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How to Reoch Meso Verde Notionol Po*
Meso Verde Notionol Pork, so long inoccessible ond

liitle known, now invites discovery by motorists. Fine new
highwoys, most of them completely poved, hove shortened
the driving iime to only one doy from Denver, Solt Loke
City, Grond Conyon, or Sonto Fe. For those troveling Eost
or West over Highwoy 66, Meso Verde Noiionol Pork moy
be reoched by o 4-hour drive from Gollup.

Mony motorists moking through trips over lhe more
northern routes ore now following the exceptionolly scenic

ond voried NAVAJO TRAIL, lhe scenic southern highwoy
ocross the Rockies, stopping for two or three doys in Meso
Verde Nolionol Pork to enioy rest, unique ond spectoculor
scenery, ond the thrill of exploring enormous ruins left by
o prehistoric people thot vonished olmost o ihousond yeors
ogo.

The obove "Locolion Mop" is intended to show o view
of lhe interesling feotures of the Meso Verde region. Mile-
oges ond other detoils ore reodily ovoiloble on ony good
highwoy mop.
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tA PTATA MOUNTAINS AND KNIFE EDGE FROM NORTI{

RIM OF MESA VERDE

CTIFF PATACE

Unique omong Americon noiionol porks, Meso Verde offers q remork-

oble combinolion of specloculoI scenery, intriguing prehistoric ruins, ond

o quiet, reslful otmosphere owoy from the milling crowds.

Plon to spend ol leost lwo or lhree doys in the Pork if you wish to
explore lhe lorger ond more occessiblE cliff dwellings. Additionol doyr
should be ollowed, if possible, for horsebock riding ond hiking lrips down

troils into ihe conyons where proclicolly unknown ond unexplored ruins

ore hidden.

ARRIVAL: On orriving in Meso Verde it is wise first lo ,ersrv. hotel or
cobin occommodolions, or lo estoblish your comp in the public comp-

ground. Both qre convenient to the ruins ond lo whoi will be the ccnlcr

of your oclivities lor the following two or threc doys.

GO FIRST fO fHE MUSEUM: Understonding of the life ond timcs of lhe
cliff dwellers will odd greotly to your enioymeni while in Meso Verdc.

Get lhis bockground by first visiting the MUSEUM where on inleresling

holf hour will outline lhe moin feotures of lhe remorkoble stone ogc

civilizotion thoi flourished here q thousond yeors ogo.

FIRST VIEW OF fHE RUINS: First impressions ore imporloni. You will
never forget the beouiy of Spruce Tree Ruin os you first see it from the

bolcony of the Noiionol History Museum,

GUIDED TRIPS IHROUGH fHE RUINS: The Government mqintoins o free

ronger guide service. Deloiled informoiion will be furnished sl lhe Pork

enlronce, Museum, or Lodge regording the time schedule for lhe conducied

lours through the lorger ond more spectoculor ruins, There ore severol

different lrips ond eoch should be mode the moin feoture of o holf doy

of sight-seeing. You moy drive in your own cor lo the vicinity of the ruins

or moy use the outomobile service provided by Spruce Tree Lodge ($L00

for o 2- or 3-hour round trip). lf you hove o comero toke on omple supply

of film. Field glosses ore helpful for use ot stops olong the meso rim where

troilside exhibits, viewfinders, etc., Poini oul more remote ruins in the

conyons below ond on distont wolls.

CTIFF PATACE

PARK POINT LOOKOUI: Don't foil lo view the sunsel from Pork Poini
Lookout (oltitude 8572 feer), This observotion stotion on the highest sum.

mit in Meso Verde offers o commonding ponoromo of mountoin ond deserl
topogrophy ond overlooks the Four Corners country on the Novoio Reser.

volion, the only point in the U. S. common lo four stotes. The ronger on

duty will exploin how forest fires ore detected ond will poini oul scenic

ond scientific feolures of the remorkoble londscope. Use your own cg,
for this twenly-one-mile round trip.

EVENING CAMPFIRE: Rongers leclure eoch evening ot compfirc circle

obout 100 yords norlh of Spruce Tree Lodge; in roiny weother ot Muscum

ouditorium. Archoeologists tell the story of the oncienl people who built fhe

greot ruins of Meso Verde ond of present doy lndion inhobitonis of tha

region, Novoio dqnce teom frequently demonslroles lribol donces snd

chonls, No visitor should miss the experience of ottending lhera compfire
meeiings which ore voried eoch evening lo provide onc of the most im.

porlont feotures of the Pork educolionol service.

TRATL TRIPS: There ore mony fine lroils to templ those wilh o yen for
individuol pioneering lo explora meso lops ond conyons ond to visit hiddon

ond little-known ruins. Hikers should gei free mop, permil, ond deloiled
inslructions ot lhe Muscum.

