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The one-room school 
was very important to 

the rural people living in 
Gillespie County. Here, 
near their homes, the 
children learned the "3R's" -
reading, writing, and 
arithmetic - enabling many 
of them to go on to high 
school and college. The 
schools were located close 
enough to children's homes 
to allow to them to walk to 
school. There were 31 one-room schools located in 
Gillespie County; only one - Doss School - remains in 
operation today. 

The first one-room schoolhouse on the 
Pedernales River was actually a tent in the 
Christadelphian campgrounds one mile east of the 
present day Junction School. In 1882, the tent was 
replaced by the community with a small frame building 
that served both as a school and church. On September 
27, 1910 John Pehl sold to the school district 2 3/4 
acres of land on the north side of the Pedernales River 
to a build a new school. The fall term opened in the 
new school on November 21, 1910. The Junction 
School served the area for over 37 years. In the spring 
of 1947 the Junction School became part of the 
Stonewall Consolidated School District. This move 
closed the Junction School and the students attended the 
nearby Stonewall School. In 1972 the National Park 
Foundation purchased the land to become part of the 
Lyndon B. Johnson National Historical Park. 

The Junction School 
was a typical one-room 
school. A wood stove sat 
in a sand box in the 
center of the school and 
was the only source of 
heat. Two kerosene 
lamps suspended from 
the ceiling at opposite 
ends of the room 
provided light. The 
teacher's desk and a chair 
were in front of the 

classroom. A small brass bell on the teacher's desk 
summoned the students. Students sat at double desks 
which had wooden tops with holes for the glass 
inkwells. The desks were arranged in rows facing the 
teacher's desk; the boys in one row and the girls in 
another. Wall decorations were sparse but included 
huge blackboards, the U. S. and Texas flags, Gilbert 
Stuart's picture of George Washington, and a picture 
of Robert E. Lee given to the school by an old 
Confederate soldier, Sam E. Johnson, Sr. (President 
Johnson's grandfather). A water bucket and dipper for 
drinking water were in the back of the classroom. 

Before school and at recess time the students 
played a variety of games, such as crack the whip, red 
rover, hide and seek, kick the can, marbles, jacks and 
stickball. There was generally a baseball game going 
on at the baseball diamond, where rocks and sacks 
were used as bases, pitcher's mounds and home plate. 
Volleyball was quite popular with the girls. 

The Future President Starts School 

One of the students at the Junction School was a 
4-year old boy by the name of Lyndon Baines 

Johnson. He was born just up the road 
from the school on August 27, 1908 to the 
proud parents Sam and Rebekah Johnson. 
A typical little boy, he liked to ride his 
horse and play with other children and his 
dog, Bigham Young. Since Lyndon could 
hear the children outside before school 
and at recess, he would run down to the 
school house to play with them. His 
mother - constantly worried he would get 
lost - talked to the teacher, Miss Katie 
Deadrich, about enrolling him early into 

school. As an adult, President Johnson loved to relate 
how he had insisted upon sitting in Miss Katie's lap 

for his reading lessons. Johnson only 
attended Junction School for several 
months in 1912 since the school closed 
early due to a whooping cough epidemic. 
His family moved to Johnson City by the 
start of the next school year. In 1924, he 
graduated from high school in Johnson 
City and later attended Southwest Texas 
Teachers' College in San Marcos where 
he received his teaching degree. Johnson 
taught school for a while in Houston, 
Cotulla, and Pearsall, Texas. 

President Johnson at age 6 



The Education President 

Lyndon Baines Johnson became the 36th President 
of the United States on November 22, 1963. He 

became known as our "Education President." 
The Johnson Administration saw the passage 

of over 60 education bills, more education legislation 
than in any other presidential administration. In 
comparison, only six major education bills were 
passed from the time of Lincoln to Kennedy. 

With such an interest in education, it was only fitting 
that President Johnson would come back to his first 
school to sign one of these major education bills. 
Sitting at a picnic table on the lawn of the Junction 
School with Miss Katie Deadrich (his first teacher) at 
his side, President Johnson signed the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act on April 11, 1965. 

"No measure I have signed, or will ever sign, means more to the future of 
America.... "—Lyndon B. Johnson 

Provisions of the 
Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act 

Title I Provided funds for "educationally deprived" children. The money 
could be used for purposes such as reducing class size, hiring 
remedial teachers, and providing school breakfasts. 

Title II Provided funds for libraries and textbooks or any printed material. 

Title III & IV Provided funds for research centers. 

Title V Provided funds for education planning on state-wide basis. 

Title VI (added in 1966) Provided funds for education of disabled persons. 

Title VII (added in 1967) Provided funds for bi-lingual education. 

Title VIII (added in 1967) Provided funds to reduce the number of school 
dropouts and funds for technical assistance to rural schools. 


