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"A dark line of
trees marked our
approach, to a
running stream.
The River of lakes ...
The conical skin
lodges were now
plainly in sight,
not more than five
miles off, and
Indians galloped"oui'

.from camp to meet
us and escort us in.
Buffalos, they said,
were plenty."

Henry Boller 1858

Welcome to
Des Lacs National
Wildlife Refuge

This blue goose,
designed by J.N.
"Ding" Darling,
has become the
symbol of the
National Wildlife
Refuge System.

Newly hatched
mallards in nest.

The Des Lacs Valley was formed by
meltwater flowing out of glacial Lake
Regina thousands of years ago. Bison,
beaver, muskrat, mink, and other fur-
bearing animals lured French trappers
to this valley. They found it so flat that
the river spread out in a chain of
marshes and lakes. They called the
area, "Riviere des Lacs," French for
River of the Lakes.

These trappers were not the first
humans to discover the treasures of the
Des Lacs Valley.Plains Indians sought
shelter from harsh winter storms in
the wooded draws, or coulees. They
left stone tipi rings and ceremonial
effigies, some shaped like turtles, that
survive to this day. Some rings are up
to 30 feet across.

Herds of bison, pronghorn, and elk
grazed on the prairies surrounding the
Des Lacs Valley.Ducks were plentiful
because of the many small wetlands.

Settlements in the late 1800s brought
intensive farming, ranching, and coal
mining. The face of the land changed,
and some wildlife species declined.
Drought during the Dust Bowl days
of the 1930s caused waterfowl
numbers to plummet to record low
levels. In response, President Franklin
D. Roosevelt established Des Lacs
National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) in
1935, one of many national wildlife
refuges set aside during the 1930s
and '40s to help migratory birds and
other wildlife.



Des Lacs Refuge
Today

Spectacular
Migration
Showplace

Western grebes
conducting a
courtship dance.

Des Lacs NWR encompasses more
than 19,500acres along the Des Lacs
River from the Canadian border to a
point 8 miles south of Kenmare, North
Dakota. A mix of natural lakes and
managed wetlands in the valley
provide a haven for migrating and
nesting waterfowl and marsh birds.

Spring visitors can enjoy the courtship
dance of western grebes. Four other
species of grebes also nest on the
Refuge. During the summer, American
white pelicans are easy to spot as they
feed on small fish. Broods of ducklings
of various ages paddle through the
marshes. Giant Canada geese
commonly nest on the Refuge
producing between 150 and 200 young
annually.

Each fall, a blizzard of white descends
on the Des Lacs Valley,but it isn't an
early snowstorm! The Refuge has
become a major migration stop for
lesser snow geese and tundra swans.
The city of Kenmare holds an annual
"Goosefest" to celebrate the spectacle.
Thousands of ducks and shorebirds
complement the goose migration.
This is an excellent setting to view
bird concentrations found only in
a few places in the United States.

Diverse Habitats
Means Diverse
Wildlife

1l:5

~
Grasslands at
DesLacsNWR
provide nesting
habitat for blue-
winged teal.

Refuge marshes, lakes, prairies,
and wooded coulees provide wildlife
a variety of habitats. Because of this
mix, many different species occur on
the Refuge. For example, more than
250 bird species have been recorded
on Des Lacs and other "Souris Loop"
refuges. A checklist of the bird species
found in the Souris Loop is available
at the Refuge Headquarters.

Remnants of the vast native prairie
are found on hillsides above the river.
In the summer, bird watchers delight
to glimpse northern harriers,
Sprague's pipits, and grasshopper,
Baird's, and other sparrows. Other
grassland species such as short-eared
owls and sharp-tailed grouse benefit
from the healthy grasslands. In
addition, these grasslands provide
important nesting habitat for blue-
winged teal, mallards, and gadwall.

The wooded coulees provide white-
tailed deer with secluded fawning
areas and protection from winter
winds. Warblers, vireos, flycatchers,
and other songbirds nest within or
beneath the canopy of green ash,
American elm, and box elder. Moose
occasionally wander through these
draws.

Fires were common on the prairies
before settlement. Today, prescribed
fire helps restore native grasses and
wildflowers, reduce and control non-
native plant species, slow the invasion
of grasslands by woody species, and
control cattails in wetlands. Prescribed
fire can also reduce hazardous fuels
and the threat of wildfires.

Cooperative farming and haying are
used selectively on previously cropped
areas. A mixture of grass and alfalfa
is planted to provide nesting cover for
waterfowl, bobolinks, sedge wrens, and
other species.



Grazing is also used to manage the
native prairie. Short-term grazing
is used to keep the prairie healthy,
and is important to provide good
habitat for ground-nesting birds
and other wildlife.

A Place to Enjoy
Wildlife

Des Lacs NWR offers high quality
opportunities for you to enjoy
wildlife-dependent recreation. From
an observation blind, you can watch
sharp-tailed grouse strut on their
dancing ground. Nature trails on the
Refuge offer chances to see wildlife
in natural settings. In winter, these
same trails offer great cross-country

. skiing. A scenic auto tour points out
historic and natural wonders of the
valley. Deer and late season upland
game bird hunting opportunities are
described in a separate brochure
available from the Refuge
Headquarters.

Tasker's Coulee is a unique wooded
area open during daylight hours for
wildlife observation, hiking, and
group events.

Sharp-toiled
grouse in strut.

The Refuge Headquarters and Visitor
Center are located 1 mile west of
Kenmare on Ward County Road
No. 1A. Interesting exhibits explain
Refuge history and wildlife.

Protecting the
Refuge

For the protection of wildlife, habitat,
and other visitors, please observe
the following regulations:

• All plants, animals, and artifacts
are protected and should not be
disturbed.

• Vehicles must stay on designated
roads.

• Overnight camping is not allowed.
• Pets must be leashed unless they

are assisting an upland bird hunter
during the permitted season.

• No motorized boating, swimming,
or fishing is allowed.

• Firearms are prohibited except
during appropriate hunting seasons.

Equal opportunity to participate
in and benefit from programs and
activities of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service is available to all individuals
regardless of physical or mental
ability. Dial 7-1-1 for a free connection
to the State transfer relay service for
TTY and voice calls to and from the
speech and hearing impaired. For
more information or to address
accessibility needs, please contact the
Refuge staff at 701/ 385 4046 or the
U.S. Department of Interior, Office
of Equal Opportunity, 1849 C Street,
Nw, Washington, D.C 20240.
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Des Lacs National Wildlife Refuge
P.O.Box 518
Kenmare, NO 58146
101/385 4046
101/385 3214 fax
deslacs@fws.gov
http://deslacs.fws.gov
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