
SEABIRD WATCHER'S PARADISE 

Seabirds return to the refuge each spring to breed and nest as their ancestors have for thousands 
of years. More than 40 mi l l ion birds of 30 dif ferent species use the slopes, cliffs, burrows, boulder 
rubble, and rock crevices of the refuge The populat ion of seabirds on the refuge is greater than 
the populat ion of seabirds in the rest of North America. 

The most abundant seabirds wi th in the refuge are auklets, storm-petrels, murres, and puf
fins. Other seabirds include: northern fulmars, cormorants, gulls, murrelets, gui l lemots, 
kittiwakes, and terns. Eight species nest only in Alaska and adjacent Siberia. 

SEABIRD COLONIES 

Most seabirds spend their lives at sea coming ashore only to nest usually in large, 
noisy colonies. A colony can be home to over one mi l l ion birds representing ten or 
more dif ferent species. Colonies are usually located on rocky islands or beach 
cliffs to provide protection f rom predators. Threats to the colonies include 
predation by foxes and rats, loss of food supply, oil spills, and disturbances 
by boats, aircraft, or humans. Some birds desert their nests when dis
turbed, knocking chicks or eggs off the cliffs or exposing them to 
predators. The safest way to view seabirds (for both people and birds) 
is f rom a boat. 

OTHER BIRD LIFE 

The refuge is an important resting and feeding stop for 
migratory birds f rom two continents because of the proximi
ty of the Aleut ian chain and the Bering Sea to Siberia. 
Over 250 species of birds have been sighted on the 
refuge including Asiatic migrants such as whooper 
swan, tufted duck, and Siberian rubythroat. 
Waterfowl f rom throughout Alaska wintecJ/4. 
the Aleutians and alorfg the Alaska Penin-

-•TJffula. Nearly all of the world's popula
t ion of Emperor geese winter in the 
Aleutians. Resident species in
clude bald eagle, p e r e g r i n ^ ^ 
falcon, snownbunting, song 
sparrow, and rosy f inch. 
The endange red - ^ 

A l eu t i an Canada 
geese^ nest only 
on the refuge. 
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MARINE MAMMALS 

Otters — Sea otters, once nearly extinct, thrive 
throughout much of the refuge f rom the Aleutians to 
southeast Alaska. Prince Wi l l iam Sound, Resurrection 
Bay near Seward, and the waters around Kodiak and 
Afognak islands are some of the more accessible ot
ter watching areas. Otters dwell in the forests of the 
ocean —the rich kelp beds where otter delicacies, 
such as mul lusks, are found . Otters are able to dive 
to depths of 120 feet. 

Sea Lions — Northern or Steller sea lions can be 
found f rom the Bering Sea to the Gul f of Alaska. 
Mature bulls can reach 13 feet in length and weigh 
over one ton. The most accessible rookery (Chiswell 
Islands) can be visited by tour boat out of Seward. The 
world's populat ion of northern sea lions decreased 
dramat ical ly since the early 1970's for unknown 
reasons. 

Seals — Harbor and fur seals use the refuge's rocky 
beaches for pupping or hauling out. Harbor seals are 
common from Bristol Bay to southeast Alaska. Watch 
them sunning on icebergs near glaciers or surfacing in 
nearshore waters. In Alaska, fur seals pup only on 
Bogoslof Island and the Pribilof Islands, the largest 
rookery in the world. Other, more ice dependent seals, 
such as ringed, bearded, ribbon, and spotted seals, are 
found near refuge land but rarely come ashore. 

Other marine mammals — Polar bears and walrus 
ut i l ize refuge lands in the northern units. At least 
seven species of whales and two species of porpoise 
can be seen near refuge islands. 

OTHER MAMMALS 

Many islands do not have nat ive terrestrial mam
mals. Main land areas and islands near the shore have 
mammal species such as the river otter, brown bear, 
and caribou. Red and arctic foxes were introduced to 
over 200 islands between the 1830's and 1930's for fur 
farming. Since ground and burrow nesting birds have 
no protection against land predators their populations 
plummeted. Foxes have since been eliminated on half 
of these islands; bird populations, part icular ly the 
Aleut ian Canada goose, are beginning to recover. 

