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National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

The National Park Service in Virginia
Appalachian National Scenic Trail
Virginia at a Glance

Appomattox Court House
National Historical Park

Arlington House, The Robert E. Lee
Memorial

Beyond just the National Park areas shown on
this map, the National Park Service is at work
across Virginia, administering a number of
programs that offer technical assistance,
recognition and grants that help communities
preserve their own history and create close-tohome recreation opportunities. For further
information, visit www.nps.gov/communities.
National Park System units
21
National Trails
6
National Heritage Areas
3
World Heritage Areas
1
Historic Lighthouses
11
National Register of
Historic Places Listings
2,392
National Historic Landmarks
118
National Natural Landmarks
10
Historic Preservation
Tax Incentives (2005)
$128.6 million

The Appalachian National Scenic Trail (A.T.)
is a 2,175-mile long public footpath. Private
citizens built the trail and thousands like you
volunteer to maintain its footprint each year.

- Thomas Jefferson

Assateague Island National Seashore

Want to live on the edge? Visit Assateague
Island, a place re-created daily by wind and
water. Part of a barrier island network that
hugs the Atlantic Coast, this narrow stretch
of land provides 37 miles of coastline in
Maryland and Virginia. It is a dynamic
environment, a place where change is a part
of life on the land & in the water. Assateague
is a resting place for migratory birds &
marine life, a nesting place for threatened
Piping Plovers, home to wild horses, and
more. It is rich in the cultural heritage of
those who make their living on the water.

Blue Ridge Parkway

The diverse history and culture of the
southern Appalachian Mountains await
visitors along the Blue Ridge Parkway, the
nation's longest rural parkway. Connecting
Shenandoah National Park in Virginia with
Great Smokey Mountains National Park in
North Carolina, the parkway showcases
spectacular views of distant mountains and
neighboring valleys, along with the rich
cultural history of the Blue Ridge Mountains.

Booker T Washington National Monument

On April 5,1856, a child, who later called
himself Booker T. Washington, was born into
slavery on this 207-acre tobacco farm. The
realities of life as a slave in piedmont Virginia,
the quest by African Americans for education
and equality, and the post-war struggle over
political participation shaped his options and
choices.

Visitor Information:
Phone: 304-535-6331
www.nps.gov/appa

Visitor Information:
Phone: 434-352-8987 ext. 26
www.nps.gov/apco

Visitor Information:
Phone: 703-235-1530
www.nps.gov/arho

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 50
Harpers Ferry, WV 25425

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 218
Appomattox, VA 24522

Physical Address:
Arlington National Cemetery
Arlington, VA 22211

Cedar Creek and Belle Grove
National Historical Park

On these fields of the Shenandoah Valley,
Confederate troops under General Jubal
Early surprised a Union army on the
morning of October 19,1864 and appeared
on the verge of a major victory. By late
afternoon, however, General Philip Sheridan
had rallied his troops and nearly destroyed
Early's army. The Shenandoah Valley had
been permanently wrested from the
Confederacy. This land has also been home
to a vibrant Native American culture and a
variety of European settlers, all of whom
have left their mark on the land in the towns,
farmsteads & mills that grace the landscape.

Colonial National Historical Park

Retrace the steps of colonial settlers and
American patriots at Colonial National
Historical Park. Discover the sites of the first
permanent English settlement at Historic
Jamestowne and the last battle of the
American Revolution at Yorktown Battlefield
- literally the beginning and end of English
colonial America. Walk the abandoned
streets of Jamestown and visit the historic
buildings in Yorktown to experience the
sense of place that formed the character of a
nation in the 17th and 18th centuries.

Cumberland Gap National Historical Park

At Cumberland Gap, the first great gateway
to the west, follow the buffalo, the Native
American, the longhunter, the pioneer...all
traveled this route through the mountains
into the wilderness of Kentucky. Modern
day explorers and travelers stand in awe at
this great gateway.

There are no National Park Service facilities,
but two of the park's partners, Cedar Creek
Battlefield Foundation and Belle Grove, are
open to the public and tell the story of this
land and its people.

