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GUIDE TO GREATER

WASHINGTON NATIONAL PARKS

Welcome to the Greater Washington National Parks!

Throughout our region, special places have been set aside as National Parks to

protect important natural areas, preserve our diverse cultural heritage, and memorialize the herdes and great moments of our nation

These places also provide extraordinary recreational and i iti iti i i '
educational opportunities for our i ichi

ol o il = ry! e : PP . commqmtles, playing a vital role in enriching

quality y life. To residents and visitors alike, Greater Washington National Parks offer great history, great nature, and great fun.

This map and guide is intended to entice you to visit your Greater Washington National Parks.
than 700 individual sites, ranging from community parks that serve as neighborhood gathering places to national monuments that attract
visitors from around the world. Serving more than 40 million visitors annually, Greater Washington National Parks encompass more than 87,000
acres of parkland and open space with thousands of historic structures and archeological sites; hundreds of miles of trails, bike paths,
riverfront, scenic parkways, and historic canals, and numerous statues, presidential memorials, historic forts, Civil War battlefields, and The ,\Vhlte Hpouse.

Together, these National Parks contain more

The National Park Service is proud to care for these special places and invites you to Experience Your America in the Greater Washington National Parks.
T(.) find 01.1t how you can get involved in supporting them, contact the National Park Foundation/Greater Washington National Parks Fund, 11 Dupont
Circle, Suite 600, Washington, DC 20036. Phone 202-238-4170. Email: GreaterWashington@nationalparks.org: Website: www.nationalparks.org.

Antietam and Monocacy National Battlefields,
Maryland

Antietam commemorates one of the bloodiest, most ferocious
battles in U.S. history, when, on September 17, 1862, the Union
Army stopped Robert E. Lee's first advance into the North.

The battlefield is among the best preserved in the nation. The
visitor center has exhibits and audiovisual programs. Hiking,
fishing, cross-country skiing, horseback riding, *mnping and
picnicking are also popular activiti ntietam is l()utcd 25 mllcs
Md. Dlrectl(ms Traveli
take exit 29; coming west, exit 297, and pumu.d south for

from Frederic

miles on Md. Route 65. Traveling north-south on Interstate 81,
rht on Route 65

and travel 5 miles. Visitor center is open 8:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. Daily

take exit 1, Route 68 east to me\ 65. Turnr

n summer; 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. in winter. Clc »sed Tt
Christmas and New Year's Day. Entrance fee.
Phone 301-432-5124. Website: www.nps.gov/anti.

Monocacy preserves the July 9, 1864, Civil War battlefield where
{Inion forces were defeated by the Confederate Army but still
marshalled a successful defense of Washington, D.C. The
battle was the last Confederate attempt to carry the Civil War

1to the north. Hiking, b king, bird watching, and cross cou
, (, 41l Mill Visitor € z

Sobularach

daily 8:00 -
Day bor D y). )!\"\\;

8:0(

L‘\‘JA\ throug

. - 4:30 p.m., November - March. Closed Thanksgiving,
Christmas, and New Year's Day. Directions: From the north,
east, or west 1-70, take exit 54 (Market Street), then south on
Maryland Route 355. Gambrill Mill Visitor Center is located
one-tenth of a mile south of the Monocacy River bridge. From
the south, I-270, take exit 26 (Urbana), then left onto Rt. 80 for
two-tenths of a mile to stop sign, and left onto Rt. 355 North.
Gambrill Mill Visitor Center is located 3.7 miles north on Rt. 355.
Phone 301-662-3515. Website: www.nps.gov/mono.

C & O Canal National Historical Park,
District of Columbia and Maryland

The historic Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, planned to link the
nation's capital to the developing West, runs para lel to the
Potomac River from Georgetown, in the District of Columbia,
to Cumberland, Maryland. The 184.5-mile long towpath
preserves both history and nature. There are many access

points to the park, as well as six visitor centers from Georgetown
to Cumberland. The canal towpath, the backbone of the Potomac
itace National Scenic Trail, is ideal for biking, hiking, cross

country skiing, and observing nature. Canoeing 3 ing are

r along watered sections of the canal and the Jhl]duint
Potomac River. Camping is allowed at several sites in the patk.

uarters can be reached

Open sunrise to dark daily. The park headq
at 301-739-4200. Website: www.nps.gov/choh.

Georgetown, District of Columbia

Experience a trip back in time on a mule-drawn canal boat. Narrated
trips travel through historic Georgetown, April - October. The
Georgetown Visitor Center is located at 1057 Thomas Jefferson

St., N\W. Phone 202-653-5190.

