 
duration of the war. 

Address the Superintendent, Hawai i 
Nat ional Park, Hawai i , T . H . 

C H A N N E L ISLANDS N A T I O N A L M O N U 
M E N T was established to conserve the 
unique geological and biological features 
of Santa Barbara and Anacapa, two of 
the Channel Is lands lying a short dis
tance off the coast of southern Cali
fornia. These two islands contain nu
merous fossils, many flowering plants and 
birds and mammals not found on the 
mainland, and they are notable also for 
their great sea bird rookeries and as a 
refuge and breeding ground for seals and 
sea lions. 

Haleakala Crater 

This national monument is not open to 
the publ ic . 

Address the Superintendent, Sequoia-
Kings Canyon Nat ional Parks, Sequoia 
Nat iona l Park, Calif. 

CABRILLO N A T I O N A L M O N U M E N T , sit
uated on Point Loma, Calif., was dis
covered by Juan Rodriguez Cabri l lo in 
1542. T h e chief feature of the monu
ment is the " W h i t e Tower,*' formerly 
Point Loma Light N o . 355, which was 
first officially l ighted at sunset Novem
ber 15, 1855, and which remained in 
operation until 1891. From the recently 
restored and rehabilitated l ighthouse a 
splendid view may be obtained of ocean, 
bays, islands, mountains , foothills, val
leys, and plains. 

This area has been closed to the public 
for the durat ion of the war. 

Address the Superintendent, Sequoia 
Kings Canyon Nat iona l Parks, Sequoia 
Na t iona l Park, Calif. 

J O S H U A T R E E N A T I O N A L M O N U M E N T , 
in southern California, was established 
to preserve representative stands of the 
Joshua tree (Yucca kreri folia) and other 
typical desert flora. T h e Joshua tree, a 
member of the lily family, ranges in 

Hawaii National Park 

height from 10 to 30 feet. Many other 
yuccas and cacti are found here, as well 
as an abundance of other heat-loving 
species. Weird rock formations add to 
the exquisite desert scenery of this monu
ment . 

It is generally believed that the Mor
mons gave the Joshua tree its name, see
ing in its grotesquely extended " a r m s " a 
symbol pointing to the promised land 
they were seeking. 

Address the Custodian, Joshua Tree 
Nat ional Monument , Twenty-nine Palms, 
Calif. 

L E H M A N CAVES N A T I O N A L M O N U M E N T 
consists of limestone caverns, honey
combed by tunnels and galleries of 
stalactite formations of much beauty and 
scientific importance. The monument , 
lying in eastern Nevada , was set aside by 
Presidential Proclamation in 1922, in 
order that the important features which 
it contains would come under the pro
tection of the Nat ional Park Service. 

Address the Superintendent, Boulder 
D a m Nat ional Recreational Area, Box 
755, Boulder City, Nev . 

BOULDER D A M N A T I O N A L RECREATIONAL 
A R E A , in Arizona and Nevada , offers a 

Joshua Trees 

wealth of interest and pleasure to the 
visitor. Under an interbureau agreement 
approved by the Secretary of the Interior, 
the Bureau of Reclamation administers 
Boulder D a m and Boulder City, while all 
recreational facilities in the area are su
pervised by the Nat ional Park Service. 
The central feature of this playground is 
Lake Mead, which at its highest level has 
a shore line of 550 miles, a depth of 589 
feet, and contains 33,500,000 acre feet of 
water. Excellent facilities are available 
in the area for swimming, boating, and 
fishing. 

Address the Superintendent, Boulder 
D a m Nat iona l Recreational Area, Box 
7 s \ Boulder City, Nev . 

National Parks in Arizona and 
Utah and the National 

Monuments Adjacent to Those 
Parks 

G R A N D C A N Y O N N A T I O N A L P A R K , in 
Arizona, contains one of the wor ld ' s 
greatest natural wonders—the colorful 
canyon for which it is named. Th is 
superb work of nature first impresses the 
visitor by its immensity. T h e vast dis-

Sand Dunes in Death Valley Beach Scene, Boulder Dam National Recreational Area 

horseshoe-shaped bowl cut by water a n d ^ 
wind erosion and filled to the brim with 
thousands of fantastic figures in the form 
of spires, domes, and temples decorated 
in all colors of the spectrum, but prin
cipally with reds, pinks, and creams. 