With almost 70 miles of hiking trails, plan for
an hour long jaunt, an all day adventure, or
an overnight excursion into the backcountry.
A wonderful medley of ranger-guided tours,
including the early 1900s historic Hensley
Settlement and Gap Cave, will introduce you
The Colonial Parkway, a National Scenic
Byway, winds for 23 miles through America's to the park resources.
Historic Triangle, connecting Jamestown,
Williamsburg and Yorktown. Spectacular
views of the James and York rivers and miles
of Virginia woodlands make this one of the
country's most scenic and historic roadways.

Visitor Information:
Phone: 540-721-2094
www.nps.gov/bowa

Visitor Information:
Phone: 540-868-9176
www.nps.gov/cebe

Visitor Information:
Phone: 757-898-2410
www.nps.gov/colo

Visitor Information:
Phone: 606-248-2817 x 1075
www.nps.gov/cuga

Physical Address:
12130 Booker T. Washington Highway
Hardy, VA 24101

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 700
Middletown, VA 22645

Physical Address:
1000 Colonial Parkway
Yorktown, VA 23690

Physical Address:
At the junction of Virginia, Kentucky and
Tennessee. Check the website for directions.

The Virginia portion of the National Seashore lies within the Chincoteague National
Wildlife Refuge. No matter where you visit,
there are sandy beaches to salt marshes and
coastal bays to explore. Rest, relax and enjoy
your time on the edge of the continent.

Washington founded Tuskegee Institute in
Alabama in 1881 and later became an
important and controversial leader of his
Virginia's 217-miles of the Blue Ridge
race at a time when increasing racism in the
Parkway offer something for the whole
family, from concerts at the Blue Ridge Music United States made it necessary for African
Americans to adjust themselves to a new era
Center to swimming & fishing at Sherando
of legalized oppression. Visitors are invited
Recreation Area. Hike the forested trails of
to step back in time and experience firsthand
the Jefferson or George Washington Forests
the life and landscape of people who lived in
and see buildings that date back to the early
an era when slavery was part of the fabric of
settlers of the area at the Cyrus McCormick
American life.
Farm.

Visitor Information:
Phone: 757-336-6577
www.nps.gov/asis

Visitor Information:
Phone: 828-298-0398
www.nps.gov/blri

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 38
Chincoteague, VA 23336

Mailing Address:
199 Hemphill Knob Road
Asheville,NC 28803
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Today, the National Park Service invites you
to walk the old country lanes of Appomattox
Court House National Historical Park where
these events took place and in the quietness
and stillness imagine the activity of those
April days of 1865.

Arlington House is a tribute to Civil War
General Robert E. Lee of the Confederate
Army as well as the nation's first memorial to
George Washington, built by his adoptive
grandson, George Washington Parke Custis,
and filled with treasures from Mount
Vernon. Lee married Mary, daughter of
Custis, and moved into the house. Although
he was often away on military campaigns, Lee
considered the 1,100 acre plantation home.
It was in the Lee bedroom in April of 1861,
just days after the secession of Virginia from
the Union, that Lee resigned his commission
with the U.S. Army and left his beloved
Arlington, never to return again. In May
1861, Union troops occupied the house and
plantation and a few months later the land
was pressed into use as a Union cemetery
now known as Arlington National Cemetery.

From Maine's Mt. Katahdin on the north
end and Georgia's Springer Mountain at the
south, this footpath traverses scenic, wild,
wooded and culturally resonant lands in 14
eastern states. Nearly a quarter of the A.T.
lies in Virginia, including Shenandoah
National Park and the Blue Ridge Parkway.
With many access points, the Trail is used for
walks and day hikes by all kinds of nature
enthusiasts, from birders to wildflower
photographers. Backpackers make weekend
treks or take long-distance "thru-hikes" for
months at a time. Come take a hike on the
Trail, we know you'll enjoy the journey!

"The face and character of our country are determined by
what we do with America and its resources."

Here on April 9,1865, after a two-hour
battle, Confederate General Robert E. Lee,
commanding the Army of Northern Virginia,
surrendered to U.S. Lt. General Ulysses S.
Grant at the McLean House. The surrender
signaled the end of the Confederate States'
attempt to create a separate nation. Three
days later the Confederates marched before
the Federal army, laid down their flags and
weapons, and began their journey back
home. For them it was an ending, but for the
nation it was a new beginning.