VISITING THE REFUGE 

Bird colonies are easily accessible by regularly 

scheduled commercial sightseeing boats out of 

Seward, Sitka, and Homer. Charter boat trips can be 

arranged out of other coastal communit ies near the 

refuge such as Kodiak, Nome, Unalaska, or Sand 

Point. Guided land tours of the Pribilof Islands seabird 

colonies (the largest in North America) are available. 

The islands also have the largest fur seal rookery. 

On l y Seward and Homer are accessible by road, 

but all refuge communit ies have scheduled air ser

vice. In the summer state ferries serve Sitka, Seward, 

Homer, and Kodiak regularly, and make one tr ip a 

month down the Alaska Peninsula as far as Unalaska 

in the eastern Aleutians. Some ferries stop at bird col

onies, and all offer opportunit ies to see marine birds 

and mammals. 

Visitor centers located at the refuge headquarters 

in Homer and the headquarters of the Aleut ian 

Islands Unit in Adak offer displays, information, and 

wi ld l i fe programs. Interpretive programs and educa

t ional assistance are available to schools and other 

groups. 

Most lands in the refuge are rugged and extreme

ly remote, and visits are d i f f i cu l t to arrange and ex

pensive. Specialized commercia l tours visit some of 

these remote areas every year. Permission f rom the 

appropr ia te mi l i ta ry c o m m a n d is required to visi t 

Adak and Amch i t ka (U.S. Navy), Shemya (U.S. Air 

Force), and A t tu (U.S. Coast Guard). 

ALASKA MARITIME'S SPECIAL 
SEABIRDS 

Puffins — Puff ins are one of the most 
photographed and popu la r birds in the wo r l d . Two 
species nest on the re fuge- the horned puf f in wh ich 
has a b lack " h o r n " above each eye; and the tu f ted 
pu f f i n wh i ch has a pale ye l low feather t u f t sweep
ing back f rom each eye. Both species nest a long 
most of Alaska's coast l ine Puff ins are in the a lc id 
fam i l y and I ike al l a k i d s they d ive for food . Puff ins 
use their wings for propulsion on dives appearing to 
" f l y " underwater. 

Murres — Murres are considered to be the nor
thern hemisphere's counterpar t of the penguins. 
The deepest d i v ing of al l seabirds, they reach 
depths of 300 feet by using their wings. Both 
c o m m o n and thick-
b i l led murres nest 
on the refuge in 
c l i f fs ide colonies. 
They lay a single 
egg on a rocky 
ledge w i t h o u t a 
suppor t ing nest. 
It's un ique pear 
shape reduces 
the l i ke l ihood 
of its ro l l ing 
of f the ledge. 

Auklets — Whiskered, crested, parakeet, 
rhinoceros, Cassin's, and least auklets arrive at their 
island colonies in late Apri l or early May. A l though 
least auklets are the most abundant seabird in Alaska, 
(over nine mil l ion birds) few people see them because 
most colonies are remote. Some auklet colonies in the 
Aleutians are composed of one mi l l ion birds. Im
pressive aerial displays can be observed at dusk when 
swarms of birds return to the colonies. 

Kittiwakes — Kitt iwakes are members of the gull 
family. They are named for their shrill cries. Red-
legged kitt iwakes occur only in the area of the Bering 
Sea. They are most easily observed in the Pribilof 
Islands. Black-legged kittiwakes nest in noisy colonies 
on cliffs and offshore rocks throughout the refuge. 
Kitt iwakes are unable to dive like the puff ins or 
auklets, so they feed wi th in the top few feet of water. 

Storm-petrels — Secretive storm-petrels are rarely 
seen though they are one of the most abundant 
nesting seabirds. They visit their underground burrows 
only after dark. Numerous colonies (over one hundred 
thousand birds each) are found f rom the t ip of the 
Aleut ian chain to southeast Alaska. The sights and 
sounds of large colonies are best exper ienced by 
spending the n ight on a boa t anchored of fshore. 
Nest ing burrows are especia l ly f rag i le and easi ly 
crushed by f o o t t raf f ic . Both Leach's and fork-tai led 
storm-petrels nest on the refuge. 

