


LET'S TALK ABOUT FISHING 

Are you going f i s h i n g during your s t a y in 
the Park? Fine! We hope your luck i s good. A 
l o t of thought and e f f o r t has gone i n t o main­
t a i n i n g the l a k e or s tream so t h a t you can 
enjoy your favor i t e sport . L e t ' s t a k e a glimpse 
through the eyes of the man who does the job—-
the Park Ranger. 

He, together with a l l o ther park p e o p l e , 
t r i e s to carry out the in s t ruc t ions of Congress 
t o keep the p l a n t s , animals , and park scenery 
in as nearly an unspoi led condit ion as p o s s i b l e . 
Nature thus p r e s e r v e d in i t s o r i g i n a l s t a t e 
w i l l remain a c o n s t a n t source of p l e a s u r e to 
future generat ions of Americans. An except ion 
to the general plan i s made in the case of game 
f i s h . Wise management w i l l enable us to use 
them wi thout d e s t r o y i n g natural v a l u e s . For 
t h i s reason , a n g l i n g i s p e r m i t t e d . 

E f f o r t s are made to encourage the f i s h 
which are natural in the area and to l i m i t the 
spread of strangers l i k e the brown trout . Even 
a t ru ly American f i s h l i k e the Rainbow i s 'bff 
t h e r e s e r v a t i o n " when he g e t s e a s t of the 
Rockies . Non-native f i sh may do well in strange 
w a t e r s , but u s u a l l y t h e i r p r e s e n c e does not 
i n c r e a s e the t o t a l amount of f i s h which i s 
a v a i l a b l e to the f i shermen . The f o r e i g n e r s 
merely take the p lace of the r i g h t f u l i n h a b i t ­
a n t s which become l e s s numerous or may g e t 
d i s g u s t e d and l e a v e a l t o g e t h e r . The ne t r e ­
s u l t i s d i f f eren t f i sh rather than more f i s h . 

F i s h , l i k e other types of animals , t h r i v e 
b e s t on f e r t i l e p a s t u r e s . I t so happens that 
most n a t i o n a l park w a t e r s , e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e 
in mountain areas , are not r ich in food. There­
f o r e , the s i z e of the annual f i s h crop from 

each m i l e of s t ream or a c r e of l a k e i s not 
l a r g e . To maintain good f i s h i n g for the ever 
increas ing fishermen, c a r e f u l l y planned s tock­
ing and a few s imple f i s h i n g ru l e s are n e c e s ­
sary . In the f o l l o w i n g pages we s h a l l t ry to 
show you some of the "why" s"and "how's" behind 
the f i s h program in order that you may he lp us 
with b e t t e r understanding. 

THE BACKGROUND FOR F I S H MANAGEMENT 

I f the maximum amount of f i s h i s to be 
provided year a f t e r y e a r , we must know some­
t h i n g about how f i s h l i v e , the kind of p l a c e 
they l i v e i n , and the th ings that l i m i t t h e i r 
numbers. After t h e s e q u e s t i o n s are answered, 
we must have information on how many f i s h and 
what kinds are caught each season . C a r e f u l l y 
t r a i n e d o b s e r v e r s g a t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n from 
cree l census , f i s h populat ion counts , chemical 
ana lys i s of the water, and general inquiry i n t o 
f i s h h a b i t s . In a d d i t i o n , we must s tudy the 
methods and hab i t s of the angler . 

While you are whipp ing the s tream you 
may see one of these observers at work, or as 
you l e a v e the water you may be r e q u e s t e d to 
show your ca tch and answer c e r t a i n q u e s t i o n s 
which w i l l a id in making future p l a n s . I f you 
have a chance to make such a contac t you w i l l 
f ind i t i n t e r e s t i n g , and a l s o you w i l l be able 
to g ive information which may h e l p m a t e r i a l l y 
to maintain good f i s h i n g . I t w i l l be he lp fu l 
i f you w i l l report to the observer or a park 
r a n g e r , any unusua l f i s h taken or s e e n , or 
other uncommon occurrence such as water condi­
t i o n , stream i n s e c t s , e t c . 