The National Park Service in Virginia
Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania County
Battlefields Memorial National Military Park

Four major Civil War battles, civilians
dislocated, slaves freed, homes turned to
hospitals, farms turned to battlefields—for
two years the area around Fredericksburg
suffered war in a way rarely seen. This is a
place of deeds great and common, of places
tragic and inspiring: Fredericksburg's Sunken
Road, the remnants of Spotsylvania's Bloody
Angle, elegant Chatham Manor, the farm
office where Stonewall Jackson died, the
haunting woods that are the Wilderness.
The park includes four battlefields Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Wilderness, and Spotsylvania Court House surrounded by a community that still stands
as witness to four years of war. Trails, films,
exhibits, and nearly 1,500 programs a year
offer visitors a chance to know and understand what was this community's, and the
nation's, most difficult, tragic epoch.
Visitor Information:
Phone: 540-373-6122
www.nps.gov/frsp
Physical Address:
1013 Lafayette Boulevard
Fredericksburg, VA 22401
Petersburg National Battlefield

The longest siege of an American city began
around Petersburg in mid-June 1864 and
ended on April 2,1865 with the evacuation of
Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern Virginia
and their retreat westward. The siege took its
toll on soldiers and civilians alike, as 70,000
combatants became casualties while some
civilians were driven from their homes.
Today Petersburg National Battlefield
consists of almost 2,700 acres and contains
an 18-stop driving tour. Sites include General Ulysses S. Grant's Headquarters at City
Point (Hopewell); the Eastern Front, where
the Battles of the Crater and Fort Stedman
occurred; the Western Front, where intense
fighting continued as Grant's army struggled
to destroy the last of Lee's supply lines; and
the Five Forks Battlefield, whose outcome
eventually led to the Confederates' retreat to
Appomattox.

George Washington Birthplace
National Monument

George Washington Birthplace National
Monument was established to commemorate
the life and first home of George Washington.
At the time of his birth, Washington entered
an 18 th -century colonial society constructed
with slave labor and strongly rooted in land
and family status. Visitors can immerse
themselves in the sights and sounds of
Potomac River plantation life as it might have
been when young George took his first steps.
George Washington Birthplace National
Monument preserves the 550-acre heart of
Augustine Washington's plantation, which
includes the 17 th -century home site of the
English immigrant John Washington and the
Washington Family Burial Ground.
Park Ranger programs are offered daily and
special events occur throughout the year.

George Washington Memorial Parkway

Travel the Road to Adventure on the George
Washington Memorial Parkway, linking
George Washington's home, Mt. Vernon, to
the nation's capital and up the Potomac
River. Along the 25 mile long parkway, an
Ail-American Road, enjoy sweeping views of
the Washington, D.C. skyline and the
woodlands and wetlands along the river
while driving on the Parkway, biking on the
Mount Vernon Trail, or hiking the Potomac
Heritage National Scenic Trail.
The parkway connects over 25 sites related
to our nation's history and natural wildlife.
Reflect at the U.S. Marine Corps Memorial,
discover the military histories of Fort Hunt
and Fort Marcy, and honor their sacrifices at
the Women in Military Service for America
Memorial. Enjoy the wildlife at Dyke Marsh
Wildlife Preserve, Roaches Run Waterfowl
Sanctuary or Turkey Run Park.

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

'Harpers Ferry National Historical Park

Located at the scenic confluence of the
Shenandoah and Potomac rivers, the history
of Harpers Ferry has few parallels in the
American drama. Citizens of the past
witnessed the first successful application of
interchangeable manufacture, John Brown's
attack on slavery, the largest surrender of
Federal troops during the Civil War, and
hosted the first organized Civil Rights
Movement in the U.S.

Maggie L Walker National Historic Site

The Maggie L. Walker National Historic Site
commemorates a progressive and talented
African American woman, and details her life
in Richmond's Jackson Ward community.
Despite many adversities, Mrs. Walker
achieved success in the world of business
and finance as the first woman in the U.S. to
charter and serve as president of a bank.

A visit to the Walker home begins with a
short film and exhibits that place her life and
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park offers extraordinary achievements within the
a wide variety of experiences for visitors of
context of American history. The tour then
all ages. Visit this quaint, historic community proceeds to the 28-room Walker home that is
and step into the past. Stroll picturesque
restored to its 1930 appearance using original
streets, visit exhibits, museums and battleWalker family furnishings. Experience the
fields or hike our 18 miles of trails. Join a
life of this great African American woman,
ranger-guided tour or just tour on your own. who was born during slavery and achieved
Visit us soon and discover Harpers Ferry.
success despite segregation and the limited
opportunities offered to her race.

