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Come Visit America's Heartland

When one thinks of the National Park Service one

envisions deep canyons, steaming geysers, Civil War

battlefields, and endless mountains of forests with large furry
animals - one does not think of a National Park-like setting
in Ohio. But what makes the National Park Service (NPS)

unique is that it provides special places of history as well as
nature — both found here in Ohio. Take time to visit your

Ohio-National Parks -- come visit America's heartland.

HOPEWELL CULTURE

NATIONAL HISTORICAL

PARK

From about 200 BCE

to CE 500, the Ohio

River Valley was a focal

point of the prehistoric

Hopewell culture. The

Hopewell peoples left

behind great geometric

earthworks and ceremonial mounds. The Mound City

unit of the park preserves one of the largest known

concentrations of these mounds. The Visitor Center

features museum exhibits, an orientation film, and sales

area. Guided tours of the earthwork area are available.

The center is open daily 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., except

Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year's Day. There

is no entrance fee. The park also preserves Hopewell

Mound Group, Hopeton Earthworks, Seip Earth

works, and High Bank Works. For more information,

contact: Superintendent, 16062 State Route 104,

Chillicothe, Ohio 45601, (740) 774-1125,

www.nps.gov/hocu.

PERRY'S VICTORY

AND INTERNATIONAL

PEACE MEMORIAL

Constructed between 1912 and 1915, this massive memo

rial commemorates Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry's

decisive naval victory over a British fleet in the Battle of

Lake Erie during the War of 1812. This memorial

also inculcates the hard won lessons of international

peace through disarmament, arbitration, and

negotiation. Comprising 78 courses tif pink granite,

the 352-foot memorial is the largest Greek Doric

column in the world. An observation deck 317 feet

above Lake Erie is reached by elevator for a small fee.

The visitor center is free and contains exhibits, a DVD

presentation, and a cooperating association sales area.

The park is open daily

from late April to mid

October, and by ap

pointment the rest of the

year. The visitor center is

handicapped accessible.

For more information,

contact: Superintendent,

Box 549, Put-in-Bay,

Ohio 43456, (419) 285-

2184, www.nps.gov/pevi,

CUYAHOGA VALLEY

NATIONAL PARK
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The park encompasses

33,000 acres of the pas

toral Cuyahoga River

valley between Akron

and Cleveland, includ

ing forests, meadows,

streams, lakes, water

falls, rock outcroppings,

farm fields, historic

villages, and canal

resources. Year-round

activities include hiking, biking, skiing, nature study,

golfing, train rides, concerts, and more. The 20-mile-

long Ohio & Erie Canal Towpath Trail is fully acces

sible for bicycles and wheelchairs. Hale Farm & Village

is an outdoor museum of 19th-century life operated

by the Western Reserve Historical Society. Fees are

charged for some activities. For more information con

tact: Superintendent, 15610 Vaughn Road, Brecksville,

Ohio 44141, (216) 524-1497, www.nps.gov/cuva.

A daily listing of activities offered in the valley is avail

able at www.dayinthevalley.com.

DAYTON AVIATION

HERITAGE NATIONAL

HISTORICAL PARK

The lives and legacies of Wilbur Wright, Orville Wright

and Paul Laurence Dunbar are preserved within the

four units of the park. The Wright Cycle Company

Complex, located in the Wright brothers' neighbor

hood, consists of the Wright Cycle Company building

and the Wright-Dunbar Interpretive Center. Huff

man Prairie Flying Field Interpretive Center tells the

story of the flying field where the brothers learned

to control their flying machine in the air. The Wright

Brothers Aviation Center, located at Carillon Histori

cal Park, contains the 1905 Wright Flyer III, the world's

first practical airplane. The Paul Laurence Dunbar

House is where the poet, author, and acquaintance

of the Wright brothers

lived and worked prior

Co his death. Start your

tour at the Wright Cycle

Company Complex, 22 S.

Williams Street, Dayton,

Ohio 45402. For infor

mation contact:

Superintendent, P.O.

Box 9280, Dayton, Ohio

45409, (937) 225-7705,
www.nps.gov/daav.
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