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The parks are the Nation s pleasure
grounds and the Nation's restoring
places...The National Parks are an

American idea; it is the one thing we have
that has not been imported. Each one of
these National Parks is the result of some

great man's thought of service to his
fellow citizens. These great parks, are, in
the highest degree, a sheer expression of

democracy.

75 Years of

Preserving the Past
Managing the Present
Investing in the Future
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The Organic Act that created the National
Paik Service in 1916 was remarkable in its

simplicity and direcmess. It was no-frills
legislation, but it summoned a high calling
and equally high purpose. The Act
addressed the twin-purposes of preservation
and public enjoyment, so susceptible to
conflict, yet so eloquently compatible. It
stated, in effect, that the purpose of the
National Park Service is "...To conserve the

scenery and the natural and historic objects
and wildlife...and to provide for the
enjoyment of the same in such a manner and
by such means as will leave them
unimpaired ...for future generations."
Now, 75 years later, on the occasion of its

Diamond Anniversary, the National Park
Service reaffirms and redirects the

principles of its founding mission:

• PRESERVING THE PAST

• MANAGING THE PRESENT

• INVESTING IN THE FUTURE

Enhancing these principles, now and into
the future, is firmly imbedded in the

Service's 1992 budget request, the largest
ever in its seventy-five year history. It
addresses seven initiatives that will keep
faith with the past, reinforce the present, and
ensure a viable National Park System into
the 21st century.

• BATTLEFIELDS

• TARGET PARKS

• SCIENCE

• PARK OPERATIONS

• REHABILITATION

• OUTDOOR RECREATION

• PARTNERSHIPS




