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IF YOU TRAVEL MUCH in the wilder sections of our country,
sooner or later you are likely to meet the sign of the flying
goose—the emblem of the National Wildlife Refuges.
You may meet it by the side of a road crossing miles of
flat prairie in the Middle West, or in the hot deserts of the
Southwest. You may meet it by some m o u n t a i n lake, or as
you push your boat through the w i n d i n g salty creeks of a
coastal marsh.
Wherever you meet this sign, respect it. It means that
the land behind the sign has been dedicated by the American people to preserving, for themselves and their children,
as much of our native wildlife as can be retained along
with our modern civilization.
Wild creatures, like men, must have a place to live.
As civilization creates cities, builds highways, and drains
marshes, it takes away, little by little, the land that is
suitable for wildlife. And as their space for living dwindles,
the wildlife populations themselves decline. Refuges resist this trend by saving some areas from encroachment,
and by preserving in them, or restoring where necessary,
the conditions that wild things need in order to live.
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few events have exerted a more
profound effect than the passage of legislation
providing for the Migratory Bird Hunting
Stamps, now almost universally known as "duck
stamps." By requiring the purchase of these
stamps by waterfowl hunters more than 16 years
of age, this legislation has created a continuing
source of funds for waterfowl restoration.
Through this law, sportsmen have contributed
many millions of dollars which have been spent
to save waterfowl and the sport of wildfowling.
WATERFOWL,

Early in the 1930's, it became clear that direct
and positive action to save the waterfowl was
required. In 1934 the continental population
of migratory waterfowl reached its lowest point
in history—approximately 27 million birds.
These reduced numbers of both ducks and geese
were in sharp contrast to the incalculable numbers that 50, or even 25 years before, had reared
their broods in the innumerable marshes and
sloughs of the western United States and in the
vast nesting regions of Alaska and Canada.
North American waterfowl had been declining over a period of years. The causes of this
decline were many. As the human population
increased, settlement advanced and the areas
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suitable for waterfowl were reduced.
More
effective guns and ammunition were produced
and used in larger quantities. Means of rapid
travel became common, opening up regions that
had once been remote and inaccessible. Vast
drainage projects were developed in an attempt
to make available fertile lands for agricultural
use. Unfortunately, much of the land so
drained proved to be practically useless for farming or for any other purpose. As the result of
these unwise drainage operations in the 1900's,
millions of acres of marsh and water areas formerly inhabited by waterfowl, fish, and fur
animals were destroyed.
A long period of reduced rainfall over hundreds of thousands of square miles of the finest
breeding areas in the North Central States and
the southern part of the Prairie Provinces of
Canada began in 1915. With the exception of
a slightly increased rainfall in 1920, this shortage continued until 1934, when all available
records for duration of time, extent of territory
affected, and severity of drought conditions
were broken. The worst effects of this longcontinued drought were felt in the areas that
formerly constituted very important breeding
grounds for many of the highly prized species
1

of the wild ducks, including the canvasback and
the redhead.
Overshooting, also, played an important part
in this drama of the decline of our ducks and
geese. During World War I, there had been a
sharp reduction in the number of hunters and in
the kill of waterfowl. Following this lessening
of hunting pressure there was a great increase in
the waterfowl population and in 1921 the fall
migration approached in numbers the flights of
the early 1900's. But the next 10 years, from 1921
to 1931, were marked by reckless hunting. The
number and efficiency of guns were doubled and
new and more deadly methods of hunting were
introduced. During each year of the 10-year
period, the kill of ducks probably exceeded the
number that left the nesting grounds by about
9,000,000 birds. By 1934 the total population of
ducks and geese had been reduced to the dangerously low point of 27,000,000.