THE RULES 

The f i s h i n g r u l e s which you have obtained 
from the park o f f i c e or ranger may in some i n ­
s tances seem unnecessary. I f so , l e t ' s have a 
look at the reasons behind them. All l i m i t a t i o n s 

aim at accomplishing a few things which are nec­
essary to g ive the f i sh an even break and give 
everybody a good t ime . 

F i r s t , enough spawning f i s h should be l e f t 
in the water at the end of the season to pro­
v i d e a crop of small f i s h the f o l l o w i n g y e a r . 
Th i s means t h a t the t o t a l take for the year 
must be l i m i t e d . 

Second, the f i s h a v a i l a b l e for the season 
must be d i v i d e d f a i r l y among the fishermen and 
taken s l o w l y enough so t h a t they w i l l l a s t 
throughout the e n t i r e season. 

T h i r d , f i s h s h o u l d be taken at a s i z e 
which i s d e s i r a b l e to the angler and which w i l l 
provide the g r e a t e s t ca tch each year from the 
lake or stream. 

F i n a l l y , damage to the lakes and streams 
by d e s t r u c t i v e methods of f i s h i n g , and the 
i n t r o d u c t i o n of u n d e s i r a b l e f i s h e s or o t h e r 
aquatic l i f e , must be prevented. 

Those of you who have f i s h e d in s e v e r a l 
park areas may have wondered why rules d i f f e r e d 
between parks and sometimes between parks and 
a d j a c e n t S t a t e s . The N a t i o n a l Park Sys tem 
s t r e t c h e s from trop ica l swamps to a r c t i c tundra 
and i n c l u d e s r i c h and poor w a t e r s . In some 
p laces the growing season i s short and in others 
i t i s long. A l l of which adds up to the fac t 
that t h e r e are a l o t more f i s h to be had i n 
some w a t e r s than i n o t h e r s . C o n s e q u e n t l y , 
seasons must vary in l ength and catch l i m i t a ­
t i o n s must be greater or smaller. Where several 
hundred pounds of f i s h are a v a i l a b l e from each 
acre of r i c h water , c a t c h e s can be much more 
l i b e r a l than where o n l y from 10 to 15 pounds 
of f i s h per acre of poor water are present . 

In a d d i t i o n to a wide v a r i e t y of w a t e r s , 
nat ional park areas conta in most of the common 

game f i s h e s found i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s . We 
a l l know that f a s t growing bass and sun f i s h 
i n warm w a t e r s r e q u i r e l e s s p r o t e c t i o n than 
Eastern brook or cut throat trout which l i v e i n 
c o l d mountain lakes or s treams . Even i n the 
ind iv idua l stream, the s i z e and makeup of the 
f i sh populat ion does not remain constant . When 
f i sh are abundant, the fisherman may take more; 
when they are scarce , he must take l e s s . These 
natural f luc tuat ions mean changes in the r u l e s - -
sometimes from year to year. 

You p r o b a b l y f e e l as we do t h a t i t i s 
b e t t e r to use a l l the f a c t s than t o p ick the 
answers out of a hat . N e v e r t h e l e s s , you would 
probably s t i l l l i k e to ask a few ques t ions . 

WHY HAVE CREEL LIMITS? 

S t a r t w i t h the fac t that there are on ly 
a c e r t a i n number of f i sh in your favor i t e water. 
I f you take a l l you want there won't be enough 
for the next f e l low. Remember, you may be the 
"next fellow." A l s o , o t h e r f i shermen would 
l ike to be able to catch some f i sh a f t er July 4; 
so would the man whose vacat ion comes in August. 
There i s another p o i n t t o o . The t o t a l take 
must not be so large that a l l the fun w i l l come 
t h i s year and there w i l l be no f i s h to produce 
the smal l f i s h for next year . These are the 
r e a s o n s why a l i m i t i s f i x e d on each d a y ' s 
c a t c h . 

