
A POINT IN TIME -

GREEN SPRINGS

NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK DISTRICT*

Green Springs is an area of 14,000 acres of
gently rolling farmlands in Louisa County,
Virginia, named for its spring, famous for
medicinal cures in the 19th century.

Located here is an unusual assemblage of rural
buildings representing every phase of develop-
ment of American architecture. The buildings
range from Colonial to Romatic villa style, from
simple farmhouses to elegant plantations.
Thirty-five of these properties are considered
architecturally significant and six are individual-
ly registered on the National Register of Historic
Places.

*Please note: All of the sites and properties
identified in this information pamphlet are
privately owned. None of these homes are open
to the public. Please respect private property
and do not enter any of these areas without
prior approval of the land owner.

Thank you.
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The following list represents the majori-
ty of the major structures of historic
signitieance located \\'ithin the Green
Springs National Historic Landmark

District.
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§ Bracketts - 1791
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BRACKETI'S Since 1791

Brackett's is named for an early owner of the
land who, having built a small house there, sold
his holdings to Major James Watson of Ionia.
Major Watson gave Brackett's to his son, Major
David Watson, in about 1800. The 18th century
dwelling is incorporated in a much larger struc-
ture built in the late 1850's by the Watson fam-
ily along the lines of Downing's villa designs.
The Downing concepts are beautifully reflected
in the double parlors, especially in their graceful
arches. The early 19th century servants quar-
ters, old kitchen, and some 18th century out-
buildings are still intact.

WESTEND 1845

Westend was built by Susan Dabney Morris Wat-
son, widow of Dr. James Watson of Brackett's.
After her marriage to Dr. Watson she lived at
Brackett's until her husband died. With the help
of Colonel .Tames Magruder of Frascatti in
Orange County, Mrs. Watson designed Westend
in the Roman Revival style. The house is
particularly noted because of the originally
matching orangeries flanking the central
columned portion. Six dependencies are still
standing.



KENMUIR ca. 1850

Kenmuir is a white, frame, three-story early
Victorian home. Of particular interest are the
original diamond triple sash, walk-through win-
dows on the first floor. The diamond panes
are continued in the windows of the second and
third floors - - an unusually fine feature. The
garden is set off by winding paths which pass
under arched boxwoods. At the edge of the gar-
den is the 18th century Ragland house. The
farm Kenmuir secured its patent prior to 1725,
having been issued from Williamsburg. In 1865
Wellington Gordon, builder of the present home,
opened Green Springs Academy at his residence.
This Academy was a "select school for boys"
which concentrated on a course of study for
acceptance at the University of Virginia.
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BOSWELL'S TAVERN 1735

Boswell's Tavern is one of the best preserved
18th century ordinaries in Virginia. The Tavern
retains its two-foot-wide paneling, the small
hand-carved staircase and the hand hewn
wooden cloak pegs in the center hall. One stair-
case, known as the "damsel's staircase" or the
"daughter's stairway," leads from the master
bedroom upward into the chamber in which
slept young ladies of the house. The Tavern
bar, which originally stood in the entrance hall,
has been removed and sent to Williamsburg, but
the grated window, through which flagons of ale
were passed, remains. Lafayette camped at the
Tavern in June 1781 while moving southward to
intervene between Cornwallis and the military
stores in Albemarle County.



HAWKWOOD 1851-54

Hawkwood is one of the most important
romantic country houses in America, and a
house of major significance in the record of
American architectural history. Designed by the
well-known New York architect, Alexander
Jackson Davis, for Richard Overton Morris,
Hawkwood is a romantic Tuscan villa, showing
the consummate skill in asymmetical massing for
which its architect was noted. This home was,
unfortunately, damaged by fire in 1982. Davis'
original plans, drawings, and correspondence
regarding Hawkwood are in the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York City.

ST. JOHN'S CHAPEL 1888

St. John's Episcopal Chapel was erected by the
Overton, Morris, and Watson families after the
Civil War when coaches and carriages, as well as
money were less abundant and a neighborhood
place of worship became necessary. The chapel
is in good condition with original furnishings
and with the original yellow pine, unpainted in-
terior. It is an excellent example of carpenter
Gothic architecture. Many Watsons, Morrises,
and Overtons are buried in the adjoining grave-
yard.