1 HE PASSAGE OF A MODERN "STAMP ACT*" marked
a turning point in conservation history. Like
many other progressive measures, it was born of
a state of emergency. Sportsmen and conservationists, alarmed at the threat of destruction that
faced the waterfowl, united their efforts. They
urged Congress to enact the Migatory Bird
Hunting Stamp Act for the purpose of supplying funds to conserve our migratory waterfowl
as a definite and recognizedly important section
of our national wildlife resources.
This new act, which became effective July 1,
1934, was one of a series of legislative steps which
the United States has taken to conserve its waterfowl. The Migratory Bird Treaty with Great
Britain in 1916 placed our Federal Government
under solemn obligation to care for the migra2

tory birds while in this country. The Migratory
Bird Treaty Act of 1918 recognized this obligation by protecting the birds from destruction by
the gun. Then, when it became apparent that
caring for the birds included also the responsibility of providing places where they could
breed, feed, rest, and find wintering grounds,
Congress passed the Migratory Bird Conservation Act of 1929 which authorized a program of
acquisition of land and water areas as inviolate
sanctuaries for the birds.
The Migratory Bird Hunting Stamp Act of
1934 supplemented and supported the Migratory Bird Conservation Act of 1929 by providing
funds for the purchase and maintenance of
areas for migratory waterfowl refuges.
U NDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE MlGRATORY BlRD
HUNTING STAMP A C T any person over 16 years
of age who hunts wild ducks, geese, or brant
must carry on his person a current Federal migratory-bird hunting stamp—better known now
as the "duck stamp"—across the face of which he
has written his signature in ink. Possession of
the stamp qualifies the hunter as a legal wildfowler, provided, of course, he has purchased a
State hunting license. Only one stamp is required regardless of the number of States in
which the sportsman shoots during the open
season. Persons who collect migratory birds for
scientific purposes must also have the stamp, in
addition to the Federal scientific collecting permit prescribed. The penalty provided for any
violation of the act is a fine of not to exceed
$500, 6 months' imprisonment, or both.

The act also provides that not less than 90
percent of the total proceeds received from the
sale of the stamps can be used by the Fish and

The habits of North American waterfowl have divided the continent
into four geographic regions known as fly ways: The Pacific (A), the
Central IB), the Mississippi (C), and the Atlantic (D). Waterfowl of
one flyway seldom transfer to another. The breeding grounds overlap,
but each flyway has its own winter range, its own migratory routes
between winter and summer areas. Most waterfowl migration takes
place within areas shaded on the map. The principal migratory routes
determine where refuges should be located.

Wildlife Service to supplement other funds for
the purchase, development, administration, and
maintenance of waterfowl refuges throughout
the country. The remaining 10 percent is used
for the printing and distribution of the stamps,
enforcement of the Migratory Bird Hunting
Stamp Act and other Federal laws for migratory
bird conservation.
The sale of these stamps is handled by the
Post Office Department.

have already
contributed many millions of dollars to waterfowl conservation.
The first issue in the annual series of the Migratory Bird Hunting Stamp went on sale on
August 14, 1934, at $1 each. From that date
through June 30, 1946, the proceeds of the sales
of these stamps have supplied more than $13,000,000 for waterfowl restoration and conservation.

JLVEVENUES FROM THE DUCK STAMPS

Stamp sales, by fiscal years, are as follows:
1935
I93 6
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941

$ 6 35, ° 0 1
44 8 , 2 0 4
6o
3 , 623
783, °39
1,002,715
1, i n , 561
1,260,810

1942
1943
1944
1945
I94 6

1,439,9 6 7
1,383,629
h l 6 9,352
1,487, 02 9
T 725, 5°5

In general, about one-third of the expenditures
from the 90 percent allocation of duck stamp
funds has been used for land acquisition, one4

third for refuge development, and the remaining one-third for refuge maintenance and operation.

1 HE NATIONAL WATERFOWL RESTORATION PROGRAM had its beginning in 1934 when the Secretary of Agriculture, by direction of the President,
appointed a committee, to be known as the President's Committee on Wildlife Restoration, to
study wildlife problems with particular emphasis upon measures to rehabilitate the rapidly
vanishing waterfowl population. This committee, composed of Thomas Beck as chairman,
J. N . "Ding" Darling (later to become Chief of
the Bureau of Biological Survey), and Aldo Leopold, made a thorough canvass of all aspects of
the situation, studied a mass of new recommendations as well as material previously assembled by the Bureau of Biological Survey,
and presented a report which recommended the
immediate allocation of $25,000,000 for the restoration of submarginal and other lands suitable
for development of wildlife.
The full amount recommended by this committee was not provided but its report was responsible for focusing attention on wildlife
needs. Americans began to realize that the
conditions favoring wildlife are identical with
those that alleviate the effects of drought and
promote soil and water conservation.
Under the dynamic leadership of Jay Darling,
a national program of waterfowl restoration was
started by the Bureau of Biological Survey (now
a part of the Fish and Wildlife Service), supported by an allotment of $8,500,000 in 1934 from
emergency funds, including $1,000,000 from
Emergency Conservation Work funds set aside
by Executive order for acquiring refuges;

