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THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE AND YOU

The nation's cultural and natural

heritage is vast. To help ensure that our
national treasures are protected, the
National Park Service was established

"to conserve the scenery and the
natural and historic objects and the

wildlife therein and to provide for the
enjoyment of the same in such manner
and by such means as will leave them

unimpaired for the enjoyment of
future generations."
In 1872, the first National Park in the

world was created by an act of the
United States Congress. This park was

called Yellowstone. This was just the
beginning. Today there are almost 400
National Park Service areas. Three are

located in North Dakota. Theodore

Roosevelt National Park, Knife River

Indian Villages National Historic Site,
and Fort Union Trading Post National
Historic Site provide for unique
reflections on our country and its
people. The International Peace Garden

is an affiliated area of the National Park

Service. They are for your use and
enjoyment.

For detailed information on services

and available activities for any of
these areas in North Dakota,

^ call or write the park or
check their web site.

Visit All The National Parks in North Dakota

The Medora Visitor Center is located at

the south entrance of the park and has a
museum, theater, information desk, and
publications outlet. Roosevelt's Maltese
Cross Cabin is located next to the visitor

center. Open daily except Thanksgiving.
Christmas, and New Year's Day.
Cottonwood Campground is located

five miles from the Medora Visitor

Center along the loop drive. Water and
restrooms are available; no hookups.
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THEODORE ROOSEVELT
NATIONAL PARK

The colorful North Dakota Badlands provides the scenic backdrop to Theodore
Roosevelt National Park, which memorializes the 26th President for his enduring
contributions to the consen'otion of our nation's resources. The Little Missouri

River has shaped this land which is home to a variety of plants and animals.

SOUTH UNIT

The South Unit is located along 1-94. A paved, 36-mile
loop road includes scenic pullouis and interpretive signs that
explain some of the park's historical and natural features.
Painted Canyon Visitor Center is located seven miles east of

Medora on 1-94 and is open daily spring through fall; closed
during winter months. At Painted Canyon you will find an
information desk, an overlook, restrooms, picnic shelters,
tables, water, publications outlet, and exhibits.

The North Unit is located 15 miles

south of Watford City along U.S.
Highway 85. The distance between
Medora at the South Unit and the

visitor center in the North Unit is

70 mile.s.

The North Unit Visitor Center has

an information desk, a theater, exhibits, and a publications
outlet. Open daily during the summer; weekends and
most weekdays during the winter except federal holidays.
A 14-mile paved scenic drive from the entrance station

to the Oxbow Overlook provides turnouts and
interpretive signs.
Juniper Campground is five miles from the park

entrance. Water and restrooms are available; there is a
dump station but no hookups.

ELKHORN RANCH SITE
The Elkhorn Ranch Site, Roosevelt's principal home in

the Badlands, is located 35 miles north of the Medora
Visitor Center. The ranch buildings no longer exist, but a
model of the ranch can be seen in the Medora Visitor

Center Museum. Ask at the visitor center for access
information before going to the site. The Maah Daah Hey
Trail skirts along the western edge of the Elkhorn site.
Winter activities in the park include camping, cross

country ski tours, and wildlife viewing.
Summer interpretive program includes talks, cabin

tours, walks, and evening campfire programs.

For further information, write:
Superintendent, Theodore Roosevelt National Park
Box 7 • Medora, North Dakota 58645
701/623-4466 • www,nps.gov/thro




