
TOADS AND FROGS 

Cricket Frog (Acris crepitans). Common. 
Inhabits the emergent and shoreside vegeta
tion of the freshwater pools. 

Spring Peeper (Hyla crucifer). Common. 
Congregate in early spring where shrubs 
stand in shallow water. 

Chorus Frog (Pseudacris triseriata). 
Common. Congregate during die spring in 
low vegetation along the edges of freshwater 
pools and ponds. 

Bullfrog (Rana catesbeiana). A common large 
frog of the freshwater pools. 

Green Frog (Rana clamitans). Inhabits the 
shallow freshwater of the pools, ponds, and 
ditches. 

Leopard Frog (Rana pipiens). Common in 
shallow, freshwater areas. Travels into grass 
fields, far from water, during the summer. 

Pickerel Frog (Rana palustris). Inhabits 
shallow, freshwater areas. Travels into grass 
fields during the summer. 

Wood Frog (Rana sylvatica). Should be 
looked for in shallow, woodland pools during 
the early spring. 

The 27 species on this list have been identified 
on the Bombay Hook Refuge by refuge 
personnel with cooperation from the staff of 
the Philadelphia Zoological Garden. Other 
species no doubt exist on the refuge and 
reports of their identification will be welcomed 
at the refuge headquarters. 

NOTES 

For further information, contact 

Refuge Manager 
Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge 
R.D. # 1 , Box 147 
Smvma, Delaware 19977 
Telephone: (302) 653-9345 

As the Nation's principal conservation agency, 
the Department of the Interior has responsi
bility for most of our nationally owned public 
lands and natural resources. This includes 
fostering the wisest use of our land and water 
resources, protecting our fish and wildlife, 
preserving the environmental and cultural 
values of our national parks and historical 
places, and providing for the enjoyment of life 
through outdoor recreation. The Department 
assesses our energy and mineral resources 
and works to assure that their development is 
in the best interests of all our people. The 
Department also has a major responsibility 
for American Indian reservation communities 
and for people who live in island territories 
under U. S. administration. 
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REPTILES 

TURTLES 

Tire variety of habitats within Bombay Hook 
Refuge provides the essential living require
ments for an interesting array of reptiles 
(turtles snakes, and lizards) and amphibians 
(salamanders, toads and frogs). 

Many of these kinds of animals are often 
overlooked by visitors. By design drey are 
hard to see, however, closer scrutiny may 
expose a "clump of moss" as a frog or "part of a 
vine" to be a snake. A slight movement on 
their part as you approach maybe dre giveaway. 
Tire frogs and toads can also be identified by 
their voices which ring out in loud chorus 
during spring nights. 

Snapping Turtle (Chelydra serpentina). 
Common in the freshwater pools. Also inhabits 
brackish waters. Lays eggs in the upland 
fields during the late spring. 

Stinkpot (Sternothaerus odoratus). Common. 
Lives in the freshwater pools. 

Mud Turtle (Kinosternon subrubrum). More 
common than dre stinkpot which it resembles. 
Inhabits fresh and brackish water. 

Spotted Turtle (Clemmys guttata). Common. 
Inhabits shallow, freshwater in the pools, 
ponds, and ditches. 

Box Turtle (Terrapene Carolina). Common. 
This is a dry- land turtle most frequently seen 
in the woodlands. 

Diamondback Terrapin (Malaclemys terrapin). 
Lives in the unpolluted salt marsh aird 
brackish water habitats. Lays eggs on the 
dikes in late June and early July. 

Painted Turtle (Chrysemys picta). Tire most 
frequendy seen turtle. Basks in the warm 
sunlight on logs or stumps in the freshwater 
pools. 

Red-bellied Turtle (Pseudemys rubriventris). 
Uncommon. Inhabits the freshwater pools. 
Basks like the painted turtle but is much 
larger. 

LIZARDS 

Five-luted Skink (Eumeces fasciatus). Lives 
in cut-over woodlands drat have rotting 
stumps and logs. Mainly terrestrialJnit can 
climb trees. 

SNAKES 

Water Snake (Natrix sipedon). Common in 
and about freshwater habitats. 

Garter Snake (Thamnophis sirtalis). 
Frequently seen. Inhabits fields, woods, and 
marsh edges. 

Ribbon Snake (Thamnophis sauritis). A semi-
aquatic snake found along the edges of the 
freshwater pools, swamps, and ditches. 

Ringneck Snake (Diadophis punctatus). 
Secretive. Hides under stones and bark slabs 
in woodlands, especially near damp spots. 

Racer (Coluber constrictor). A large snake, 
active during the day. Seen fairly frequendy in 
the woods and along field edges. 

Rough Green Snake (Opheodrys aestivus). 
Difficult to observe because it blends with the 
background. Favors dense vegetation along 
shallow bodies of freshwater. 

Rat Snake (Elaphe obsoleta). A large, thick-
bodied snake. Seen occasionally, usually in 
the upland woods or on field edges. 

Kingsnake (Lampropeltisgetulus). Uncommon. 
Often secretive, hiding underboards and logs. 
Hunts along die banks of freshwater pools 
and swamps. 

Milk Snake (Lampropeltis doliata). 
Uncommon. Secretive about farm buildings 
and in fields and woods. 

AMPHIBIANS 

SALAMANDERS 

Red-backed Salamander (Plethodon cinereus). 
A fairly common woodland salamander. 
Hides beneadi logs, bark slabs, and stones 
during the daytime. 