$1,500,000 from funds for withdrawal of submarginal lands; $3,500,000 from drought relief
funds to purchase lands suitable for wildlife
sanctuaries within drought-stricken regions;
and $2,500,000 of Public Works Administration
funds for engineering operations on the new
refuge areas to restore and control water levels,
stop soil erosion, and improve food and other
environmental conditions. On June 15, 1935,
Congress made an additional $6,000,000 available until expended for acquiring and developing refuge lands.
The waterfowl restoration project dovetailed
with the emergency relief programs of the Government. Great numbers of individuals who
would otherwise have been without work during the years of drought and depression were
employed in refuge development and improvement.

power lines; fencing areas against trespass by
stock; posting with appropriate refuge signs;
constructing residences and administrative
buildings for housing personnel and equipment;
and many other improvements designed to increase values of the areas for wildlife and to
facilitate administration.
To sum it up, duck-stamp dollars made it possible to make the most of the emergency funds
and of the CCC and W P A help. Although
they paid for only a fraction of the emergency
program, figuratively speaking, they bought the
gasoline that makes the car run. Duck hunters
are entitled to the satisfaction of knowing that
they put up the money at a time when there was
no other source of funds for such development.

1 HE REEUGE PROGRAM WAS AtDED in many ways
by duck-stamp money. When emergency funds
became available in 1934 to buy lands for refuges, these refuge areas had to be improved and
developed in various ways. Only a small part
of the emergency funds could be used for
development purposes.
Two things were
needed—men to do the work and money to buy
materials and equipment. The CCC and W P A
helped out with the manpower. That left one
need—money for materials and equipment.

wildlife.

Duck-stamp dollars helped to meet that need.
They provided such essential developments as
dams, dikes, and other water-control structures;
conditioning of impoundments; planting of
aquatic and upland foods; building of roads,
trails, and fire lines; installing telephone and

REVENUES,

In 1934 there were 104 wildlife refuges of all
types, a total of 6,085,542 acres. Most of the bird
refuges, however, were small areas set aside for
the use of birds by Executive order, but pitifully
inadequate in view of the great need for land for
This system has since been enlarged through
land acquisition, withdrawal of public domain
by Executive orders, or by transfer from other
Federal agencies, so that on June 30, 1946, there
were 291 refuges with 17,819,495 acres. Of
these, 201 refuges, with 3,213,658 acres, are
primarily suited for waterfowl.

A M O N G THE AREAS ACQUIRED FROM DUCK STAMP

one of the most important was the
15,000-acre refuge known as Horicon Marsh,
near Waupan, Wis., which was established as
the Horicon National Wildlife Refuge in 1940.
This was one of the drainage projects which was
doomed to failure. Present plans of the Service
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BIRD HUNTING STAMPS
REPRODUCED BY SPECIAL PERMISSION OF THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY.
FURTHER REPRODUCTION, IN WHOLE OR IN PART, IS PROHIBITED.
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include the development of this areas as a major
waterfowl refuge for the Lake States. Its use
by the birds before it was drained in an attempted agricultural project is well known to
the sportsmen of Wisconsin and adjoining
States.
"Mysterious O k e f e n o k e e" — the famous
swamp area in southeastern Georgia, near Waycross, known officially now as the Okefenokee
National Wildlife Refuge, acquired 34,000 of its
320,326 acres from duck-stamp funds.
On the Atlantic coast, key waterfowl areas
bought by duck-stamp dollars include the Chincoteague Refuge1 in Virginia, the Parker
River ' Refuge in Massachusetts, and the Brigantine Refuge in New Jersey, 8 miles north of
Atlantic City. The Brigantine Refuge is an
important wintering ground for migratory
waterfowl and is especially important as a concentration point for the Atlantic brant.
Duck-stamp funds developed the famous
Sacramento Marshes, now used by millions of
birds for wintering and during migration. The
Sacramento Refuge is strategically located in the
Pacific waterfowl flyway and affords wintering
grounds -for some species in special need of protection. So far as known, this refuge provides
the only winter protection for the rare Ross's
goose which crosses the Rocky Mountains on its
flights from the Arctic coast east of the Mackenzie River delta.
Among the species that has benefited particularly by the establishment of this refuge is the
cackling goose, or cackler. This bird resembles
1

Sec Chincoteague, a National Wildlife Refuge.
in Action No. i. Fish and Wildlife Service, 1947.

