
Cliff Palace - south end

Note the extremely fine masonry of

the wall to the east of the kiva (A).

This wall is original. The small open
ings at the top were for ventilation
(B). The holes below the doorways
(C) indicate the former presence of
beams which formed the roofs of the

lower rooms.

To the right of this section, we en
counter one of the tallest buildings
found in Cliff Palace (D). This struc

ture did not stand out as a tower

when the village was inhabited. At
that time, rooms, now fallen away,
rose up on either side, making this
section more of an apartment com

plex. But eventually the Indians
abandoned their homes and moved

away. As centuries passed, walls
crumbled and fell, leaving us with
"towers" and only reminders of what
used to be.

If you look into the doorway at the base of the four-storied building (E), you will get
an idea of room size. Imagine living here. Probably rooms such as this were used only
for sleeping; daily activities were carried on in the courtyards formed by the roofs of
the kivas.

When you are ready, follow the trail leading from the south end of the ruin, in order to
get back to the parking lot. The exit trail closely follows one of the original routes the
Indians used to gain access to their village.

Why did the Pueblo Indians leave Cliff Palace? Warfare? Famine? Drought? All may
have played their part. We do know that this was no isolated incident. During the last
half of the thirteenth century, the whole Four Corners area was being abandoned by
the farmers who had lived here for hundreds of years. We think that many of these
people traveled southward into what is now New Mexico, and that some of the Pueblo
Indians living there today may be the descendants of the Mesa Verde People.
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CLIFF PALACE: Discovered December 18, 1888

This picture was taken prior to excavation and stabilization

Your trip through Cliff Palace will require some exertion as
you must go down 110 steps to reach the dwelling. The exit
trail climbs gradually, climaxed by a narrow passageway and
S short ladders. If anyone in your party has heart condition or
respiratory problem^ they should not attempt the trip.

PLEASE WATCH YOUR CHILDREN.

Cliff Palace is the largest American cliff dwelling. In the thirteenth century it was a
village of 200 to 250 Pueblo Indians, farmers who cultivated their crops of com, beans,
and squash on the mesa top. The remains of this long-abandoned building were discov
ered by two cowboys from the nearby town of Mancos, Richard Wetherill and Charlie
Mason, in December of 1888.