Alaska Mari t ime National Wildl i fe Refuge is part of 

a nat ionwide system of wi ld l i fe refuges under the ad

min is t ra t ion of the Fish and W i l d l i f e Service of the 

US. Depar tmen t of the Interior. 

As the nation's principal conservation agency, the 

Department of the Interior has responsibility for most 

of our nat ional ly owned publ ic lands and natural 

resources. This includes fostering the wisest use of our 

land and water resources, protect ing our fish and 

wi ld l i fe , preserving the env i ronmenta l and cu l tu ra l 

values of our nat iona l parks and histor ical places, 

and prov id ing for en joymen t of l i fe th rough out

door recreat ion. 

For further information: Refuge Manager, 202 West 

Pioneer Avenue, Homer, Alaska 99603; Telephone: 

(907) 235-6546 
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Alaska 

A HOME FOR WILDLIFE 
The Alaska Maritime Refuge comprises more than 2,500 islands, 

islets, spires, rocks, and headlands. The 3.5 million acre refuge ex
tends from the Arctic Ocean to southeastern Alaska with most lands 
in the Aleutian Islands and in the Gulf of Alaska. The refuge protects 
all or parts of these islands for marine birds, marine mammals, and 
other wildlife. Of the 50 million seabirds which nest in Alaska, 80 
percent of them nest on the refuge. 

Maritime 
National Wildlife Refuge 

The Chukchi Sea Unit — includes many barrier 
islands along the Chukchi Sea, Capes Lisburne and 
Thompson, Chamisso Island, and other islands in 
Kotzebue Sound. High escarpments on the Lisburne 
Peninsula host the largest seabird colonies found 
along Alaska's northern coast. 

The Bering Sea Unit — includes several islands and 
headlands on Norton Sound, extensive wilderness on 
St. Matthew Island, the famous seabird cliffs and fur 
seal rookertes of the Pribilof Islands, Hagemeister 
Island, and other smaller islands of the Bering Sea. 
Nocturnal seabir'ds rarely nest this far north due to the 
perpetual daylight during the summer nesting season. 

ALASKA MARITIME 

NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 

The refuge was established in 1980 with the 
passage of the Alaska National Interest Lands Conser
vation Act. Eleven pre-existing refuges, some of which 
were established as early as 1909, were combined 
with new areas to form the refuge. Much of the refuge 
is nationally designated wilderness. Land ownership 
shown on the map may not be accurate since some 
refuge land is in the process of being conveyed to 
Native or State ownership The refuge headquarters is 
in Homer. The headquarters for the Aleutian Islands 
Unit is located in Adak. 

The Aleutian Islands Unit — includes the 
volcanic, treeless Aleutian Islands chain. Tufted puf
fins are abundant and rare birds such as the whiskered 
auklet and the endangered Aleutian Canada goose 
nest here. The central and western Aleutians offer the 
possibility of seeing Asiatic species that cannot be 
seen anywhere else in North America. World War II 
and Aleut historic sites are found in this unit. 

The Alaska Peninsula Unit — includes more than 
700 islands, islets, and rocks on the south side of the 
Alaska Peninsula. Many very small islands in this unit, 
such as the Semidi Islands and Sandman Reefs, sup
port spectacular bird colonies. Several areas of off
shore waters are also included within the refuge. 

The Gulf of Alaska Unit — includes some islands 
surrounding Kodiak and Afognak islands; the waters 
surrounding Afognak Island; Duck and Chisik islands 
in Cook Inlet; the Barren, Pye, and Chiswell islands 
and other islands off the coast of the Kenai Peninsula; 
and Forrester, Hazy, and St. Lazaria islands off the 
coast of southeastern Alaska. Seabird colonies and 
sea lion rookeries in this unit are the most accessible 
in the refuge. Charter boats, lodging, and camp
grounds are available in Sitka, Seward, and Homer. 