Conservation

See Parker River, a National Wildlife Refuge.
in Action No. 2. Fish and Wildlife Service, 1947.
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the Canada goose except that it is much
smaller—in fact, only slightly larger than the
average mallard drake. Its wintering grounds
are mainly in California, but most of the marshland in this State that formerly attracted this
goose has been drained. The Sacramento Refuge and the Tule Lake Refuge in northern California are now among its favorite wintering
grounds. Its breeding grounds are in northwestern Alaska, principally in the tundra country and the delta of the Yukon River.
Canada, lesser snow, and white-fronted geese
arrive in large numbers on the Sacramento Refuge about November or December. Ducks that
visit the area include pintails, baldpates, greenwinged teals, shovellers, mallards, and redheads.
Cinnamon teals and mallards nest on the refuge.
Shorebirds commonly seen on this area are the
avocet, the black-necked stilt, red-backed sandpipers, and long-billed dowitchers.
In Minnesota approximately 10,000 acres—
consisting of excellent breeding areas for waterfowl—have been added to the Tamarac Refuge
from duck-stamp revenues. Located in Becker
County in one of the greatest duck concentration
areas in northern United States, the Tamarac
Refuge also occupies a key position on the Mississippi flyway, greatest flight lane for migratory
birds in this country.
The refuge includes a group of lakes with an
abundance of wild rice and other waterfowl
foods. Marshes and sloughs provide excellent
feeding grounds and ideal nesting sites.
Tamarac also contains resident upland game
birds such as ruffed grouse, present in abundance, and the prairie chicken, less numerous.
Sharp-tailed grouse occur in limited numbers in
the southern half of the refuge. In fall migra-

tions, the lesser scaup is seen in large numbers.
Another of the key waterfowl areas purchased
with duck stamp funds was the "Double O"
Ranch which lies adjacent to the Malheur Refuge in Oregon. Consisting of some 15,000 acres,
this ranch contains numerous large, warm
springs, and can be developed into an outstanding breeding area in the northwest. In conjunction with the Malheur Refuge, this area when
completed will form one of the greatest breeding areas for waterfowl in the entire country.
In southeastern Missouri the Fish and Wildlife Service is acquiring the once famous Mingo
Swamp as a feeding and resting place for ducks
and geese in their spring and fall migrations.
This swamp, in days gone by, was known as
one of the best hunting and fishing spots in the
United States. Funds derived from the sale of
duck stamps are now buying the area and will
finance the construction of dikes across the old
drainage ditches to restore the water level.
The Colusa and Sutter refuges in California
and the Laguna Atascosa and Santa Ana refuges
in Texas have been purchased principally from
duck-stamp revenues.
Scattered across the country from the Pacific
to the Atlantic coast are other refuge areas which
the Service was able to complete because duckstamp revenues were available for that purpose:
the Turnbull and Willapa refuges in Washington, Cold Springs in Oregon, Camas in Idaho,
Bitter Lake in New Mexico, Aransas in Texas,
Arrowwood, Des Lacs, Long Lake, and Upper
Souris in North Dakota, Lake Andes in South
Dakota, Crescent Lake in Nebraska, Rice Lake
in Minnesota, Union Slough in Iowa, Swan
Lake in Missouri, Big Lake and White River in
Arkansas, Delta and Sabine in Louisiana, Seney

in Michigan, Chautauqua in Illinois, Kentucky
Woodlands in Kentucky, Lake Isom and Reelfoot in Tennessee, Moosehorn in Maine, Montezuma in New York, Bombay Hook in Delaware,
Back Bay in Virginia, Santee in South Carolina,
and the St. Marks in Florida.

