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AIDS TO NAVIGATION 

The Delaware River was, and continues to be, a 
major artery for ocean-going vessels as well as 
smaller ships. The many vessels using the river 
needed naviga- -JL tional aids to guide and 
direct them. JDML D a n g e r o u s shoals 
were marked '~~=sa with lights built out 
in the water. *" w ^ f t k Many of these. 
such a s , ^ l Mk. the Ship John 

Shoal Light, though difficult to see from the main
land, are still used today. Range lights, such as Finns 
Point Rear Range Light, were used in pairs to al
low ships to pinpoint their location. The Captain 
would sight along the two lights, one taller than the 
other, and their alignment assured him that his ship 
was in the safe channel. 

Tributaries opening into the Delaware Bay spawned 
small lighthouses for the many fishing and recre
ational boats of the area. East Point Light is one of 
the few small lighthouses still standing. Its auto
matic light works to guide boats safely in and out 
of the harbor. 

COASTAL DEFENSE 

During the Revolutionary War, skirmishes were 
fought between British and American ships for 
control of the vital Delaware Bay. Many coastal 
communities were involved in the War for Inde
pendence; Greenwich even had its own 'Tea 
Party." Hancock House State Historic Site at 
Hancock's Bridge, commemorates the site of a 
retaliation in 1778 by British soldiers on patriots 
who supplied provisions to Washington's army 
camped at Valley Forge. 

The threat of war with Spain led 
to the 1890s construction of Fort 
Mott, with its disappearing guns, 
to protect the port of Philadelphia. 
These guns loaded, fired, and then 
"disappeared" behind the protection of a 

camouflaged concrete wall that blended into the sea
shore landscape. Unsuspecting ships would never 
see the weapons firing upon them. 

Finn's Point National Cemetery was designated as 
a burial ground for Confederate prisoners who died 
in the prison camp at Fort Delaware. Approximately 
2,400 Confederate and 300 Union soldiers are bur
ied in the cemetery. 

DELSEA REGION 
MARITIME HISTORY 

The maritime heritage of the New Jersey coast is 
rooted in the interdependent stories of trade, navi
gation and defense. The resources of the ocean, 
bays, adjacent rivers and tributaries supported the 
fishing trades, which in turn sustained boat build
ing and related industries. Navigable waterways and 
protected harbors encouraged inter-city commerce. 
Lighthouses were built to warn mariners of haz
ards to their ships and prevent loss of crew and 
cargo. Defense of port cities ensured that maritime 
trade would continue. 

INDUSTRY AND TRADE 

Fishing and boat building have been associated with 
the coast since the days of the Lenni Lenape. By 
the 1900s, boat building and other maritime indus
tries were supported by the thriving oyster trade in 
the Delaware Bay. Shad, sturgeon and crab were 
also part of the fishing industry. Ships carried New 
Jersey agricultural goods to ports around the coun
try. Today, remnants of coastal New 
Jersey's 19th and early 20th cen
tury maritime economies can still 
be found in fishing vessels work
ing the Bay and in small industries 
found in coastal communities. 
Along some of the back roads, you 

As you explore the 
DELSEA RE
GION of the New 
Jersey Coastal 
Heritage Trail, you 
will discover re
minders of the past 
and contemporary 
examples of our 
maritime heritage. 

can see modern examples of traditional trades, 
such as boat building. Towns with evocative 
names like Bivalve and Shellpile are still sup
porting maritime industries, carrying the past into 
the present. 



Sites, Points of Interest, and Welcome Centers 
- Maritime Theme - New Jersey Coastal Heri
tage Trail 

-& Regional Welcome Centers are full-
service sites offering trail and regional 
orientation, NJCHT exhibits, a video, 
and brochures. These sites are open at least 
5 days a week, including weekends. 

• Sites have staff, exhibits, restrooms and 
are open at least 5 hours per day, 5 days 
per week including one weekend day. 
Open regular hours with full services. 

D Sites are open less frequently and/or 
have limited services. 

O A Point of Interest is a scenic view or 
site with an interpretive wayside exhibit 
explaining its relevance to the Maritime 
History Theme. Most of these areas have 
no information staff and no services. 
Interpretive exhibits for most will be 
developed sometime during the winter 
and spring of 1993-94. 

Delsea Region 

Cumberland County: 
D 1. Delaware Bay Schooner Project 
O 2. East Point Lighthouse 

3. Fortescue State Marina 
Salem County: 
-& 4. Fort Mott State Park (Interim 

Welcome Center) 
D 5. Finn's Point National Cemetery 

6. Finns Point Rear Range Light 
O 7. Hancock House State Historic Site 

KEY: 

W Regional Welcome Center 
(49) State Road 
11531 County Road 

—. — NJCHT Regional Border 
1 Maritime Site 

The New Jersey Coastal Heritage Trail is being developed cooperatively by the Na
tional Park Service, the State of New Jersey, and many organizations working to pre
serve the State's natural and cultural heritage. The trail is still growing - as new sites are 
added, they will be identified by the New Jersey Coastal Heritage Trail logo. 

For further information contact: New Jersey Division of Travel and Tourism, CN 826, 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625 or National Park Service, New Jersey Coastal Heritage 
Trail, P.O. Box 118, Mauricetown, New Jersey 08329. 


