For approximately

1,300 years, beginning

the time of the birth

of Christ,

this region, farming, fashioning
hold utensils,

and trading

about

Indians lived in
tools and house-

with

other

Indian

groups. Their culture evolved over the centuries,

1. (In

to November

winter,

ervations

cannot

contains

single

be made.
and

group

until about 700 years ago, when they abandoned

burning

obtained at the Morfield

Within

ground

fireplaces)

masonry

pueblos

on mesa tops,

cliff dwellings-the

them,

National

the Service

Geographic

conducted a program of scientific
on Wetherill
excavated

grounds,

Society,

has

through

is not

exceptions

yet

as exhibits-in-place.

open

to

the

permitted

no

at designated

Fires are permitted

between

Cortez

and Mancos on U.S. 160. You must drive 21 miles

receptacles

and the park

area. Never leave a fire

road from the entrance

fires

site. Report

brush,

to the nearest

station,

park

in Mor-

headquarters
be

grass, and forest

ranger,

to park
Gathering firewood

are located.

ax or knife on any tree or shrub

is 5 miles from

the entrance;

The campground
the

at a ranger

or at the museum.

Mesa Museum

Navajo

Hill

is prohibited.

Do not use an
or strip

bark

from junipers.

and a lodge are 16

the park.

Picnicking

is permitted

at park headquarters,
There is bus service to the park from
to Durango

railroads

or in the

unattended;

headquarters, where picnic areas and the Chapin

The nearest

1

sure your fire is out before you leave your camp

is midway

flights

June

only in fireplaces

Campground

or picnic

and scheduled

from

September 7; the limit may be extended

unattended for more than 24 hours. Dump refuse

picnic

miles within

station.

only in the camp-

is lim ited to 14 days

from trailers

field

Visitor Center, a restaurant,

but the camp-

disposal

Wetherpublic;

HOW TO REACH THE PARK

of mountainous

for trailers,

holding -tank disposal station in the cam pground.

can be made.

The park entrance

Fuel can be

at other times. Campers may not leave campsites

investigations

Because of road and trail construction.
ill Mesa

Summer camping,

the

Many of the ruins have been

and stabilized

(which

and wood-

Village store. No utility

has a holding-tank

with

Mesa, about 20 miles by road from

park headquarters.

campsites

and majestic

villages of these people. To

learn more about
aid of the

and

Res-

The campground

and restrooms.

hookups are provided
pithouses

is permitted

include tables, benches, and charcoal

their homes and moved to the south and east.
the park are preserved

camping

in the picnic area near park headquarters.)

Durango

and Cortez.

are at Grand

Colo., and Gallup, N. Mex. Rent-a-car

near the comfort
ruins

road,

only in the picnic
in the small picnic

stations

and in the

area
areas

on each loop of the

Morfield

Campground.

Junction,
service is

_S.ER.ll.ICES

~

_

available at airline and rail points.
Mail should be sent in care of General Delivery,
SEASONS

Mesa Verde National

Park, Colo. 81330,

or in

care of Far View Lodge if you are a lodge guest.
Mid-May
other

to October

services

pretive

15_ Accommodations

are available;

services,

maximum

June 15 through

Labor

and
inter-

Telegraph

and telephone_

Day.

Far View

Lodge,

Colo., as their

Mesa

telegraphic

Visitors

Verde

should

National

use
Park,

address and inquire

October 15 to mid-May.

Snackbar services and

about messages at the lodge reservation

groceries

the

in Navajo Hill Visitor

Center or at Far View Ter-

race. Pay telephones

are at Far View Terrace

tours

are available,

are conducted

(weather

permitting).

museum

to Spruce

is open,

Tree

House

and you may drive

loop of the ruins road, viewing

cliff

one

and at the Chapin Mesa Museum
Emergency

dwellings

messages should

from canyon rims and visiting the mesa-top ruins.

to the chief park ranger's

ACCOMMODATIONS

Bus transportation

desk

parking

area.

be sent or cal.led
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view of the valley and mountains

I

Outstanding
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Four Corners region.
3. Cedar

Tree Tower.

is one-half

a ceremonial

structure,

mile from the main road, just north

I,
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4. Far View House and Pipe Shrine

I

_

2. Park Point. halfway between the entrance and
headquarters, affords superb views of the entire

House are a
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These two large mesa-top
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CHAPIN MESA

Information

and orientation.

You are urged to

go first to the Navajo Hill Visitor Center in summer or to the Chapin Mesa Museum. where attendants

can assist you in planning

and where exhibits

your visit,

show the arts, crafts,

and

physical remains of the ancient people, as well
as the arts and crafts
the Four

Corners

of Indians now living

region.

The Chapin

in

Mesa

Museum isopen from 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. in summer; from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. the rest of the year.
The Navajo Hill Visitor Center is open from 8 a.m.
to 7:30 p.m. from mid-June to Labor Day only.
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