HORSEBACK TRIPS: Soddle horses ore ovqiloble for rides on meso lop
troils or longer holf- ond full-doy lrips into the conyons to remole un-

excovoled ruins. Arrongements con olso be mqde for longer horsebock

trips to r.mot€ conyons ond mountoins. Obioin detoiled informolion from

cowboy guides ot evening compfire, or ol the hitching rock iusi north of
the Museum; Lgdga personnel will be glod to help orronge rides for
guesti or cosuol visitors,

The obovc is o somple .f ,r" ,",r1. ond inleresting feolures pro-

vided by the Governmenl for your enioyment during the lwo or more doys

while you ore cxploring Meso Verde Notionol Pork. For odvice on olher

trips ond oclivities, consult ony ronger or moke inquiry ot Museum,

What to See and Do
in, Mesa Verde
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PICTOR.IAL GUID€ TO TH€ C€NTER. OF ACTIVITI€.S IN MESA V€R.D€

N0TE: THE t0lt0wltlc RArE$ FOR THE SEAS0I{ 0t

ACCOTNMODATIONS IN THE PAR,K

T954 ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE ON PENDIT{G GOVERNMENT APPROVAI

sEAsON OF I954-MAY 15 TO OGTOBER 15

SPRUCE TREE LODGE: lobby, Dining Room, Lunch Counier, Sodo Foun-
toin, Sipopu (Bor), ond Gifr Shop ore in moin building. Sleeping occom-
modolionr ore in odiocent or neorby cqbins. Room rotes ore os follows;

--Two Persons--
Singlc Double Twin Additionol

Occuponcy Bed Beds Person

Room, in Tcnt-cobin, Hotol typc
furnishings ond seruice...... $3.5O

Room, smqll, wilhout bqth........ 3.75
Room, smoll, with bqth............ 5.25
Room, lorge wiih both............ 6.25

OABINS FOR HOUSEKEEPING: Register ot Spruce Tree Lodge. Cobins

hove besl modern conveniences: Hot ond cold woter in every room,

sloves for cooking, elc. There is o convenienl grocery storc ncqr lha
Lodge. Rotes ore qs follows;

---Occuponcy--- Twin Additionol
Single Doublc Bcds Person

Room, lorge, with kitchen ql-

cove, boihroom (shower), ond

hotel type furnishings, including

linen* ............. $4.8O $5.25 $5.75 ll.50

There sre 2-room cobins ovoiloble, occommodoting 3 to 7 persons.

*For use of dishes ond pons, odd 25c per person.

$4.sO $5.OO $r.2s
5.OO 5.OO 1.50
6.50 7.50 I.sO
7,50 A.75 r.50

mEAtS AND nEFRESHmENTS: The Coffee Shop ot the Lodge offcrs good meols ol moderole prices. Club breokfost from 45c to $1.4O;
Lunch, complete, 8Oc lo $1.95; Dinner, complele, $t.5O to $2.5O.
Thc lunch Counlcr ond Sodo Fountoin ore on lhe south porch of thc Lodge ond moy be reoched through lhe side entronce.

Thc sipopu (Bor), olso ot the Lodge, is well hidden bul moy be locoted by diligent explorers.



MESA VERDE DIRECTORY

Fot locolions, see "oirplone view" of Pork Heodquoriers oreo on

reverse side of th'rs sheet.

TODGE-CABINFTENIS: I00 yords soulh of goYernment heodquorters.

tlEALS: Dining room ond lunch counter ore ot Lodge close to poinl

where oll trips stori. Moderote prices.

SODA FOUNfAIN AND LUNCH COUNTER: On south porch, reoched

through Lodgc side entronce.

SIPAPU (Bor)3 Al Lodge; well hidden, bul moy be locoted by diligent

explorers.

PHOTOGRAPHTC Fllll, CUnlOt POST GARDS: At Lodge lobbv,

newsslond, ond gift shop.

NAVAJO SILVER JEWELRY AND RUGS: Notive croftsmen ot work

neor Lodge entronce' Disploy in gift shop off lobby. Lodge cooperotes

with government in hondling only oulhentic lndion mode iewelry ond

other notive hondicroft ol reosonoble prices.

PUBtfC CATIPGROUND: On the rim in the 'Plozo Areo' qbout 200

yords north of the Lodge. Meols con be token convenienlly ot Lodge

coffee shop or lunch counler.

SfORE: Grocerics, meots, vegetobles. bokery goods, ice creom, sodo

pop, etc. Locoted neor Lodge.

GASOLTNE AND ftRE REPATRS! Service siotion is odiocent to the

store.

LAUNDRY AND DnY CLEANING! Commerciol two'doy service moin'

toined through slore.

TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH SERVIGE: At Lodse,

PUBIIC COIVIFORf SfAT!ONS: ln bosement of Noturol History Mu'

seum ond olso in Public Comp Ground'

FIRSf AfD SfAffON: 100 yords noilh of museum. Registered nurse

in chorge.

MUSEUM: At Pork Heodquorlers ond ot cenler of octivities. Spend on

hour or two before ioking guide irips to ruins'

SPRUCE TREE RUIN: The first big ruin you will see' Get first view fro4
bolcony of Noturol History Museum.

GUIDED TRIPS TO RUTNS: Government mointoins free guide service'

Use your own cor or the very convenient bus service from the Lodge

of $l.OO per trip. Obtoin full detoils obout trips oi Lodge or Museum.

HIKING f RIPS: Ask ot Museum or consult ony ronger regording

hiking lrips to little known ruins'

SADDLE HORSE fRlPS: Horses moy ba ranted by the hour or doy for

Meso troils or for trips inlo conyons qnd to little known unexcovoted

ruins. Moka inquiry ot hitching rock north of Museum, ol evening

compfire, or ot Lodge Officc.

EVENING CAMPFIRE LECTURE: Compfire circle is on conyon rim I00
yords norlh of lodge; in cose of inclemenl weolher, meeting is held

in Museum. Rongers tell obout lndions, ruins, irips, elc.

NAVAJO INDIANS: Meso Verde is odiocent to the Novolo Reservq-

lion; mony nolives work here during lhe summer. Silversmilhs ond rug

weovers demonstrote notive qrls ond crofls neor entronce to Lodge; no

cho rge.

ARf EXHIBIT: ln Museum oudilorium.