Address the Superintendent, Bryce Can
yon Nat ional Park, Spnngda le , Utah . 

CEDAR BREAKS N A T I O N A L M O N U M E N T , 
Utah , consists of a huge amphitheater 
cut from the same highly colored forma

tion as Bryce Canyon Nat iona l Park . 
W h i l e not possessing the countless spires 
and temples found in that park, the 
scenery of Cedar Breaks is on a more 
gigantic scale and possesses a greater 
number of t ints . Here the Pink Cliffs are 
nearly 2,000 feet in thickness and 47 
different shades of color have been dis
t inguished. 

Address the Superintendent, Zion N a 
tional Park, Springdale, U t a h . 

Grand Canyon from the Rim 

tances from the rims down to the surging 
Colorado River, looking like a narrow 
ribbon at the bottom of the gorge, are 
almost bewildering. The Grand Canyon 
is the result of stream-cutting made pos
sible by the combination of a semiarid 
climate and the high surface elevation 
(7,000 to 9,000 feet) of the plateau. 
Exposed in the gorge is one of the most 
complete sections of rocks known. Ex
cellent trails lead into the canyon from 
both the Nor th and South Rims. 

West of the park is G R A N D C A N Y O N 
N A T I O N A L M O N U M E N T , which includes 
Toroweap Point, affording a remarkable 
view of the inner gorge of the Colorado 
River. 

Address the Superintendent, Grand 
Canyon Nat iona l Park, Grand Canyon, 
Ariz. 

P I P F . SPRING N A T I O N A L M O N U M E N T , in 
Arizona, was established to preserve the 
ruins of an old stone fort, a relic of 
pioneer days, located beside a spring of 
pure cold water and surrounded by cot
ton woods affording welcome shade. In 
the early 60's the Mormons established a 
cattle ranch here, and the fort was 
erected as a protection against marauding 
Indians . It consisted of two houses, two 
stories high, facing each other across a 
courtyard closed at either end by heavy 
double gates. The spring, known as Pipe 
Spring, comes up in the courtyard. 

Zion Canyon 

Address the Custodian, Pipe Spring N a 
tional Monument , Moccasin, Ariz. 

Z I O N N A T I O N A L P A R K , located in the 
heart of the spectacular desert and canyon 
country of southern Utah , has as its chief 
feature the great multicolored gorge, Zion 
Canyon. The sandstone cliffs, rising sheer 
to form the canyon walls and encircle the 
valley, are awesome; but it is the vivid 
coloring which most amazes. T h e deep 
red of the Vermilion Cliffs is the prevail
ing tint. Two-thi rds of the way up these 
marvelous walls and temples are varying 
shades of red ; then, above the reds, they 
rise in startl ing white , sometimes sur
mounted by a cap of bri l l iant red. Such 
features as Angels Landing and the Great 
Wh i t e Throne once seen are never for
gotten. 

Forming the park ' s western border and 
extending northwestward is Z I O N N A 
T I O N A L M O N U M E N T . Kolob Canyon, the 
monument ' s principal feature, is narrower 
but almost as deep as Zion Canyon and 
is enclosed by red sandstone cliffs more 
vivid than those in the park. 

Address the Superintendent, Zion N a 
tional Park, Springdale, U tah . 

BRYCE C A N Y O N N A T I O N A L P A R K , Utah , 
includes some of the most interesting ex
posures of the Pink Cliff formation. In 
reality Bryce is not a canyon but a great 
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View of Bryce Canyon 

PROTECT YOUR PARKS AND MONUMENTS 
BE CAREFUL WITH FIRE. Help to protect the forests, 

scenic wonders, and wildlife of your parks and monuments. 
Ninety percent of the forest fires throughout the United 
States have been caused by man. Carelessly thrown 
matches, burning cigarette or cigar butts, or unattended 
campfires can start conflagrations which do irreparable 
damage. The parks and monuments are for your enjoy
ment and for the enjoyment of generations to come. 

PROTECT THEM FROM FIRE 

Yosemite Calls in Yosemite National Park 
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