Great Falls, Maryland

Located about 15 miles northwest of the National Mall, at the

end of MacArthur Boulevard, are the Great Falls of the Potomac,

an excellent place for observing the scenic beauty of the Potomac
River Gorge. The Great Falls Tavern Visitor Center is located in a
19th-century building that once operated as a hotel and lockkeeper's
house. Mule-drawn canal boat rides depart from the visitor center,
Aptil - October. Several hiking trails start nearby including an
accessible boardwalk to the Great Falls Overlook. Access to the canal's
towpath is also available for hikers and cyclists. The Great Falls area
entrance is located at the intersection of Falls Rd. and MacArthur Blvd.
Directions: From 1-495 take exit 41 toward Carderock. From [-270
take exit 5 toward Potomac. The visitor center is closed Thanksgiving,
Christmas and New Year's Day. Entrance Fee. Phone 301-299-3613
or 301-767-3714.

Catoctin Mountain Park, Maryland

Originally created during the Great Depression by the Works
Progress Administration and the Civilian Conservation Corps,
this 5,700-acre park was designed to provide recreational camps
for groups. One of the camps eventually became the Presidentia

retreat Camp David, which is not open to the public. Catoct
a popular site for hiking, camping, picnicking, bird watching, f
wildlife observation, swimming, biking, cross country skiing,

snowshoeing, rock climbing, and horseback riding. Campgrounds
have restrooms, grills, tables, and trailer parking. Cabins are also
available from April-October. Heated dormitories, dining halls, and
conference spaces are available for groups in winter, spring, and fall.
The park is open year-round during daylight hours. Visitor center
hours: Monday through Thursday, 10:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.; Friday,
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday, 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.;
closed Martin Luther King Jtr. Day, Presidents' Day, Thanksgiving,

Christmas and New Year's Day. Located 65 miles north of Washington

Directions: From Route 15 north, exit onto Route 77 west,
continue approximately 3 miles, turn right onto Park Centra
for visitor center, on the right. From Route 77 east, turn le
Park Central Road. Phone 301-663-9388. Website:

George Washington Memorial Parkway,
Maryland and Virginia

The 7,600-acre George Washington Memorial Pa

CWay Protects

the landscape and native habitat of the Potomac Riv
and contains more than 25 sites associated with Ge
\\ ashington's life and the life of the nation he helped establish
The park headquarters can be reached at 703-289-2500.
Website: www.nps.gov/gwmp. Highlights of the park in

Arlington House, The Robert E. Lee Memorial,

Virginia

From 1831 to 1861, Robert I I.ee and his \\lt(. Mary Custis Lee
made this A took command

f Vireinia' > { 1 +4 2 . T -ated

and New Year's Day.
Website: www.nps.g

Belle Haven Park/I)\ ke Marsh Wildlife Prucr\c Virginia
Occupying the st
Belle Haven Pa
Marsh is a swamp £
nesting and feed: ies of birds; look
for ospreys, herons, ‘ Located south

of Old Town Alexandria along the Parkway. Phnm 703-289-2500.
Website: www.

serves as a vital

nps.gov/gwmp/dyke-marsh.html.

Built in 1891 a
served as a suppl
and Bam n's

I)a) and New
which bega
today itis a ¢
Directions: Fro
John exit; turn right on MacA
Phone 301-492-6245. Website: w

Great Falls Park, Virginia

Overlooks include views u,' the most dra
Potomac. Hiking, biki ]
country skiing, horsebz
are popular activities. Op
Day. The park is about
Directions: From I-495 take exit 13, \ a
west for 4.2 miles; right on Old Dom
park entrance. Entrance fee. Phon
Website: www.nps.gov/grfa.

Mount Vernon Trail, Virginia

A segment of the Potomac Heritage Natic
18.5-mile paved, multi-use trail connects M
the trailhead at Theodore Roosevelt Island. P

at locations along the Parkway. Phone 703-289-25

Website: www.nps.gov/gwmp/mvt.html

Harpers Ferry National Historical Park,
West Virginia

) its pre-1860 appearance. Explore Lo

15 of a once-thriving 19" -century industrial tows ng

5 ah River; Camp Hill, \\!t" its (>ld armory
dg\axmfm by civil wat and returned use as classroon
College. Hike to Maryland, Loudoun, and Bol
splendid vistas along the Appalachian Trail and other ¢

access to the C & O Canal. Fis

tration. Open 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m, daily. Closed
istmas, and New Year's Day. Entrance fee

) m W -.1snm\gmr. via [-270 and US. 34
1-535-6298. Website: www.ng

Manassas National Battlefield Park,

Virginia
The patk is the site of the two Civil War battles of Man
July 21, 1861, and Aug. 28-30, 18

/

Thomas L. Jackson
, fishing, bird watc
pular activities. The p
er is open 8:00 a.m. - 5

1 summer. Closed Tl
* e} m1l o £ 1\ - " s ~t
C ) mues west of Wa $ n Ncar nier

1d Va. 234. Directions: From | €

st, take exit 47A. Travel north on Va. 234, througt
The Henry H 1s I()(_Jt(,d at t()p
ight. Entrance fee 703-361-1339.

nps.gov/mana.