WHY ARE SIZE LIMITS SET? 

When f i s h are small and growing fas t they 
use food more e f f e c t i v e l y than l a t e r in l i f e . 
I f they are taken when too smal l , most of the 
a v a i l a b l e food cannot be converted i n t o f i s h 
f l e s h and so the angler i s the l o s e r . In some 
c a s e s t h e r e are so many f i s h t h a t food and 
space are not s u f f i c i e n t to l e t them grow up. 
S i z e l i m i t s may then be taken o f f e n t i r e l y . 
O c c a s i o n a l l y , s i z e l i m i t s are s e t to p r o t e c t 
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s p a w n i n g s t o c k s o t h a t enough f i s h r e a c h 
spawning s i z e to carry on the populat ion. 

WHY ARE THERE CLOSED SEASONS? 

There are c l o s e d s e a s o n s for the same 
r e a s o n s t h a t t h e r e are c a t c h l i m i t a t i o n s - -
t o r e s t r i c t the t o t a l annual t a k e . Opening 
d a t e s a r e u s u a l l y s e t l a t e enough s o t h a t 
f i s h may overcome poor c o n d i t i o n c a u s e d by 
l i g h t w i n t e r f e e d i n g . In some c a s e s s e a s o n s 
a r e c l o s e d t o p r o t e c t spawning f i s h d u r i n g 
m i g r a t i o n when t h e y a r e c o n c e n t r a t e d and 
e a s i l y c a u g h t . 

WHY ARE SOME WATERS CLOSED? 

When you come t o a s i g n t h a t d e c l a r e s 
f i s h i n g i s not a l l o w e d , i t s purpose i s not 
t o c r e a t e a f i s h r e f u g e or t o keep you out 
o f a "greener p a s t u r e . " Closure i s temporary 
t o l e t a lake or stream recover i t s populat ion 
by natura l reproduct ion . Some areas are kept 
p e r m a n e n t l y c l o s e d b e c a u s e f i s h r e g u l a r l y 
gather there in large numbers without adequate 
natural pro tec t ion . A water may a l s o be c lo sed 
t o p r o t e c t h a t c h e r y o p e r a t i o n s or d o m e s t i c 
water supply or to l e s s e n f i r e danger. Some­
t i m e s i t i s n e c e s s a r y t o e x c l u d e f i s h e r m e n 
in order to p r o t e c t n e s t i n g w a t e r b i r d s ( such 
a s t r u m p e t e r swans ) which o t h e r w i s e might 
abandon t h e i r e g g s . 

WHY IS THE USE OF LIVE FISH AND SOME 
OTHER NATURAL BAITS PROHIBITED IN NA­
TIONAL PARK WATERS? 

To f i shermen whose f a v o r i t e b a i t i s a 
l i v e l y minnow, there may seem to be no s a t i s ­
f a c t o r y answer. To him we should p o i n t out 
that many good f i sh ing waters have been s p o i l e d 
by i n t r o d u c t i o n of u n d e s i r a b l e f i s h e s which 
o r i g i n a t e d in the a n g l e r ' s minnow p a i l . Such 
unwanted s p e c i e s have been known to m u l t i p l y 

u n t i l they crowded out the n a t i v e s and ruined 
t h e f i s h i n g . To a v o i d t h i s danger , the use 
of l i v e f i sh as ba i t i s prohibi ted . Some other 
l i v e b a i t s may be forbidden in c e r t a i n areas to 
prevent the establishment of unwanted in truders . 
D i g g i n g of worms and d i s t u r b a n c e of l o g s t o 
gather grubs may a l s o be d iscouraged in order 
to preserve stream banks and the park landscape. 

WHERE AND WHY ARE FISH STOCKED? 