Manassas National Battlefield Park

Explore two major battles of the Civil War at
Manassas National Battlefield Park. Walk the
grounds of Henry Hill, where volunteers
from North and South clashed in the first
major land battle of the war, First Manassas
(First Bull Run). Follow the actions of
veteran soldiers at Second Manassas (Second
Bull Run), which brought the Confederacy to
the pinnacle of power. Hike along the banks
of Bull Run, the narrow stream that lent its
name to the battles. View landmarks, such as
the Stone House, which sheltered the
wounded in both battles.
The Visitor Center on Henry Hill provides an
orientation to the park and rangers conduct
guided tours daily. A driving tour and miles
of trails offer the opportunity to discover this
now-peaceful landscape and to contemplate
the sacrifices of those who fought here.

Visitor Information:
Phone: 804-224-1732
www.nps.gov/gewa

Visitor Information:
Phone: 703-289-2500
www.nps.gov/gwmp

Visitor Information:
Phone: 304-535-6029
www.nps.gov/hafe

Visitor Information:
Phone: 804-771-2017
www.nps.gov/mawa

Visitor Information:
Phone: 703-361-1339
www.nps.gov/mana

Physical Address:
1732 Popes Creek Road
Washington's Birthplace, VA 22443

Physical Address:
700 George Washington Memorial Parkway
McLean, VA 22101

Physical Address:
171 Shoreline Drive
Harpers Ferry, WV 25425

Physical Address:
600 North 2nd Street
Richmond, VA 23219

Physical Address:
6511 Sudley Road
Manassas, VA 20109

Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail

The Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail
is a developing network of locally-managed
trails and routes between the Chesapeake Bay
and the Allegheny Highlands.
In Virginia, segments of the Trail network
include the Northern Neck Heritage Trail
Bicycling Route; a two-mile trail on Government Island; trails in Prince William Forest
Park, Leesylvania State Park and Veterans
Park; the Mount Vernon Trail; the Alexandria
Heritage Trail; the 10-mile Potomac Heritage
Trail in George Washington Memorial
Parkway; and a trail connecting Great Falls
Park, Riverbend Park, Algonkian Regional
Park and Keep Loudoun Beautiful Park.

Visitor Information:
Phone: 804-732-3531
www.nps.gov/pete

Visitor Information:
www.nps.gov/pohe

Physical Address:
5001 Siege Road
Petersburg, VA 23803

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box B
Harpers Ferry, WV 25425

Prince William Forest Park

Richmond National Battlefield Park

Get to know a part of Northern Virginia that
has all but disappeared at Prince William
Forest Park, an oasis of natural beauty and
human history with endless recreational
opportunities!

Shenandoah National Park

Wolf Trap National Park for the
Performing Arts

As the industrial and political capital of the
Confederacy, Richmond was the physical and
psychological prize over which Union and
Confederate armies contended in bloody
battle from 1861 to 1865. Richmond National Battlefield Park's 13 sites and five
visitor centers commemorate battlefields of
Prince William Forest Park is a 15,000+ acre
four major military campaigns to capture and
piedmont forest preserving a variety of
natural and historical resources 35 miles south defend the capital, as well as a key industrial
complex and the site of the Confederacy's
of Washington, D.C. The park offers many
recreational opportunities, including 37 miles largest hospital.
of hiking trails, over 21 miles of bicycleaccessible roads and trails and numerous
Begin your visit at the main Visitor Center at
campgrounds. The park also preserves
Tredegar Iron Works where exhibits and
historical resources including cabin camps
audio-visual programs introduce the story of
built by the Civilian
Richmond during the Civil War. Park staff
Conservation Corps during the 1930s and
will answer questions and provide informaused by the Office of Strategic Services during tion to help you plan your visit to these
World War II.
evocative spots where determined soldiers
stood paces apart and fought with rifles and
cannon, reaping a staggering human cost.
Visitor Information:
Visitor Information:
Phone: 804-226-1981
Phone: 703-221-7181
www.nps.gov/rich
www.nps.gov/prwi