I HE MIGRATORY BIRD HUNTING STAMP is One of
the most artistic stamps issued by the Post Office
Department. It is nearly twice the size of a
special delivery stamp. A new issue goes on sale
each year on July 1 at first- and second-class post
offices, and remains valid until the end of the
fiscal year on June 30. The stamps may be purchased singly, in blocks, or in complete sheets of
28 stamps. Each year a new stamp with a distinctive design is issued. Each stamp in the
series, depicting a waterfowl scene, represents
the work of a well-known wildlife artist. Since
the purchase of the stamp is required only for the
shooting of wild ducks, wild geese, and brant, the
illustrations have been confined to these species.
The artistic quality of the stamp appeals to
stamp collectors to such an extent that thousands
are sold every year to persons who never hunt.
Early issues, previous to 1941, are exceedingly
rare. This is because the law specified, when
the stamp was first issued in 1934, that all unsold
stamps should be destroyed after the year of
issue had expired. The Department of the Interior Appropriation Act for the fiscal year 1942,
however, carried a provision which permitted all
unsold stamps to be turned over to the Philatelic
Agency of the Post Office Department in Washington, D. C , and "therein placed on sale until
disposed of or until the Congress otherwise provides." Private collectors or stamp dealers are
9

the only source of supply for the early issues
which now have a monetary value far in excess
of their original cost.
The duck-stamp design is selected each year
by a committee within the Fish and Wildlife
Service. This committee invites outstanding
wildlife artists to contribute drawings to be used
as the design of the new stamp. Although the
artist receives no compensation for an accepted
design, the distinction is unique and therefore
much sought after.
The drawings reach the Fish and Wildlife
Service during December. For engraving purposes, the drawing must be in black and white,
5 inches by 7 inches. The Service committee
makes its final choice not later than January 15.
The selected design goes first to the Post Office
Department and next to the Bureau of Engraving and Printing for the preparation of dyes and
the engraving of the stamp. T h e distribution
through the post offices is made by the Post
Office Department. No stamps are sold by the
Fish and Wildlife Service. The beginning sale
date has been set as July 1 so that duck hunters
who plan to be in the marshes on the opening
day of the waterfowl season may buy their duck
stamps well in advance.

I J U C K STAMP DESIGNS AND PHILATELIC DATA

The following technical information applies
to all the stamps:
Plates: Flat bed press printing containing 112
subjects, issued in post office panes of 28 stamps.
Perforations: n x 11.
Stamp size: i 2 1 / i 0 o " x i 8 % o o "
Price: $1.00.
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1934-35 DUCK STAMP

Species of waterfowl featured: Mallard duck.
Design: T w o mallards—a hen and a drake—
dropping to a landing in a windy marsh.
Artist: Jay N . (Ding) Darling, famous cartoonist and noted conservationist, then head of the
Bureau of Biological Survey (one of the predecessor agencies of the Fish and Wildlife Service)
fittingly designed the first of the annual series
of migratory waterfowl hunting stamps issued
by the Federal Government.
PHILATELIC DATA

Color: Blue.
Designer: Alvin R. Meissner.
Engravers: Vignette, Carl T. Arlt; frame, lettering, and numerals, Frank Lamasure.
Plates issued: 129199,129200,129201,129202.
Inscribed: "U. S. Department of Agriculture.
Void after June 30,1935."
First day of sale: August 14,1934.
Quantity sold: 635,001.
1935-36 DUCK STAMP

Species of waterfowl featured: Canvasback
duck.
Design: Three canvasbacks in their first sweep
through the air after taking off from a placid
surface interspersed with water plants.
Artist: Frank W. Benson, noted American
painter of Salem, Mass., who has been called the
dean of American duck etchers.
PHILATELIC DATA

Color: Rose lake.
Designer: Alvin R. Meissner.
Engravers: Vignette, Carl T. Arlt; frame, letter-

ing, and numerals, Donald R. McLeod.
Plates issued: 131980,131981,131982,131983.
Inscribed: "U. S. Department of Agriculture.
Void after June 30,1936."
First day of sale: July 1,1935.
Quantity sold: 448,204.

feeding area. The scene, which is typical of
waterfowl feeding grounds along the Atlantic
coast, is off the Great South Bay, New York.
Artist: J. D. Knap, New York City sportsman
and artist, famous for his work with wildlife.

1936-37 DUCK STAMP

Color: Light green.
Designer: Alvin R. Meissner.
Engravers: Vignette, James R. Lowe; frame,
Donald R. McLeod; lettering, Donald R. McLeod, W m . B. Wells, and Alton Payne;
numerals, Alton Payne.
Plate issued: 136267.

