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Winding its way through 
American History 
)tretching from the Mississippi River in Natchez through rhe Shoals area in Alabama and across the 

Trnnessee Valley to Nashville, the Old Trace was ftr~1 usl'd hy American Indians. In the early 1800s, it 

was the main return route for Ohio Valley traders who, r.u hn than fight the Mississippi currents, sold 

their flatboats for the value of their timber in Natchn .ind w.dked home through Choctaw and Chickasaw 

tl'rritory via the Old Trace. 

By mid-century, steamboats made the trek unneccss.11 j·, ind the Old Trace disappeared into the trees. 

I oday, the 444-mile National Scenic Byway and All 1\ 111u·1Lan Road has emerged as one of America's 

most important examples of our nation's natural and rnltural heritage. Administered by the National Park 

Service, the road's non-commercial environment coupkd with a wide variety of historic sites, wayside 

exhibits and beautiful venues make it a memorable <fl-q 1nacion for an unhurried trip that both reveals and 

explains a unique time in our country's history. 
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Ii. Mlssi~sippi River -NATCHEZ 

.2. Windsor Ruins -PORT GIBSON 

r 3. Historic Courthouse -RAYMOND 

r 4. Clinton's Olde Towne -CLINTON 

I 5. Ross Barnett Reservoir -RIDGELAND 

~· MS Craft Center -RIDGELAND 

I 7. Historic Downtown -KOSCIUSKO 

fa. Little Village -FRENCH CAMP 
-·------· ---------
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Natchez Trace Parkway Visitor 
' Center -TUPELO 

lo, Elvis Presley Birthplace -TUPELO 



A southern start in NATCHEZ is a nice way to begin 
your journey. Choose from carriage rides through the 
city and tours of some of the South's most historic 
homes to walking tours through downtown and a 
candlelight dinner overlooking the Mississippi River. 
This picturesque river town has a romantic history of 
grandeur and charm with un ique restaurants, antique 
stores and bed and breakfast inns. 

800.647.6724 * visitnatchez.org 

About 40 miles outside of Natchez is the historic town 
of PORT GIBSON that features homes, churches and 
public buildings in a town General U.S. Grant declared 
"t00 ~,, t bum." The Ruins of W indsor showcase 
the stark beauty of the once stately Greek Rl·viv.d 
mansion and offers visitors a glimpse ba kin t i11w. 

601.437.4351 * portgibsonchamber.com 

Another 40 miles north brings you to the ~mal l 

antebellum city of RAYMOND. Raymon d wclcoml'\ 
visitors with its picturesque charm and C ivil W.1r 
history. A driving tour highlights the historic Hind , 
County Courthouse (1859) and the architectura l 
heritage of a National Register Historic Dist ri t. The 
Confederate Cemetery and the Civil War Battlcll ·Id 
with its walking trail offer opportunities 
to explore history. 

601.857.8041 * raymondms.com 

Just north of Raymond lies CLINTON, a historic 
city whose visitor center features an array of historical 
artifacts, fine art and gift items created by local 
artisans . The beautiful brick streets in Clinton's 
Olde Towne accent unique shops, nearby restaurants 
and hotels perfectly demonstrating why Clinton is a 
Main Street Community. History buffs will enjoy the 
numerous historical landmarks. 

601.924.2221 * clintonms.org 
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Driving through Mississippi's capital city ofJackson 
brings you to RIDGELAND. This charming city h a~ 
distinctive lodging and dining and is home to the 
Mississippi Craft Center and the Ridgeland Retail Trail. 
Situated along the Ross Barnett Reservoir, Ridgeland 
presents visitors with an environment of natural beau ty, 
wondcrrul attract10ns, out randing recreational 
faci lities, multi-purpose trail and is Mississippi's premier 
shopping destination. 

800.468.6078 * visitridgeland.com 
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Leaving Ridgeland, the Ross Barnett Reservoir 
parallels the Parkway for several miles and offers 
some of Mississippi's mos t beautiful scenery. An 
hour north of the reservoir is KOSCIUSKO, one 
of the oldest remaini ng settlements on the Parkway 
and once a campsite for travelers making the long 
trip from Natchez to Nashville. Today, visitors 
can enjoy a variety of antique shops, restaurants 
and a bed and breakfast inn. Kosciusko celebrates 
the birthplace of Oprah Winfrey and the annual 
Natchez Trace Festival. 

662.289.2981 * cityofkosciusko.com 

FRENCH CAMP, 22 miles north of Kosciusko, was 
established circa 1810 by Louis LeFleur as LeFleur's Stand. 
This stop includes a Visitors Center, Council House Cafe, 
historic village, bed & breakfast inn, museum,crafts and 
sorghum making. Less than 15 minutes from French 
Camp is Jeff Busby, featuring picnic and camping 
areas, self-guiding trails and an overlook that is one of 
Mississippi's highest points (603 feet) . 