National Capital Parks-Central,
District of Columbia
Situat ng the eastern shore of the Potomac River in Washington,
pital Parks-Centra prised of eleven
inct units of the National Park System. The park has its origin in
\ e central core of
e natior i erving a multiplicity of purposes.
F cul ] ional areas, more

visitors numbering
rt of the nation's

experic numes 1d inspiring places that reflect
S ¢ Washington Monument,
e Lincoln, Jefferson, }'..ml\lm Delano Roosevelt, Vietnam Veterans,
d Korean War Memorials, the National Mall, Pennsylvania
ional Historic Park, Ford's Theatre, and the Old Post

he monument, and the
Square, Chinatown Park,
whout downtown. It is
nce Day Celebrations. Add

I, and the newest addition
rk t panese Amer Memonal to Patriotism, and the

recreation the park it e fr tootball, cricket, polo,
eby, er, and f ar ncession facilities

5 es of golf, mini-golf rvinge range, clubhouse, lessons,

¢ skating at Pershing

Jogging on the
Monument and

g the Potomac R* rer are especially

ngers and open to the public
2 Hours for other sites
Monument vary. Phone 202-426-6841.

ps.gov/nama

National Capital Parks-East,
District of Columbia and Maryland
Over 8,000 acres across 98 locations east of

have been set aside as National Parks in the Gre
area. They offer a

areas to be enjoye

Website: http:

Frederick Douglass Home, District of Colun

Born in slavers D

to become an «
rights for all peop
in the 21-room Vict
furnishings in the home represent D
was U.S. Ministe
of the neighborhood in the 188

and film. Open for tours m. - 5 p.n pr
October 14; all other times, to 4 p.n
Christmas, and New Year's Da

groups of 5 or more; phone 8 7-228
and W Streets, S.E. Directions: From 1-295
Luther King Jr. Ave., left on W St. S

to visitor center p I
Highway (Md. 210) n
bear right on Martin |
patking lot. From the Anacost
the Mt. Rainier B-2 bus to Doug
Website: www.nps.gov/frdo.

Fort Washington Park, Maryland

Fort Washington illustrates a significant portic
of American history and the continuing al
defend the United States. The visitor center has ¢
audiovisual program. Hikir

n Wasninguorn, 1
S 3 & ro dark storic Fort and viss

pe m. - 3 p-m. daily, April - September, and t
daily October - March. Directions: Fr 1-495, exit Ind
Highway (Md. 210), south, then «
the park. Phone 301-763-4 te: wwwnps.gov/ fow

Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens, District of Columbia

The only National Park devoted entire ¢

ater lilies and lotuses. Loc
on the east bank of the Anacostia River seven m
its junction with the Potomac, this mosaic of st
dikes forms an island of green next to the busy «
Washington's far northeast corner. An elevated
corner of the ponds provides access to a |
marsh, perhaps tl
marshes. The |
8am.-4pm. (
Day. Directions: I

12-acre sanctuary features exotic

» best example of tt

west to Lee St., £ St.to 40" S
right onto Anacost

entrance on the left

Phone 202-426

nto Fort Washington R

The White House and President’s Park,
District of Columbia

-ial residence of every

John Adams. Our first

Iped select the site for the mansion.
ames th an, an Irish-born

e President's House
1 office of the President.
Its occupants
ryv. Located at 1600 Pu*n\\ lvania Ave., N.W.
{ 1 about tour IIC]\LIN
nia Ave., N.W.

programs,

Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail,
District of Columbia, Maryland, Virginia,

Perm=\ lvania

n the mouth of the
Laurel Highlands

il corridor enc

unities and th

Mount
s of the Trail
mation is being
n organizations to
nge of recreational
10n contact the National
Website: wwwnps.gov/pohe.

1stic cabin
1930s, a
1e ( l hopawamsic
Ope tO ¢ ed 32 miles

s shing )5, exit 150,
riangle, ep 4 mile on the
- 703-221-7181

Rock Creek Park, District of Columbia

Established in 1890, Rock Creek Park is one of the nation's

oldest National Parks. Within 3,200 acres is offered 29 miles of
hiking trails, 11 miles of bridle trails, horse rentals, tennis courts,

an 18-hole golf course, athletic fields, dozens of picnic areas, and, at
Thompson's Boat House, rentals of canoes and rowboats.

(Phone 202-333-4861). The Park is open during daylight hours,

daily. Contact facilities within the park for specific hours of operation.
Most are closed on 4th of July, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New
Year's Day. The Rock Creek Nature Center offers guided nature walks
daily and has exhibits and planetarium xhn\\ s. (Phone 202-426-6828)
Programs at Peirce Mill illust the wor

century
gristmil entury Old
T'he 4,200 seat

sical shows A)LILt

>

mnfor m

WIWW.NOPS.gov /rocr.

The Greater Washington ‘\Tdtl()nal Parks Fund
The Greater Washington 1
to help support the Nati
of the Greater Wash
initative of the N
chartered nonprofi
in 1967, the National
cmmunon between
by raising private fur
partnerships, and increa
provide additional opportu
Washington National Par
and educational opport
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Celebrating 90 Years in the Outdoors