Species of waterfowl featured: Canada goose.
Design: Three Canada geese on the wing, with
a background of cumulus clouds. (Note the
band on the right leg of the center bird. By
means of numbered bands, the Fish and Wildlife Service can trace the migration routes of
migratory birds.)
Artist: Richard E. Bishop, sportsman and artist
of Mount Airy, Philadelphia, Pa., who is internationally famous for his wildlife etchings on
glass and china.
PHILATELIC DATA

Color: Brown black.
Designer: Alvin R. Meissner.
Engravers: Vignette, James R. Lowe; frame, lettering, and numerals, Frank Lamasure.
Plates issued: 134317, 134318.
Inscribed: "U. S. Department of Agriculture.
Void after June 30,1937."
First day of sale: July 1,1936.
Quantity sold: 603,623.
1937-38 DUCK STAMP

Species of waterfowl featured: Greater scaup
duck.
Design: Five scaups—three males and two females—otherwise known as bluebills and broadbills, coming in preparatory to alighting in a

PHILATELIC DATA

Inscribed: "U. S. Department of Agriculture.
Void after June 30,1938."
First day of sale: July 1,1937.
Quantity sold: 783,039.
1938-39 DUCK STAMP

Species of waterfowl featured: Pintail duck.
Design: A pintail drake and hen, coming in for
a landing.
Artist: Roland Clark of New York City, distinguished etcher of wildlife subjects.
PHILATELIC DATA

Color: Light violet.
Designer: Alvin R. Meissner.
Engravers: Vignette, James R. Lowe; frame,
Donald R. McLeod; lettering, Donald R. McLeod and James T . Vail; numerals, James T.
Vail.
Plate issued: 138602.
Inscribed: "U. S. Department of Agriculture.
Void after June 30, 1939."
First day of sale: July 1, 1938.
Quantity sold: 1,002,715.
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i939~4° DUCK STAMP

Species of waterfowl

featured:

Green-winged

teal.
Design: A male and female green-winged teal
standing at a marsh edge, with five teals descending for a landing in the background.
Artist: Lynn Bogue Hunt, one of America's
foremost wildlife artists.
PHILATELIC DATA

Color: Chocolate.
Designer: W m . K. Schrage.
Engravers: Vignette, Matthew D. Fenton;
frame, W m . B. Wells; lettering and numerals,
George L. Huber.
Plate issued: 141428.
Inscribed: "U. S. Department of the Interior.
Void after June 30, 1940." (Note: The Bureau
of Biological Survey of the U. S. Department
of Agriculture was transferred by Presidential
order to the Department of the Interior on July
1, 1939. On July 1, 1940, the Bureau of Biological Survey and the Bureau of Fisheries were
merged in the Department of the Interior to
form the Fish and Wildlife Service.)
First day of sale: July 1, 1939.
Quantity sold: 1,111,561.
1940-41 DUCK STAMP

Species of waterfowl featured: Black duck.
Design: This design shows a pair of black ducks
flying down wind over a marsh area. Wild rice
is shown in the background.
Artist: Francis L. Jacques, whose illustrations
appear in Birds of Minnesota, Florida Bird Life,
and other books, and who has painted many
backgrounds for habitat groups in natural history museums in New York City and Minneapolis.
12

PHILATELIC DATA

Color: Sepia.
Designer: Victor S. McCloskey, Jr.
Engravers: Vignette, Matthew D. Fenton;
frame, lettering, and numerals, James T. Vail.
Plates issued: 143743, 143776.
Inscribed: "U. S. Department of the Interior.
Void after June 30,1941."
First day of sale: July 1, 1940.
Quantity sold: 1,260,810.
1941-42 DUCK STAMP

Species of waterfowl featured: Ruddy duck.
Design: A male and female ruddy duck with
their brood swimming at the edge of a marsh.
Artist: E. R. Kalmbach, a well-known painter of
wildlife subjects, who is also nationally known
as the head of the Fish and Wildlife Service's
research laboratory at Denver, Colo.
PHILATELIC DATA

Color: Brown carmine.
Designer: Victor S. McCloskey, Jr.
Engravers: Vignette, Charles A. Brooks; frame,
lettering, and numerals, Axel W. Christensen.
Plates issued: 146271, 146282.
Inscribed: "U. S. Department of the Interior.
Void after June 30, 1942."
First day of sale: July 1, 1941.
Quantity sold: 1,439,967.
1942-43 DUCK STAMP

Species of waterfowl featured: Widgeon, or
baldpate.
Design: The design shows a pair of widgeons,
or baldpates, at the edge of a coastal marsh, with
a second drake coming in to join them.
Artist: A. Lassell Ripley of Lexington, Mass.,
famous for his wildlife etchings and paintings.