BEREA BAPTIST CHURCH 1857

Berea Church is an unusual example of the
transition from Classical Revival to the Gothic
style of church architecture. The congregation
was established in 1795 but the present brick
building was not built until 1857. In 1914 and
1915 Sunday School rooms, a carriage porch,
and the central stained glass window were in-
stalled. Over the years more memorial windows
have been added. The nearby graveyard con-
tains the graves of many local families: Chewn-
ing, Dickinson, Henson, Wood, Rosson, to name
a few.

MADDOX COUNTRY STORE ca. 1870

Mr. Maddox's country store appears much as it
might have shortly after the Cival War. The
store has all its original counters, protective
shutters and much of the original store equip-
ment. Beneath the 20th century porch roof one
can still see the simple Tuscan pilasters. The
local residents, both past and present, rely on
this store for provisions and as a gathering place
where one may discuss events of the day. Adja-
cent to the store is Mr. Maddox' residence, a fine
1880's Victorian frame home.



PROSPECT HILL Since 1732

Prospect Hill is a large plantation, most of which
was built in the 19th century but which also in-
corporates the remnants of an early 18th cen-
tury dwelling. The house shows the various
tastes of periods from the Downing Country
Villa gingerbread of the 1850's to the Classical
Revival columns of the early 1900's. The inter-
ior spiral staircase has a simple beauty and the
rooms are comfortable and rambling. Flanking
the house are six outbuildings: kitchen, smoke
house, ice house, slave house, spinning house,
and an office which was later used as a school
house. It is a living example of the total planta-
tion complex.



IONIA ca. 1770

This property is one of the best preserved story-
and-a-half plantation houses of its type in Vir-
ginia. Built by Major James Watson, Ionia was
the original seat of the Watson family which
built several of the other houses in Green
Springs. The house is surrounded by its original
outbuildings, including a dairy house, kitchen,
smoke house, slave quarters, and one of the
oldest timber barns in Virginia; which is equip-
ped with some of its original H-L hinges. The
Virginia author and editor of the Southern Lit-
erary Messenger, George W. Bagby, describes
Ionia as "The cunningest old countryhouse a
heart could wish. Hidden away in a deep yard,
filled with ancient trees, ... it is a nest in which
I could be very ha ppy. "

PRESERVATION AND CONSERVATION
EASEMENTS

The Historic Green Springs, Incorporated
(HGSI), a non-profit corporation of individuals,
united in 1971 to protect the cultural and na-
tural resources of the area from adverse develop-
ment. This group acquired preservation ease-
ments from land owners and offered them to the
Department of Interior, which accepted them in
1978.

These conservation easements cover 6,781
acres of the 14,000 acre historic district. The
National Park Service holds 5,492 acres under
easement; the Commonwealth of Virginia holds
an easement on 591 acres; and Historic Green
Springs, Inc. holds easements on 695 acres with-
in the district.

NATIONAL RECOGNITION

The District was placed on the National Register
of Historic Places in March 1973 and declared a
National Historic Landmark District by the Sec-
retary of the Interior in 1974.

The National Register of Historic Places which is
managed by the National Park Service is the of-
ficial list of the Nation's cultural resources wor-
thy of preservation and this recognition as well
as the Secretary of the Interior's designation in
1974 of the area as a National Landmark recog-
nizes the area as one of the outstanding districts
in the country.

The District is a historical record of early Ameri-
can architecture preserved in harmony with the
landscape. The individual elements, the houses
and sites of Green Springs, and the proximity of
each to the next, make up a whole property
much more significant than any individual part.



Historic Green Springs, Inc.
P.O.Box5l5
Gordonsville, VA 22942

HISTORIC GREEN SPRINGS, INC. is
dedicated to the preservation of this unique
area. This organization cooperatively manages
the Green Springs area with the National Park
Service and the Commonwealth of Virginia.

The easements held by the U. S. Depart-
ment of Interior, National Park Service in the
Green Springs District are under the immediate
charge of:

Superintendent
Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania

National Military Park
P. O. Box 679
Fredericksburg, VA 22404