662.547.9464 * frenchcamp.org 

Continuing the journey northward brings you to TUPELO 
.ind the headquarters for the Parkway. Located at rhc 
Parkway Visitor Center are self-guiding trails, restroom\, 
cx hihit s and an orientation film. Visitors can also enjoy 
' l upclo'~ museums, numerous restau rants and hotel,, 
histon al me~ an auracaons, in u mg th I , 1 

Birthpla c, Tupelo Automobile Museum anJ 1 he T11pdo 
Buffalo Park. 
800.533.0611 * tupelo.net 
Parkway Visitor Center * 800.305.7417 nps.gov/11.11 r 

TISHOMINGO COUNTY- Located in the foothill' of" 
the Appalachian Mountain's-beautiful vistas and home 10 

Woodall Mountain, the highest point in Mississippi, two 
award-winning state parks, a national park, 50,000 acrl'\ 
oflakes, more than 12,000 acres of protected hunti ng 
areas and 10 Corps of Engineers parks. An outdoor 
enthusiast's paradise - caves, canyons, swing bridge, 
covered bridge and miles of hiking trails and streams 
perfect for canoeing, fishing and swimming. Take a bn,1k 
at our quaint restaurants and cafes, arts and craft shops 
and the old Tishom.irr5v County Courthou.:>c ~.,1uscum, 
once the "Marriage Capitol of the South." 

662.423.0051 * tishomingofunhere.org 

<33o.o I 
Heading out of Tishomingo County, ALABAMA is < 33z.O I 
practically next door. COLBERT FERRY, located < 336.0 I 
on the Trace about 18 miles after you enter the 338.0 
state, offers beautiful picnic, fishing and boating areas. 

The SHOALS AREA- Tuscumbia, Sheffield, Muscle 
Shoals and Florence-is located some 15 minutes east 
of the Trace where notable attractions in Tuscumbia 
include the Helen Keller Birthplace and childhood 
home and the Alabama Music Hall of Fame. Visitors 
can experience unique architecture at the Frank Lloyd 
Wright-designed Rosenbaum home and then jazz their 
blues away at the W.C. Handy, "Father of the Blues," 
Birthplace and Museum in Florence. Visit the area's 
recording studios to discover Muscle Shoals music in 
"Sweet Home Alaham.a." 

MUSCLE SHOALS, SHEFFIELD & TUSCUMBIA 
800.344.0783 * visitshoalsal.com 
FLORENCE * 888.356.8687 * visitflorenceal.com 

Passing through the Shoals area leads to the Wayne County 
Welcome Center in COLLINWOOD, TENNESSEE 
where friendly volunteers tout attractions like Collinwood's 
Old Depot Library, the only surviving building associated 
with the Tennessee Western Railroad. Tour the small 
museum at the Center, learn about local festivals and 
enjoy rural attractions like canoeing, fishing and hunting. 

931.724.4337 * waynecountychamber.org 
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Heading north, fi nd the grave of Meriwether Lewis of 
the Lewis and Clark fame. Here are self-guiding trails, 
campgrounds, restrooms and a picnic area alongside a creek 
for some playful fun. A~,, u ru:inue north through a scenic 
landscape of forests, streams and waterfalls, tour the 
attractions of Hohenwald, ranging fTom an Amish-Mennonite 
settlement to a 60's era commune, plus a natural history 
museum, wineries, the Elephant Sanctuary in the Tennessee 
Welcome Center, an art gallery, golfing and much more. 

931.796.4084 * hohenwaldlewischamber.com 

Just northeast of Hohenwald are the communities of 
LEIPER'S FORK and FRANKLIN. Historic Leiper's 
Fork combines an eclectic mix of country simplicity and 
sophisticated charm. Experience outdoor lawnchair theatre, 
antiques, artisan and unique gift shops and country 
cooking. Rich in history, Franklin is just minutes from 
Music City with the beauty of Victorian and Antebellum 
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.1rchitecture backdropped by a rolling countryside. Known 
for its award-winning Main Street and small time charm, 
Franklin showcases antique galleries, unique shops in 
11~ historic downtown district and Civil War history. 

LEIPER'S FORK visitldpersfork.com 

FRANKLIN * 866.253.9207 * visitwilliamson.com 

Nearing NASHVILLE is the architecturally stunning 
double arch bridge separating the Parkway and Tennessee 
Highway 96 followed by the northern terminus of the 
Parkway and access to Interstate Highway 40. 

From history and sports to music of all genres, the city 
is full of fun and entertainment. In Music City, visitors can 
choose from over 40 fascinating attractions, a special events 
calendar jammed with things to do, live music all day, every 
day in over 200 live music venues throughout the city 
and a fabulous array of some of Tennessee's best restaurants. 

800.657.6910 * visitmusiccity.com 

VISITOR INFORMATION & S .CIAL EVENTS ALONG THE TRACE AT WWW.SCENICTRACE.COM EMERGENCY NUMBER 911 
STATEWIDE TRAVEL INFORMATION MISSISSIP I • 866.SEE.MISS • WWW.VISITMISSISSIPPl.ORG ALA 1A • 800.252.2262 •WWW.ALABAMA.TRAVEL TENNE ;SEE• 800.G02.TENN • WWW.TNVACATION.COM 
The Natchez Trace Compact Inc. is an independent organization r de up of Mississippi, Alabama and Tennessee and the communities a1on near the Parkway and operates under a Memorandum of Understa nding the National Pork Service but is not directly connected to the NPS. 