PHILATELIC DATA

Color: Brown.
Designer: W m . K. Schrage.
Engravers: Vignette, Carl T. Arlt; outline
frame, lettering, and numerals, George L.
Huber.
Plates issued: 149599, 149600.
Inscribed: "U. S. Department of the Interior.
Void after June 30,1943."
First day of sale: July 1,1942.
Quantity sold: 1,383,629.
1943-44 DUCK STAMP

Species of waterfowl featured: Wood duck.
Design: Two wood ducks in flight.
Artist: Walter E. Bohl of Wisconsin. Several
of Mr. Bohl's etchings are now in a permanent
collection in the National Gallery of Art at
Washington, D. C.
PHILATELIC DATA

Color: Indian red.
Designer: Victor S. McCloskey, Jr.
Engravers: Vignette, Charles A. Brooks; outline
frame, lettering, and numerals, John S. Edmondson.
Plates issued: 152826, 152827.
Inscribed: "U. S. Department of the Interior.
Void after June 30,1944."
First day of sale: July 1,1943.
Quantity sold: 1,169,352.
1944-45 DUCK STAMP

Species of waterfowl featured: White-fronted
goose.
Design: Three white-fronted geese, part of a
flock coming in.

Artist: Walter A. Weber, of Vienna, Va., wellknown wildlife artist, formerly Chief Scientific
Illustrator with the National Park Service, has
done considerable art work for the National
Geographic Magazine. Birds of Minnesota,
Fading Trails, Meeting the Mammals, and
Wolves of North America, contain his illustrations. Many of the Wildlife Conservation
Stamps issued annually by the National Wildlife Federation are the work of Mr. Weber.
PHILATELIC DATA

Color: Red-orange.
Designer: William K. Schrage.
Engravers: Vignette, Matthew D. Fenton;
frame, lettering and numerals, George L. Huber.
Plates issued: 155590,155603.
Inscribed: "U. S. Department of the Interior.
Void after June 30,1945."
First day of sale: July 1,1944.
Quantity sold: 1,487,029.
1945-46 DUCK STAMP

Species of waterfowl featured: Shoveller duck.
Design: A female and two male shovellers in
flight.
Artist: Owen J. Gromme, curator of birds and
mammals at the Milwaukee Public Museum in
Milwaukee, Wis.
PHILATELIC DATA

Color: Black and white.
Designer: Victor S. McCloskey, Jr.
Engravers: Vignette, Matthew D. Fenton;
outline frame, lettering, and numerals, John
S. Edmondson.
Plates issued: 157248, 157249.
Inscribed: "U. S. Department of the Interior.
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Void after June 30, 1946."
First day of sale: July 1,1945.
Quantity sold: 1,725,505.
1946-47 DUCK STAMP

Species of waterfowl featured: Redhead duck.
Design: Four redheads—a female and three
males—riding the water with another male
alighting.
Artist: Robert W. Hines, of Columbus, Ohio,
employed as an artist by the Ohio Division of
Conservation and Natural Resources.
PHILATELIC DATA

Color: Medium dark maroon-brown.
Designer: William K. Schrage.
Engravers: Vignette, Matthew D. Fenton;
lettering, frame, and numerals, John S.
Edmondson.
Plates issued: 158448, 158449, 158456, 158457;
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back plate 47510 (Offset).
Inscribed: "U. S. Department of the Interior.
Void after June 30, 1947."
First day of sale: July 1, 1946.
1947-48 DUCK STAMP

Species of waterfowl featured: Snow goose.
Design: T w o snow geese in flight.
Artist: Jack Murray, art director for Outdoors
Magazine in Boston.
PHILATELIC DATA

Color: Black on white.
Designer: Victor S. McCloskey, Jr.
Engravers: Vignette, Arthur Dintaman; frame,
lettering, and numerals, Axel W . Christensen.
Plates issued: 159,461, 159,462, 159,463, 159,464.
Inscribed: "U. S. Department of the Interior.
Void after June 30, 1948."
First day of sale: July 1, 1947.

