
REGIONAL OFFICES 

NORTHWEST Regional Director, 915 Second 
Avenue, Seattle, Washington 98174, (Idaho, 
Oregon, Washington.) 

PACIFIC SOUTHWEST Regional Director, Box 
36062, 450 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, 
California 94102. (American Samoa, Arizona, 
California, Guam, Hawaii, Nevada.) 

MID-CONTINENT Regional Director, P.O. Box 
25387, Denver Federal Center, Denver, Colorado 
80225. (Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Mon
tana, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, 
Utah, Wyoming.) 

SOUTH CENTRAL Regional Director, 5000 Mar
ble Avenue, N.E., Albuquerque, New Mexico 
87110. (Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma, Texas.) 

LAKE CENTRAL Regional Director, Federal 
Building, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48107. (Illinois, 
Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, Wisconsin.) 

SOUTHEAST Regional Director, 148 Interna
tional Boulevard, Atlanta, Georgia 30303. (Ala
bama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, 
North Carolina, Puerto Rico, South Carolina, Ten
nessee, Virgin Islands.) 

NORTHEAST Regional Director, Federal Office 
Building, 600 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Penn
sylvania 19106. (Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island. 
Vermont, Virginia, West Virginia, and the Dis
trict of Columbia.) 

Area Director, Alaska Area Office, 1011 E. 
Tudor, Suite 297, Anchorage, Alaska 99503 

GPO 933 542 

LAND AND WATER 
CONSERVATION 
FUND 
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and Recreat ion Service 

Washington, D .C . 2 0 2 4 0 

WHAT IS IT? The Land and Water Conservation 
Fund Act of 1965 (Public Law 88-578) established 
a fund to increase outdoor recreation opportuni
ties for the American people. The program pro
vides for (1) acquisition of lands for federally ad
ministered parks, wildlife refuges and recreation 
areas; and (2) matching grants for State recrea
tion planning and State as well as local land ac
quisition and development. The Fund is adminis
tered by the Heritage Conservation and Recrea
tion Service of the Department of the Interior. 

SOURCES OF REVENUE Land and Water Con
servation Fund revenues are derived from the 
sale of Federal surplus real property, the Federal 
motorboat fuels tax, and Outer Continental Shelf 
mineral receipts. 

THE "STATE SIDE" & "FEDERAL SIDE" The 
Fund is divided into what a re generally referred 
to as its "sides." 

The "Federal side," not less than 40 percent of 
the total Fund, provides money only for the ac
quisition of national recreation lands. Acquisition 
programs must be approved by Congress. They 
include recreation resources such as national 
parks, seashores, lakeshores, forests, wild and 
scenic rivers, trails, national recreation areas , 
historic areas , wildlife refuges, and natural and 
wilderness areas . These areas are administered 



by Interior's National Park Service, Bureau of 
Land Management, and Fish and Wildlife Serv
ice, and the Department of Agriculture's Forest 
Service. 

The "State side," about 60 percent of the total 
Fund, provides grants to States and, through 
States, to their political subdivisions (cities, 
counties, towns, etc.) for the acquisition and 
development of public outdoor recreation areas 
and facilities. Project grants must be matched by 
not less than an equal amount of non-Federal 
funds. 

STATE PLANNING REQUIREMENT For a 
State or its political subdivisions to receive 
grants from the Fund, the State must develop a 
comprehensive outdoor recreation plan, and up
date and refine it on a continuing basis. The Fund 
provides matching planning grants and technical 
assistance to States to help develop and update 
comprehensive outdoor recreation plans. The 
plan identifies capital investment priorities for 
acquiring, developing, and protecting all types of 
outdoor recreation resources within a State; it 
assures continuing opportunity for local units of 
government and private citizens to take part in 
their State's outdoor recreation and environmen
tal planning programs; and it provides a practical 
tool for coordinating all State outdoor recreation 
and environmental conservation programs. 

STATE PROJECT GRANTS Projects in accord 
with the State comprehensive outdoor recreation 
plan and meeting high priority public recreation 
needs identified in the plan are eligible for fund
ing. They may vary from bicycle paths to hiking 
trails, from roadside picnic stops to swimming 
pool complexes, and from inner city mini-parks to 
complete State parks. Assistance is available 
only for public projects. The participant (spon
soring State or local government agency) must 
agree to permanently dedicate projects to public 
outdoor recreation use, and assume responsibil
ity for continuing operation and maintenance. Up 
to 10 percent of the total amount allocated to a 
state in any one year may be used for sheltered 
facilities for swimming pools and ice skating 
rinks in areas where the severity of climatic con
ditions and the increased public use thereby 
made possible justifies the construction of such 
facilities. 

PRE-APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS Before 
applying for financial assistance from the Fund, 
an applicant must file a "notice of intention" with 
the State or areawide clearinghouse established 
in accordance with the Federal Office of Manage
ment and Budget Circular A-95. The notice must 
be forwarded as early as possible and must in
clude a description of the proposed project and 
other information needed to permit the clearing
house to circulate the notice to others interested 
in the proposal. The completed application must 
also be submitted for clearinghouse review prior 
to any further action. Additional information on 
clearinghouse review procedures can be ob
tained from HCRS Regional Offices. 

APPLICATION PROCEDURES Project proposals 
must be submitted to the appropriate Heritage 
Conservation and Recreation Service Regional 
Office through the State agency (or individual) 
authorized to represent the State for purposes of 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act. 
Grants are made to the State through the State 
Liaison Officer, often referred to as the SLO. The 
SLO has the initial responsibility of determining 
project eligibility and priority for Fund assist
ance. For the name and address of the person or 
agency in your State, contact your Heritage Con
servation and Recreation Service Regional Office 
listed on this Fact Sheet. 

MANUAL OF PROCEDURE HCRS's Outdoor 
Recreation Grants-in-Aid Manual contains de
tailed procedures for the program's administra
tion. It is available on a subscription basis from 
the Superintendent of Documents, Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402, at a cost 
of $9.75 ($12.20 if foreign). 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS A list of HCRS publi
cations is available from your nearest Regional 
Office. 




