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INTRODUCTION

Crosby Wetland Management District (WMD) is located in
Divide, Burke and Williams Counties in northwestern North
Dakota. The District includes over 17,000 acres of Waterfowl
Production Areas (WPA's), over 66,000 acres of wetlands
under easement contracts, and the 3,219 acre Lake Zahl
National Wildlife Refuge.

WPA's are lands owned by the U.S. Fish and WildlifeSer-
vice and are managed to establish and protect waterfowl
breeding and nesting habitat. There are 92 WPA's scattered
in the three county district. They vary in size from the 12-acre
Olsen Unit in Divide County, to the 2,270-acre Big Meadow
Unit in Williams County. Wetlands have also been preserved
on private property by the purchase of easements from land-
owners who have agreed not to drain, fillor bum their wetlands.
There are several hundred easement contracts in the Crosby
Wetland Management District.

The Lake Zahl National WildlifeRefuge is managed primar-
ilyfor waterfowl production but it is also used by thousands of
waterfowl and other water birds as a resting and feeding area
during migration.

Red-tailed hawk. Photo by Irene Watts

HISTORY

Crosby WMD is divided into three geologic areas. Northern
Burke and northeastern Divide Counties are driftplain, an area
of large shallow potholes. South of this, the Altamont Moraine
complex (MissouriCoteau) is approximately 15 to 30 mileswide
and crosses the WMD diagonally from northwest to southeast.
South and west of the Moraine lies the Coteau Slope, an area
of land sloping gently to the Missouri River. WPA's and
easements are distributed throughout the three areas and Lake
Zahl National Wildlife Refuge lies within the Coteau Slope.

Before settlement, the dominant native vegetation was mixed
grass prairie. The most common native shrub was wolfberry
(buckbrush) with rose and buffaloberry also being present.
Groves of aspen and willow, with an occasional cottonwood,
-grew on the rims of wetlands.

The area was homesteaded in the late 1800's and early
1900's with farming the primary land use. Livestock produc-
tion was secondary. The depression of the 1930's forced many
farmers to sell land and livestock. The early 1940's, however,
ushered in a period of prosperity that caused a boom in small
grain production. Prairie is still being converted to cropland
today.

Canada goose with young. USFWS photo.



WILDLIFE

All species of ducks common to the prairie pothole region
are present on the District, with the dominant breeders being
mallard, gadwall, and blue-winged teal. Giant Canada geese
breed throughout the District.

Breeding marsh and waterbirds include double-crested cor-
morants, black-crowned night herons, four species of grebes,
and coots. Migratingwhooping cranes are present during April
and October. Sandhill cranes also migrate through the area
during spring and fall.

Shorebirds (and allied species) include common, black and
Forster's tern; ring-billed, Franklin's, and California gull.
Associated with the prairie wetlands are the American avocet,
marbled godwit, willet, sora, common snipe, and upland
sandpiper.

Raptors include ferruginous hawk, red-tailed hawk,
Swainson's Hawk, marsh hawk, burrowing owl, great-horned
owl, and short-eared owl. Both golden and bald eagles migrate
through the area in spring and falland some remain during mild
winters. Four species of falcons are frequently sighted during
certain seasons.

Each spring, sharp-tailed grouse gather on "dancing grounds"
on many Waterfowl Production Areas. White-tailed deer are
abundant throughout the WMD. Pronghorns are scattered
throughout the three counties in small herds. Furbearers range
in size from the coyote to the least weasel.

Duck on the wing. Photo by Kent Olson, USFWS

Hunting for food. American Avocet. Photo by Kent Olson, USFWS



Adult whooping crane-endangered species. USFWS photo.

WETLAND MANAGEMENT

Wetlands are unique habitats. As areas for wildlife, they pro-
vide a diversity of habitat, food, cover and water. As a result
of high wildlife use, wetlands provide a variety of educational
and recreational benefits to people. Wetlands also provide
significant values in the area of flood and erosion control and
water quality. Wetlands retain water during high flow periods,
slowing it down and allowing it to filter into the groundwater
system.

Maintaining this diverse system is one of the many manage-
ment functions of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. On the
Crosby WMD, prescribed burning, grazing, planting of native
grasses, placement of nesting structures for geese, and im-
proving or restoring wetlands are but a few of the management
techniques used to provide better habitat for wildlife.

VISITOR OPPORTUNITIES

All Waterfowl Production Areas are open to hunting, trap-
ping, wildlife observation, photography, and environmental
study. You are encouraged to explore the prairie world of the
WPA's. Please remember, all motorized vehicles are restricted
to section line roads or trails. Camping is not permitted on the
WPA's and there are few opportunities for fishing.

Lake Zahl National Wildlife Refuge is open to archery hunting
for white-tailed deer in accordance with State seasons. Permis-
sion from the landowner must be obtained before hunting or
using easement lands.

Larger towns provide lodging and small primitive camp-
grounds are scattered throughout the District. For further in-
formation, please contact the Refuge Manager, Crosby WMD,
North Dakota 58730. Telephone: (701/965-6488).
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A stealthy approach-Black-Crowned night heron. USFWS photo.
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