Perhaps you wonder why we c a n ' t d i s p e n s e 
wi th a l o t of r e g u l a t i o n s simply by i n c r e a s i n g 
the f i sh supply through s tocking. I t i s a good 
thought and has been t h o r o u g h l y worked over 
d u r i n g the p a s t 70 or 80 y e a r s . T h i s t i m e -
honored custom has been used to introduce many 
kinds of f i sh and, under proper c o n d i t i o n s , to 
h e l p maintain or increase natural f i s h popula­
t i o n s . Sad exper ience has taught u s , however, 
that when we s tock b l i n d l y , wi thout knowledge 
o f the r e a l n e e d s , more harm than good may 
r e s u l t . As many w a t e r s have been ru ined by 
unwise p lant ing as have been bene f i t ed . 

F i s h u s e d t o be s t o c k e d on t h e same 
p r i n c i p l e that i s employed with g r a i n - - t o have 
c o r n , p l a n t corn; t o have f i s h , p l a n t f i s h . 
Of c o u r s e , i f the corn f i e l d i s a l r e a d y w e l l 
seeded, one doesn' t replant i t the next week to 
get more corn. In a s imi lar s i t u a t i o n , however, 
we have o f t e n p l a n t e d smal l f i s h i n w a t e r s 
which were n a t u r a l l y well s tocked, thus hoping 
to get more f i s h . When a f i e l d i s unplanted 
or a stream i s barren of f i s h , seeding i s the 
on ly means to product ion . On the o ther hand, 
when f i s h reproduce in the ir normally p r o l i f i c 
manner, great care must be taken to avoid over­
crowding and waste by o v e r - e n t h u s i a s t i c p l a n t ­
i n g of h a t c h e r y f i s h . In g e n e r a l , a s t ream 
w i l l produce a c e r t a i n w e i g h t of f i s h each 
y e a r depend ing on the p r e s e n c e o f food and 
general cond i t i ons for growth. When there are 
few f i s h , they w i l l be l a r g e . I f f i s h are 

overcrowded, they w i l l be smal l . Thus s t o c k ­
ing more f i s h than the food and s h e l t e r w i l l 
support i s harmful . 

ARE FISH STOCKED IN NATIONAL PARKS? 

Hatchery -reared f i s h are p l a n t e d i n na­
t i o n a l p a r k s (1) i n w a t e r s where spawning 
stock i s too small to produce a fu l l populat ion; 
(2) where spawning a c t i v i t i e s are not s u c c e s s f u l , 
because spawning beds are u n s u i t a b l e , or b e ­
c a u s e t h e e g g s and newly h a t c h e d f i s h a r e 
d e s t r o y e d by heavy f l o o d s or s e v e r e w i n t e r 
condi t ions ; (3) where water w i l l maintain f i s h , 
but where spawning i s i m p o s s i b l e . Some h igh 
mountain lakes are examples of t h i s l a s t condi­
t ion . 

To avoid waste or harm to the f i sh popula­
t i o n , s tocking is not done where (1) waters are 
unsui table for the f i sh ; (2) where na t ive trout 
are not unduly reduced and spawning i s normal; 
(3) where waters are i n a c c e s s i b l e and n a t u r a l l y 
reared f i s h are not f u l l y harvested each year; 
(4) in research re serves , or e lsewhere, when i t 
i s decided that the waters should be kept in a 
s t r i c t l y natural s t a t e . 

Your c o o p e r a t i o n i s e s s e n t i a l i f we are 
going to maintain good f i sh ing for you. Remem­
b e r , t r o u t f i s h i n g i s a f i n e s p o r t t h a t i s 
expens ive to mainta in . There fore , l e t ' s f i s h 
for fun and not j u s t to b o l s t e r the f a m i l y 
meat supp ly . When you want good s p o r t , keep 
a few for a meal and r e l e a s e the r e s t so they 
can b i t e a g a i n . Don't squeeze the f i s h when 
you r e l e a s e him. When p o s s i b l e , l eave him i n 
the water whi le you take out the hook. If you 
would catch more, k i l l l e s s . 
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