
Atlantic Loggerhead (Caretta caretta 
caretta). Uncommon. A sea turtle, 
occasionally seen surfacing in 
channels and in Tom's Gove. An egg-
transplant program on the refuge Wild 
Beach is extending their breeding 
range. Reddish brown adult weighs 
up to 900 lbs, 

SNAKES- No poisonous snakes are known to 
be present on the refuge. 

Brown Water Snake (Natrix taxispilota). 
Uncommon. 30-60". Found in fresh 
water ponds and ditches, but is 
excellent tree climber. Very dark 
brown, with large darker splotches down 
back and alternating splotches down 
sides. Belly light with dark spots 
and half-moons. Head wider than neck, 
"diamond-headed", often mistaken for 
venumous Gottonmouth. 

Northern Water Snake (Natrix sipedon 
sipedon). Rare. 24-42". Found in and 
around freshwater ponds where it feeds 
on fish, amphibeans and cristaceans. 
Varies from dark brown to gray with 
dark crossbands on forepart and blotches 
on rest of body. Can be identified by 
black or red half-moons on belly. 

Eastern Garter Snake (Thamnophis sirtalis 
sirtalis). Rare. 18-26". Variable 
coloration and pattern, either stripes 
or spots may predominate. Occupies all 
habitats. 

Eastern Hognose Snake (Heterodon 
platvrhinos). Common. 18-30". 
Prefers sandy and dune areas. Normally 
spotted and patterned in red, orange, 
yellow, gray or brown, but can be black 
or gray. You'll know it by it's hissing, 
head-spreading, or 'possum-playing' and 
upturned snout. 

Southern Hognose Snake (Heterodon 
simus). Common. 14-20". Found in 
sandy woods and fields. Coloration 
patterned and not as Variable as 
Eastern species. Snout sharply 
upturned. 

Rough Green Snake (Opheodrys aestivus) 
Rare. 22-32". To be found foraging 
in vines and shrubs and into shallow 
water. Plain light green with white, 
yellow, or pale green belly. This is a 
dainty, slender snake. 

Black Rat Snake (Elaphe obsoleta 
obsoleta). Common. 42-72". Usually 
shiny black, but can be patterned, 
with paler belly, white chin and 
throat. Is an excellent climber and 
may reside in high tree cavities. 

A M P H I B I A N S 

Toads are abundant in all habitats of 
the refuge. 

Fowler's Toad (Bufo woodhousei fowleri). 
Common. Found in sandy areas, on trails 
and around buildings. Brown or gray 
with pale chest and belly. Dry warty 
skin. 

Green Treefrog (Hyla cinerea). Common. 
Visible mainly in early fall. Color 
varies from yellow-green to dark gray-
green, with yellowish strips along each 
side. Smooth skin. 

Southern Leopard Frog (Rana pipiens 
spheno cephala). Rare. Found in 
freshwater ponds and brackish marshes. 
Green/brown colors with variable spots, 
fewer then other Leopard Frogs. 
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and AMPHIBIANS 
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Wildlife is most visible 
to those who travel slowly, 
walk quietly and pause to 
listen. 

You are welcome to hide in 
the observation blinds and 
stalk along the many trails 
on the refuge. 
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Assateague is a typical barrier island, 
lying off the eastern coast of Virginia 
and Maryland. White sandy beaches rise 
from the ocean and merge into grassbound 
duneso From these dunes inland, there 
is a transition to myrtle brush, and 
then to loblolly pine and scattered 
hardwoods on high ground. Or, the 
dunes may fall away gently into 
lowlying potholes and salt meadows. 

The "Wild Ponies of Ghincoteague" are 
the most prominent mammals on the 
refuge. Sika deer, native to the 
Orient, are also to be seen along roads 
and trails around twilight. Several 
species of smaller mammals, such as 
raccoons, opossums, and rodents may 
go unnoticed by visitors, especially 
those species which feed mainly at night. 

M A M M A L S 
Virginia Opossum (Didelphis marsupialis). 
Rare, but increasing in number since 1970. 

Least Shrew (Cryptotis parva). A 
common species of marsh and marsh 
borders, also found in thickets and 
woods. 

Little Brown Myotis (Myotis 
lucifugus). This flying mammal is 
seen at dusk through the summer and 
early fall at water edges and trails. 

Eastern Cottontail (Sylvilagus 
floridanus). Common. The most often 
seen wild mammal. 