Discoveries, both natural & historic, abound Wolf Trap is the only national park dedicated
at Shenandoah National Park. Hike to a cool, to presenting the performing arts! No matter
cascading waterfall or to a summit overlook- what your age or taste in shows, you'll find
ing the famed Shenandoah Valley. Visit a
something you like onstage at Wolf Trap.
historic presidential retreat deep in the
Multiple venues in the park present
hollows of the Blue Ridge or tour a Roaring
performances from May through September,
20s resort. Shenandoah National Park
including musicals, dance, opera, jazz,
encompasses nearly 200,000 acres and boasts popular music, and country.
500 miles of hiking trails, including 101 miles
of the Appalachian Trail. The park is home to A variety of Park Ranger tours provides the
white-tailed deer, black bear, and foxes, as
opportunity to learn more about the theater
well as abundant wildflowers and birdlife.
and how it operates, and workshops at the
Children's Theater-In-The-Woods offer the
Skyline Drive, the 105-mile scenic byway that opportunity to work with and learn from
runs the length of the park's ridge, is your
Wolf Trap performers.
portal to one of Virginia's premier national
And during the off-season, join a Backstage
park experiences. Seventy-five gorgeous
Tour - stand on a world-class stage, learn
overlooks, restaurants, lodges, exhibits,
how the theater runs, and get a peek at where
campgrounds, trailheads, and Ranger-led
the stars get ready for the show.
programs are all easily reached via the
spectacular Skyline Drive.
Visitor Information:
Visitor Information:
Phone: 540-999-3500
Phone: 703-255-1800
www.nps.gov/shen
www.nps.gov/wotr

Physical Address:
18276 Park Entrance Road
Triangle, VA 22172

Physical Address:
Visit our website for instructions for GPS
navigation.

Physical Address:
1551 Trap Road
Vienna, VA 22182

Shenandoah Valley Battlefields
National Historic District
Fifteen battlefields and over 320 sites, towns,
villages, and farms in this eight-county
district attest to the struggle, courage and
perseverance of the people of Virginia's
Shenandoah Valley during the Civil War.
Phone: 540-740-4545
www. shenandoahatwar. org

Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary
Route National Historic Trail
Retrace the 650-mile march undertaken by
the American and French armies from
Newport, Rhode Island to Yorktown,
Virginia, where they laid siege to and
captured a British army, effectively ending
the American Revolution.
www.w3r-us.org

Physical Address:
470 Tredegar Street
Richmond, VA 23219

Affiliated Areas
In addition to the 391 units of the National
Captain John Smith Chesapeake
Park System, the National Park Service also
National Historic Trail
works with citizens and communities to
Follow in the wake of Captain John Smith's
preserve a network of other heritage areas,
1607 exploration of the Chesapeake Bay on
trails, natural landmarks, historic buildings
America's first national water trail. Learn
and districts, archeological sites, and
about the world Smith and his crew encounmonuments, providing funding and technical tered and how they interacted with the
assistance to maintain the physical character
diverse Native American cultures.
and the cultural legacy of the United States.
Phone: 410-260-2470
In Virginia, these affiliated areas include:
www.nps.gov/cajo
Chesapeake Bay Gateways Network
Experience the diversity of the Chesapeake
Bay through this system of over 150 parks,
refuges, museums, historic communities and
water trails in the Bay watershed.
Phone: 410-260-2470
www.baygateways.net
Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA™

Green Springs National
Historic Landmark District
Over 14,000 acres in the piedmont of central
Virginia, whose homes and farms are a
continuum of Virginia rural vernacular
architecture. No public facilities.
Phone: 540-371-1112
www.nps.gov/grsp
Journey Through Hallowed Ground
National Heritage Area
Journey through 175 miles celebrating the
most historic region in the country, with nine
Presidents' homes, 20 historic Main Street
communities, 13 National Parks and hundreds of African and Native American sites.
Phone: 540-882-4929
www.hallowedground.org

Journey Through Hallowed Ground National Heritage Area

Overmountain Victory
National Historic Trail
Follow the 330-mile route of patriot militia as
they track down the British during the
American Revolution, culminating in victory
at the Battle of Kings Mountain.
Phone: 864-936-3477
www.nps.gov/owi

Star-Spangled Banner
National Historic Trail
Commemorating the Chesapeake Campaign
of the War of 1812, the five segments of this
290-mile land and water trail connect sites
associated with the British invasion of
Washington and the Battle of Baltimore.
Phone: 410-962-4290
www.nps.gov/stsp

Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary Route
National Historic Trail