Delmarva Peninsula Fox Squirrel 
(Sciurus niger cenereus) A Rare 
and Endangered species, several 
pair were introduced here in 1968 
and are seen in heavily wooded areas. 
They are about twice the size of common 
grey squirrel. 

Rice Rat (Oryzomys palustris). Fairly 
abundant in both fresh and salt-water 
marshes. 

White-footed Mouse (Peromyscus 
leucopus). A common species of all 
habitats except salt marshes. 

Meadow Vole (Microtus pennsylvanicus). 
Probably the most numerous mammal on 
the refuge, occurring in both fresh 
and salt-water marshes and along their 
borders. 

Muskrat (Ondatra zibethicus). Common; 
found in fresh-water impoundments on 
the refuge. 

Norway Rat (Rattus norvegicus). 
Rather uncommon except around the 
refuge buildings. 

House Mouse (Mus musculus). Although 
house mice are normally a resident only 
of houses and buildings, they are 
abundant in all habitats of the refuge 
except the ocean dunes. On Chincoteague 
Refuge, white-footed mice outnumber 
house mice in buildings. 

Meadow Jumping Mouse (Zapus hudsonius)„ 
Relatively common; found along borders 
of fresh-water impoundments. 

Red Fox (Vulpes fulva). Common; 
prefers brushy areas. 

Raccoon (Procyon lotor). Numerous; 
Found in all habitats but most common 
in marsh edges, woods, and thickets. 

River Otter (Lutra canadensis). Rare„ 
Occasionally seen in refuge fresh
water impoundments. 

Whitetail Deer (Odocoileus virginianus). 
Abundant. Seen in wooded areas and 
grazing meadows, occassionally with 
the ponies. 

Sika Deer (Cervus nippon). Abundant. 
Sika deer are found in the more 
wooded areas and marsh borders. 
Several (2-4 pairs) of these deer, 
natives of the Orient, were released 
on the northern end of Assateague Island 
in the 1920's. 

Horse (Equus caballus). A free-ranging 
domestic-mammal. Approximately 150 
"wild ponies" roam the western marshes of 
Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge. 
These ponies are the property of the 
Chincoteague Volunteer Fire Company and 
are allowed to graze on the refuge under 
an agreement between the Fire Company 
and the Department of the Interior. 
Legend says the ponies on Assateague 
Island are descended from survivors of an 
old Spanish shipwreck. 

MARINE MAMMALS 
Seven species of marine mammals have 
washed ashore, and have been identified 
as follows: 

Spotted Dolphin (Stenella sp. Species 
undetermined)„ 

Common Dolphin (Delphinus delphis). 

Atlantic Bottlenose Dolphin (Tursiops 
truncatus). 

Grampus (Gramphidelphis griseus) 

Common (Atlantic) Blackfish (Globicephala 
melaena). One specimen was found washed 
ashore in May 1956. This represents 
the southernmost locality record for 
this species in the western Atlantic. 

Finback Whale (Balaenoptera physalus). 

Humpback Whale (Megaptera novaeangliae). 

REPTILES 

TURTLES - of one species or another may 
be seen on the refuge through the 
warmer months. 

Snapping Turtle (Chelydra serpentina). 
Common. 8-10", 10-35 lbs. Found in 
freshwater impoundments. Black to 
light brown, recognized by large head, 
long tail and saw-toothed ridges on 
upper shell. This turtle is ugly 
both in appearance and disposition, 
and can weigh as much as 86 lbs. 

Eastern Mud Turtle (Kinosternon subrubrum 
subrubrum) - Uncommon. 3-4 inches. 
Found within freshwater impoundments 
and marshes. Shades of brown to black, 
head spotted or irregularly streaked 
with yellow. 

Eastern Box Turtle (Terrapene Carolina 
Carolina). Uncommon)! 4§-6". Found 
mostly on land but sometimes soaking 
themselves in freshwater ponds. Look 
for high, domelike shell of variable 
coloration and pattern, with hinged 
lower shell forming "box". 

Northern Diamondba.ck Terrapin (Malaclemys 
terrapin terrapin). Uncommon. Female, 
6-8 3/4", Male, 4-5i". Found in salt 
marsh and in brackish water. Coloration 
is variable, head and limbs are spotted, 
and shell sections have concentric 
rings and ridges. 

Eastern Painted Turtle (Chrysemy_g 
picta picta). Uncommon. 42-6". 
Found in fresh water impoundments, 
often basking on logs and stumps. A 
smooth black shell with red and black 
designs around shell margins and two 
yellow spots on each side of head are 
identifying marks. 


